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How inappropriate to call this planet Earth 
when it is quite clearly Ocean.

Arthur C. Clarke

nless you live in a place where you not only 

Uhave ocean view but you can actually get 

in, it is pretty easy to forget about the 

ocean.  Growing up in Montreal- an island in the 

middle of the St-Lawrence's river, I cannot think of 

an instance where my life was inconvenienced by 

roaring seas- just snow and ice storms.

The ocean was merely a scalloped edge across a 

page with a boat floating on the surface. You might 

think that history classes with tales of Columbus, 

Jacques Cartier and Champlain 'discovering' the 

new world would have touched upon the 

magnitude of the big blue- but nothing prepared 

me for the awesomeness of it.

It wasn't until my Mexican life that I began to 

experience the grandiose sweeping Ocean.  Body 

surfing the Zipolite waves was an eye opener to just 

how small we are, seeing a pod of dolphins a 

reminder of how much we share this planet with 

other creatures and snorkeling the shores near my 

home was like falling down the rabbit hole.

It is one of the saddest things when I see those 

pictures of ocean damage; marine animals covered 

in garbage,  oil slicks and the islands that serve as 

monuments to human consumption that float out 

in the deep. So what can we do to live better?  What 

can we do to honor and take care of our Oceans? 

Like the ad campaign for responsible dog 

ownership which said 'A dog is for life, not just for 

Christmas.' so we must treat the Oceans- not just 

something to be concerned about when we are on 

holiday but for our lifetime and beyond. 

We hope this issue will inspire you to care. Not just 

care a little bit where you think it is interesting and 

worthy, but to really care. See our tips on how to 

immerse yourself in the ocean....

See you next month, 

Jane
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thn May 5 , 1862, near the city of Puebla, a Mexican 

Oforce of about 4,000 approached an invading French 
army that was twice its size and better equipped. The 

French had landed at Veracruz and were intent on capturing 
Mexico City, which would give them control of the government 
and thus the country. The soldiers clashed and the Mexicans 
routed the French decisively with clever strategy and fierce 
fighting. 

thEvery year, May 5  marks the remembrance of that important 
victory in battle for the Mexican people. Although some 
unfamiliar with Mexican history think it's the day celebrating 
Mexican Independence. The date is remembered, but not 
broadly celebrated in Mexico outside the city and state of 
Puebla.

Mexico had borrowed heavily from the English, Spanish and 
French in the 1846-48 war with the U.S., and then again 
during their civil wars between 1858 and 1860. In 1861, the 
victorious President Benito Juarez faced ruinous national 
debt, and declared a temporary suspension of payment on 
those debts. This caused serious concern among the 
Europeans, and prompted them to send emissaries to Mexico 
to assure further payment. 

The English and Spanish eventually were satisfied with their 
agreements and withdrew, but Napoleon III of France had a 
different agenda, and landed troops in Veracruz. Many 
historians think that because the Americans were embroiled 
in their own Civil War, Napoleon saw this as an opportunity to 
establish a French-controlled Mexico, not only to take wealth 
from its resources, but also to more effectively supply the U.S. 
Confederacy thus helping to split and forever weaken the 
United States. When the Mexicans met and defeated the 
French troops at the Battle of Puebla, it slowed the French 
ambitions considerably.

Subsequently Napoleon III sent 30,000 more troops into 
Mexico, and in 1864 they succeeded in establishing 
Maximillian as Emperor of Mexico. In the spring of 1865

 however, the U.S. Civil War was over and France's larger plans 
were thwarted. Two years later, after continued bloody 
fighting between the rebellious Mexican forces and the 
supporters of the Emperor, Maximillian was deposed, and 
executed by firing squad. President Benito Juarez returned to 
Mexico City, and Mexico was again independent. U.S. 
President Abraham Lincoln, and then President Andrew 
Johnson had been supporters of Benito Juarez, and the 
United States had been a big supplier of the rebellion. 
 
Today there are commemorative events and military parades 
held in the state of Puebla and in Mexico City on May 5, but 
very little in the rest of Mexico with the exception of a few of the 
communities near the U.S. border. Across the U.S., however, 
many of those cities with significant Mexican-American 
population centers have a full week of concerts, parades and 

thvarious events leading up to May 5 . Generally, most of the 
promotional expense and effort is provided by food, drink, and 
service businesses related to Mexico and Mexican culture. 
Mexico's extensively celebrated actual Independence Day is 

thSeptember 16 .

Cinco de Mayo

By Neal  Erickson 

Cooking Classes
Hands-on Oaxacan Cuisine, 

Small Groups, Instruction in English
Lunch and Drinks Included
Visa/ Mastercard Accepted

Tel. 958 587 2655
Cel. 958 100 7339

www.huatulco-catering.com

Neal Erickson is a musician who loves a good 
Cinco de Mayo fiesta in Michigan.

www.el-alquimista.com

Restaurant and Cabañas
Zipolite, Oaxaca

http://www.huatulco-catering.com
http://www.el-alquimista.com
http://www.el-alquimista.com
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ast month the Huatulco Eye and friends hosted a painting day at the 

LHuatulco Jose Vasconcelos Municipal Library located on Guarumbo 

in La Crucecita. The task was to get kids to paint an entry for the 

annual ‘Niño y la Mar’ contest which is put on jointly by Mexico's Council for 

Culture and Arts and the  Secretary of the Marina- Armada.  Each state will 

have a first prize winner, who will travel (with a parent) to the Presidential 

home, Los Pinos, and to the Port of Veracruz.  

The event was held in the back yard of the library- an area without much to 

offer. However by hanging a tarp for shade, bringing  in tables and chairs and 

a lot of imagination it was an amazing morning.

Over 110 kids showed up to paint their image of the child and the ocean and 

their visions were inspiring. The kids were lined up down the street- a 

testament to how important this space is for the children of this community. 

Our next task is a remodel of the back area of the library into a safe and 

usable space for kids. Interested in being involved, donating funds or ideas?  

Contact us huatulcoeye@yahoo.com

Thank  you to Comex, Casa Reyes, Cristina the librarian, all the volunteers 

and above all the kids who shared with us their magical way of viewing the 

world.

To view for photos of this event:

https://picasaweb.google.com/photo78/HuatulcoLibraryArtContest?auth

user=0&authkey=Gv1sRgCJ-RsIDjlKznCg&feat=directlink

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fx5vCvNQmTk&feature=email

Painting Day at 

Huatulco Library
By Jane Bauer

The backyardPainting

Kids lining up to paint. Getting ready
Beautiful work

Invitation

mailto:huatulcoeye@yahoo.com
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f you have never been snorkelling, or even if you are very 

Iexperienced at the sport, snorkelling is one of the most 
relaxing ways to explore the local reefs and observe the 

abundant marine life.  While snorkelling, make sure you always 
keep at least 1 arms length off the coral – this is for your own 
safety.  If you are shallower, you are in danger of being lifted up by 
a swell, and dropped rather hard onto the coral … not an 
experience to be repeated.
 
Come with me, and we'll explore the magnificent reef at San 
Augustin together.  We start by preparing our equipment.  You 
either apply commercial anti-fog drops, or good old-fashioned spit 
inside your mask.  Rub this around the inside of your mask, and 
then rinse out in the ocean.  Place your mask on your face, and 
pull the strap over your head, positioning it comfortably.  The 
snorkel is attached to your mask, and is usually on the left side of 
your face mask.  Don your flippers, and enter the water!

As we approach the roped-off area, look for the large orange buoy 
closest to the beach … and observe the baby Sergeant-Major fish 
clustered amongst the rope for safety from predators.  As you 
begin to swim over the reef, you will be greeted by brightly coloured 
fish, striped brown, yellow and blue … these are Rainbow Rock 
Wrasse – and they love to be fed bread crumbs, or crackers.

You will also see many roundish shaped fish; blue with white dots 
… these are Guinea Fowl Puffer fish.  Now look in the nooks and 
crannies … do you see the tiny fish that are electric blue … and 
also some that are slightly bigger, with electric blue dots.  You 
have just met the Juvenile Damsel fish.  The adult fish is the large 
blue fish you see nibbling at the coral.
It is not unusual to see large schools of fish – quite often these are 
sardines.  If you dive into the midst of them, they will circle you – 
quite an unusual feeling I can tell you!  And quite often you will see 
below these schools fish that look sort of like trumpets … these are 
Coronet fish, and they feed on the smaller sardines.

If the visibility is good, make sure you follow the edge of the reef 
and look down at the sandy bottom.  You may be lucky and see 
some nice rays relaxing in the sand.  Don't worry – as long as you 
don't bother them, they won't bother you.

So … get your gear and get going.  Remember … take only 
pictures, leave only footprints in the sand.

Happy snorkelling!

Under 
the Sea

By Pat Hudson

Pacific Ocean
Fun Facts

The largest of the five oceans on Earth.

Covers about 35% of the Earth's water surface 
and about 32% of its total surface area.

The average depth of Pacific Ocean is 4,280 
meters (14,000 ft)

There are more than 25,000 islands in the 
Pacific Ocean

The water temperatures in Pacific Ocean range 
from freezing in the pole-ward areas to about 

30 °C (86 °F) near the equator

While there are hundreds of thousands of 
known marine life forms, there are many that 

are yet to be discovered, some scientists 
suggest that there could actually be millions 

of marine life forms out there.
www.oaxacabedandbreakfast.org

http://www.oaxacabedandbreakfast.org
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1) Learn all you can.
Did you know state and local governments issue seafood 
contamination warnings and beach closure warnings? Read 
labels and signs and ask questions. By learning why a beach 
was closed or why certain seafood is contaminated, you may 
also learn how to prevent it from happening again. Learn more 
about the ocean and conservation by reading, watching films, 
attending lectures, or visiting aquariums and museums.

2) Be a smart shopper.
The seafood choices that we make have an impact on the 
environment. Not all seafood is created equal. There are good - 
and - bad choices for the ocean. Good choices from wild fish 
come from populations that are healthy and managed in a way 
to preserve the populations for future generations. Likewise, 
sustainable fish farming respects the surrounding 
environment, uses water and other resources wisely.  Ask 
grocery stores and restaurants where their seafood comes 
from and if it was caught or farmed in a way that protects the 
ocean.
For more information: www.seafoodchoices.com

3) Conserve water.
Use low-flow showerheads and faucets. Don't run water 
continuously when washing dishes by hand, brushing your 
teeth, shaving or washing your face, or washing your car. 
Wash only full loads in your dishwasher and washing 
machine. Take short showers. Check for leaky faucets and 
repair them. Water your lawn in the morning or evening to 
reduce evaporation, and water it only when necessary. Put a 
trigger nozzle on your outdoor hose; it uses water more 
efficiently. It's not necessary to water your driveway. After all, 
it won't grow.

4) Reduce "household pollution."
The less herbicides and pesticides you spray, the less you will 
swim in! Use lawn clippings, compost, or manure to fertilize 
your lawn and garden. Use phosphate-free laundry and 
dishwasher detergent because phosphates in lakes and rivers 
can encourage algae growth, which can suffocate aquatic life. 
Try non-toxic products, such as baking soda or vinegar, 
instead of hazardous chemicals for cleaning.

5) Reduce run-off.
Put trash in the can instead of the gutter. Use soap sparingly 
when washing your car. If you must use chemicals on your 
lawn, don't spray on a windy day or when rain is expected. To 
improve drainage and decrease run-off, avoid landscaping 
with hard surfaces and instead select vegetation, gravel or 
other porous material. Redirect rain gutters onto your lawn or 
into collection barrels to water your garden. Scoop pet waste. 
An estimated 15 tons of pet waste flows into ocean waters 
every day.

6) Recycle or dispose of all trash properly.
Never flush non-degradable products, such as disposable 
diapers or plastic tampon applications, down the toilet. These 
products can damage the sewage treatment process and end 
up littering beaches and waters. Never throw cigarette butts 
on the ground or out car windows. Pick up litter and avoid 
using disposable products if at all possible.

7) Reduce oil pollution.
Fix car leaks! More oil enters the ocean from large tanker 
spills. Recycle used motor oil. Much of the oil pollution in 
surface waters is caused by people dumping used oil into 
storm drains. Buy a fuel-efficient car. Even better, drive less! 
Walk, bicycle, car pool or take public transportation. Check 
underground heating oil tanks for leaks.

8) Be considerate of ocean wildlife.
Never dispose of fishing line or nets in the water. They could 
entangle, maim, injure or kill unsuspecting animals. Don't 
release helium balloons outside. They could end up in the 
ocean and harm animals that mistake them for food. Minimize 
your use of Styrofoam, which degrades into smaller pellets 
that also resemble food. Cut open plastic six-pack rings; they 
can entangle ocean life.

9) Get involved and vote responsibly. Electing the right 
public officials is essential to good ocean policy. Do your 
research and make an informed decision. Exercise your right 
to vote and stay involved after Election Day. If you have 
concerns or questions, contact your representative. 
For more tips check out: www.savethesea.org

9 ways to save 
 the Ocean

www.hagiasofia.mx

http://www.hagiasofia.mx


Centro Mexicano de la Tortuga
www.centromexicanodelatortuga.org
Located in the village of Mazunte this part 
aquarium/museum,  part research center dedicated to the 
study of the Oaxacan Riviera’s sea turtles,  is open to the 
public. 

Santuario La Escobilla
www.ecoturismoenoaxaca.com
Turtle sanctuary and research center located between 
Mazunte and Puerto Escondido. Thousands of Olive Ridley 
turtles return to this beach to lay their eggs in the sand. 
One of the most important nesting beaches in the world. 
You can spend the night in cabins at this amazing beach.

Surfrider Foundation
www.surfrider.org
Mission:  The protection and enjoyment of oceans, waves 
and beaches through a powerful activist network. Mexican 
chapter out of Ensenada, Baja California

Parque Nacional Huatulco
Government organization involved in regulating and 
protecting use of Huatulco’s National Park which includes 
119 sq km of land, sea and shoreline west of Santa Cruz, 
including some of Huatulco's most important coral reefs, 
which in the past have suffered some damage from fishing 
and touristic activities. 
Their offices are located across the street from Plaza 
Madero. Tel. 958 587 0446

Oceana 
www.oceana.org
The largest international organization working solely to 
protect the world’s oceans. Oceana wins policy victories for 
the oceans using science-based campaigns. Since 
2001,they have protected over 1.2 million square miles of 
ocean and innumerable sea turtles, sharks, dolphins and 
other sea creatures. More than 500,000 supporters have 
already joined Oceana. Global in scope, Oceana has offices 
in North, South and Central America and Europe.

BlueVoice.org 
An ocean conservation organization founded in 2000 by 
Hardy Jones and Ted Danson. Its mission is to protect 
dolphins, whales, and other marine mammals and to raise 
popular awareness about the plight of the oceans. 
BlueVoice has fought to end the slaughter of dolphins in 
Japan and to expose the harmful levels of toxins in the 
marine environment, including mercury, PCBs, and 
persistent organic pollutants, and their impact on both 
marine mammals and humans

Organizations working 
to protect our Oceans

Huatulco Eye

My Mexico Moment 

Photography Contest

We have had dozens of wonderful entries and we 
have used some of them in this issue. They are 
marked with a gold starfish. Let us know which 
one is your favorite. There is still time to send us 

your photos. Deadline May 15th. 

he Secretary of Tourism reports that for the 

TMarch 29th Huatulco- wide beach clean-up 1413 
people come out to collect trash from the Copalita 

River to Chachacual. The clean-up organized by the 
Green Team, Secretary of Tourism and the Clean 
Beaches Committee with the support of various groups 
in Huatulco. 

The following was collected:
 metal and plastic  bottle caps: 5262
Cigarette butts: 4631
Plastic Bags: 2757
Plastic Bottles: 2717
Glass Bottles: 2309
Toilet Paper: 2364
Plastic Cutlery/Straws: 1737
Styrofoam Products: 1373
Tires: 226
Diapers: 219
Batteries: 98

The areas where the most pieces of garbage collected 
were:
Tangolunda Mirador: 7173
Santa Cruz Marina: 5838
Road between Dreams and Secrets: 3646

The areas that were cleanest were:
Playa Los Arcos: 206
La Bocana: 287
Playa La Esperanza: 310

In total over 30600 pieces of trash were collected!

Results of Local
 Beach Clean-up

huatulcoeye@yahoo.com

By Alfredo Patiño

mailto:huatulcoeye@yahoo.com
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he Pacific Ocean displays her 

Tmany moods here on the 
Oaxacan Riviera, from soft 

waves scalloping the shore of our 
tranquil bays to the giant waves that 
build and curl and pound into a 
frothy spume from rocky points and 
headlands. 

With 9 bays and 39 beaches along 26 
kilometers of jagged coastline, there 
are lots of points and headlands 
jutting out into the ocean. At the 
most easterly point of Bahias de 
Huatulco lies the little village of La 
Bocana de Copalita, the last official 
bay of the area.  East of the Rio 
Copalita and stretching all the way to 
Salina Cruz are a string of beaches 
which are widely recognized as some 
of the best surf beaches in Mexico. 

La Bocana: Just 15 minutes from La 
Crucecita, La Bocana is the 
easternmost development in 
Fonatur's jurisdiction.  In the last 
year a series of storms have sculpted 
the beach and eroded a fair amount 
of sand. Locals say that soon Mother 
Nature will reverse this cyclical 
event, citing Hurricane Pauline 
which didn't hit the area directly, but 
spilled massive amounts of sand 
onto the beach from the rivermouth. 
Bocana Surf School (958-111-4276) 
under palapa restaurant Los Güeros 
rents boards and gives lessons. Here 

is what   says www.wannasurf.com
about Bocana. “If there are waves in 
Puerto Escondido, La Bocana's 
breaking.”
Where to Stay: There are two villas 
on the beach available through local 
property managers, and the Santa 
Clara Restaurant has a few rooms 
upstairs. 
Where to Eat: There are a couple of 
restaurants right on the beach 
serving Oaxacan specialties and cold 
beer. Restaurant Santa Clara 

stop for a minute and take in the 
spectacle below: to the right, a rocky 
point with consistently big waves 
curling into a crystalline green 
tunnel before smashing into a foamy 
explosion; below, a pristine stretch of 
sand punctuated by a few driftwood 
poles, a palapa roof and a viewing 
tower. Nothing else. This is what 

www.yosurfer.com  has to say about 
Barra: “Long, shallow, dredging, 
hollow, right-hand pointbreak that 
has been rated as one of the best 
waves in the World by many of the 
top 44 pro-surfers who competed 
here in the 2006 Rip Curl Search 
contest.” Five stars out of five.

Where to stay: This is a surf village, 
and there is lots of accommodation, 
mostly casitas and rooms for rent. A 
little more upscale, 10 minutes 
away, in the nearby town of Zimatan 
is a house that rents by the week.
www.theriverhouse-huatulco.com

Where to Eat: The village of Barra de 
la Cruz maintains the surf beach, 
and  prov ides  showers  and  
ba throoms ,  park ing  and  a  
restaurant which offers inexpensive 
local specialties and seafood. There 
is a $20 peso per person fee to use 
the beach. 

You don't have to be a surfer to 
appreciate the majesty of the 
immense waves and the athletic 
ballet of the surfers who ride them. 
Here on Riviera Oaxaca, in the land 
of endless summer, the mystery of 
surf culture unravels slowly, one 
beach at a time.  It might take a 
while…

and Los Güeros are favorites. 

Playa el Mojon: Heading east on 
Highway 200 past Copalita, slow 
down around km 271. The road to 
the beach is basically unmarked. 
There is an open metal gate and a 
fairly well graded (during dry season) 
road for about 2 km. Playa el Mojon 
is booming with construction, but it 
enjoys a huge wide stretch of beach, 
so never feels crowded. The break is 
on the right side of the beach, which 
is marked by massive rock 
formations. 

Where to Stay: There are a few  
houses that let out rooms, and there 
are a couple of high end villas to rent. 
It is only 20 km from La Crucecita, 
where accommodation is readily 
ava i lab le .  A  ho te l  i s  mid-
construction on the beach, should 
be available for the 2012/2013 
season.

Where to Eat: Botanas and cold beer 
are  available in a palapa restaurant 
right in front of the break. Closest 
restaurant is in Copalita. El Chacal 
on the highway is famous for river 
crayfish known as chacales. Newly 
opened is La Palapa de Andres right 
down in the village, serving up 
delicious micheladas (a spicy beer 
drink) garnished with a plump 
camaron, delicious chacales and 
robalo fresh from Bocana de 
Copalita.

Barra de la Cruz:   Corona has made 
sure that this road is well marked. 
About another 7 km down Highway 
200 from El Mojon you will see the 
big Corona sign. Turn right and 
travel on a great concrete road all the 
way into town, and a good graded 
road from town down to the beach. At 
the crest of the hill before the final 
drive descending to the beach,

Surf Huatulco
By Kathy Taylor

Kathy Taylor arrived in Huatulco 
in 2007 by sailboat. Her passions 
are food, sailing and Mexico. She 
writes about life in Huatulco on 
www.lavidahuatulco.blogspot.com

http://www.wannasurf.com
http://www.yosurfer.com
http://www.lavidahuatulco.blogspot.com
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The Best Architecture and Design on the Oaxaca Riviera: You Told Us!

he March issue of the Huatulco Eye focused on Mexican 

Tarchitecture and design.  Since we know that our 
writers' views of coastal Oaxaca don't always agree with 

yours, we asked you, our readers, to tell us what types of 
coastal architecture and design you think are the best.  Once 
again, we received a wide variety of opinions.

The form of architecture in Mexico that over one-third 
(36%) of our respondents prefer is Spanish colonial, followed 
by Mediterranean (25%) and modern (18%).  Napoleon 
apparently wasted his time and money trying to shape 
architecture in the new world since the style least preferred by 
our readers is French colonial.  

Even given the many colors of buildings on the Oaxacan 
Coast, a majority of our respondents (57%) said they 
preferred neutral colors such as white or tan.  Among the 
bright-color fans, most (58%) enjoy the coastal buildings 
displaying the sun-kissed shades of red, orange and yellow.  
However, one reader made clear that his favorite building color 
is “that really bright purple.”  Hopefully his partner prefers 
one of the neutral colors and gets to choose the color of their 
home. 

Readers' opinions diverged on the question about the area 
around which bay in Huatulco has the most attractive use 
of space and architecture.  There was no clear consensus. 
Conejos was nominated by 22%, Tangolunda, by 19% and 
Arrocito, Chahue and Santa Cruz tied in third place with 15% 
of respondents naming each of those areas.   We can all sigh 
with relief that our own favorite area is not likely to be overrun 
by new residents who want to live in the most attractive area of 
Huatulco.  

Respondents tended to be in greater agreement about the 
product that can be purchased on the Oaxacan Coast that 
best typifies good Mexican design.  Clay products in the 
form of pottery or tiles were nominated by 44% of 
respondents – and most of these preferred pottery in either 
black barro negro or terra cotta.  Other designs mentioned 
and available to keep the most ardent shopper happy included 
textiles (tehuana dresses, table clothes, bed spreads), 
hammocks, mezcal bottles, furniture and, of course, the 
whimsical wooden alebrijes.  

Readers nominated 7 places as the most beautifully 
designed public garden or park on the Oaxacan Coast – all 
in Huatulco.  The gardens and parks of Chahue took first 
prize with 50% of the respondents naming either Parque 
Hundido surrounding the UMAR bookstore, Guelaguetza Park 
(next to the Marina Park Plaza), or more generically,  the 
gardens of Chahue.   The eco-archeological  park in Copalita 

was nominated by 17% of respondents, as was Parque Central 
in Crucecita.  

When asked which single building represents the best of 
architecture on the Oaxacan coast, most respondents 
provided answers that were meaningful to themselves, such 
as hotels, condos, private homes and shops.  The only 
building to be mentioned by more than 15% of respondents 
was the church in Crucecita, La Parroquia de Nuestra Señora 
de Guadalupe.  

Given our readers wide-ranging preferences in colors, designs, 
and architecture we have no fear that coastal Oaxaca will turn 
into one of the boring places where every development looks 
the same.  Each bay, street and garden provides a different 
perspective.  No wonder we love living on the Oaxacan Riviera.

Marcia and Jan Chaiken live in Huatulco and 
Ashland, Oregon

By Marcia Chaiken and Jan Chaiken
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Andador Coyula, Santa Cruz
Hotel Maxico, Local #1

Huatulco, Oaxaca
Tel. 958 583 4065
Cel. 958 107 3221

Señorita 
Manners

ou are on holiday, you are meeting new people and 

Yeven though you may not want to be, you are an 

ambassador for your entire country, province, state or 

city back home. Dress accordingly!  In general, Mexican 

culture is quite conservative when it comes to clothing. 

Despite the heat on the coast, taxi drivers, hotel employees 

and business people usually wear long pants. Even at the 

beach people will often bathe fully clothed. 

thIn fashion there is entire 5  season devoted to cruise or resort 

wear. It is light, easy to pack and breathable, favoring fabrics 

such as cotton, silk, linen and denim. These clothing lines 

used to be expensive and exclusive, but with warm vacation 

getaways now the norm for the masses, large scale retailers 

have responded with beautiful hot weather offerings in the 

middle of winter. ….So really, you have no excuse to parade 

around looking less than appropriate and beautiful!

Men- Around the town it is imperative that you wear a closed 

shirt- it is unhygienic and disrespectful to do otherwise.  Tank 

tops? Throw them away! T-shirts with messages about sex and 

being drunk? These can be offensive to the people around you 

Cut off jean shorts or pants with holes? Only for painting the 

garage. What to wear…. Collared tees, dress shirts, linen 

pants, khaki shorts, jeans and some comfortable shoes. What 

to buy.... A classic guayabera available at many shops around 

town.

Women- If you are further than 100 meters from the ocean or 

pool throw on a fabulous cover up. Short shorts? If your butt is 

hanging out the back or you're fighting off camel toe then your 

shorts may be too tight.  Be sure to wear clothing that protects 

your chest and use sunscreen.  What to wear…. Sundresses, 

shorts that hit at least mid-thigh, tunics and something that is 

comfortable and feels great! What to buy.... An embroidered 

blouse typical of the area.

Many resorts have dress requirements for dinner, as do 

cruises; no flip flops, long pants for men, dress shirts. Check 

with your hotel before you travel.

perlamoctezuma@hotmail.com

Carrizal 908, La Crucecita, Huatulco
Tel. 958 587 0783

www.grillomarinero.huatulco.tv

mailto:perlamoctezuma@hotmail.com
http://www.grillomarinero.huatulco.tv
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o many ways to enjoy the ocean along the Oaxacan 

SRiviera! Maybe you like to sit or lie on the sand and 
listen to the waves while you read or daydream.  Maybe 

you enjoy snorkeling while bobbing up and down on the 
waves.  Perhaps you go further out from shore in a boat, for 
fishing or diving or just cruising.  In all of these activities you 
are affected by the waves and tides but may not give much 
thought to them – they are just a kind of gentle background to 
your activities.  But if you have ever wondered where the 
waves come from, or why the tides occur when they do, read 
on...

Tides and waves are basically the same thing – a rise and fall of 
the surface of the water.  Tides just happen a lot slower than 
waves, and they rarely make a sound here on the Oaxacan 
Riviera.  It may appear from the shore that waves move in 
toward you, while tides just go up and down, but actually the 
water in waves also just goes up and down – you can check this 
out by watching the motion of the bright red lifejacket of a 
snorkeler as the waves come in.  Some force is propelling the 
crest of the wave in a certain direction – that force is provided 
for the enjoyment of surfers, of course – but surfers are 
scooting across the surface of the water, they are not moving 
the same way the water is moving. 

Think about it – the water near the sand is warm, while out 
past the coral reef it is cold; so the cold water in a wave that 
you see far out does not actually move from there and reach 
the beach.

We have probably all heard, or learned in school, that tides are 

caused by the gravitational pull of the moon and sun.  This is 

true up to a point, but tides are actually much more complicated 

than you might guess if you think that when the moon is directly 

overhead, it must be high tide.  In the idealized world of 

textbooks, the earth can be imagined as a perfect sphere (no 

continents, thank you) and the oceans completely cover all of the 

earth.  In this imaginary world (which also, by the way, has no 

winds or precipitation), the part of the ocean that is directly 

under the moon bulges out toward the moon because the moon's 

gravity is pulling stronger there toward the moon than anywhere 

else on earth – that is a high tide.  On the opposite side of the 

earth, there is also a high tide at the same time, because the 

moon's pull of gravity is weakest there, and the water that is not 

being pulled to the moon is drifting away from the moon, 

resulting also in a bulge of water away from the earth's surface.  

Halfway between the two tides it is low tide because the water 

has been pulled somewhere else.

What does the sun have to do with it?  The sun is much bigger 

than the moon and has much stronger gravity, but it is farther 

from us than the moon, so the force of the sun's gravity on the 

ocean water is less than that of the moon.  The sun does not 

much affect the time of high tide in our idealized spherical world, 

but it does affect the size of the tide.  If the moon and sun are in 

line (which happens at full moon or at new moon), the difference 

in height of the water between high tide and low tide is greater 

than at other times of the month.  Mathematical equations can 

calculate the exact height of the tide at any place in the 

imaginary spherical earth, based just on knowing where the sun 

and moon are at that moment.

Now in the real world with continents and islands and bays and 

seas, the tide does not actually agree with these wonderful 

equations.  Imagine that you put a plastic membrane in the 

center of your swimming pool and pulled it up and down slowly, 

imitating the moon.  The waves would be circles until they hit the 

sides and corners of your pool.  After a while, the pattern would 

settle down and you would see that the time when the water is 

highest at a corner of the pool is quite different from the time 

when it is highest in the center or along the edge.  So it is in 

Huatulco – the time of high tide in one bay can be quite a bit 

different from the time of high tide in another bay – and neither of 

these may agree with the location of the moon.

So how do oceanographers calculate tide tables?  (Or you may 

have a GPS or smartphone app that will show you the height of 

the tide at your location for any date and time that you select – 

how do they work?)  Remarkably, the answer is that the 

oceanographers take measurements at each location and 

compare the results with the ideal equations mentioned above.  

For example, if the high tide is always 42 minutes later than the 

equations say in Santa Cruz, then this 42-minute correction 

factor is stored (along with a bunch of other correction factors – 

these are called the coefficients of the harmonics, for those of you 

who remember your Fourier transforms).  

Waves and Tides
Jan Chaiken and Marcia Chaiken

http://www.soldelacosta.com
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The measurements are averaged over many years, so that 
the effects of winds and storms and docking cruise ships are 
washed out (ho ho).  Years ago, the measurements were 
taken in vertical tubes that had a float inside.  Someone had 
to write down the readings, or buy a machine that kept a 
record on paper.  The floats would get corroded or fouled up 
by seaweed, requiring constant maintenance.  Nowadays the 
height is measured optically by a reflected light beam, and 
the information is transmitted electronically to a central 
recording station – very little human intervention is required.

How big can the correction factors get?  In some places the 
corrections due to the shape of the sea or basin completely 
overwhelm the direct effect of the moon.  For example, in the 
Gulf of Mexico there is sometimes only one tide in a day.   In 
Veracruz, on May 6, there is predicted to be a high tide at 
4:47am, and the next high tide will not be until May 7 at 
5:53am.  Don't you agree it is nicer here on the coast of 
Oaxaca, with its two high tides a day?

Back to the surfers.  Where do those waves come from?  
Remarkably, waves may start from winds or storms many 
days earlier and in distant locations.  The swells created by 
the winds travel unimpeded through thousands of miles of 
clear, calm weather and turn into breakers only when they 
approach the shore.  Waves that started out in various 
places all over the world are hitting the beach near you right 
now, but the largest and strongest swells are the only ones 
that you can notice.  If you go to the website 

www.surf l ine .com/surf - forecas ts /mainland-
mexico/huatulco-area_16175 you can find forecasted surf 

heights up to 14 days from now.  The predictions for the next 
few days are based on storms that already happened, and the 
wave swells are already on their way here.  But forecasted 
surf heights for Huatulco more than 7 days from now are 
based on forecasted weather all over the globe – the predicted 
surf levels will come from storms that haven't even happened 
yet!  Avid surfers keep their boards and other equipment 
packed, and they follow the forecasts on the internet for their 
favorite beaches.  The forecasts are good enough that they 
can purchase airline tickets, finish up their urgent work at 
home, take a flight to their destination, and enjoy the highest 
swells –  along with hundreds of others who used the same 
websites!

The very highest waves should be avoided by surfers at all 
costs – and every other living being.  Those are  tsunamis or, 
as they are incorrectly called, tidal waves.  When a strong 
earthquake occurs on the ocean floor, the seizures of the 
earth below the ocean can start a massive amount of water 
waving outward from the epicenter.  

On the surface of the ocean, the swells produced by millions of 

kilograms of moving water may not appear to be any larger than 

those produced by winds.  But they are moving with tremendous 

force, often at extraordinarily high rates and can travel across 

thousands of miles.   When they reach land, the force propels 

much of the water close to the shore far inland.  The water than 

sweeps virtually anything in its path relatively far back to sea and 

then, after a seemingly endless pause, rushes back inland again 

once or twice more.   Fortunately, tsunami monitors are being 

placed over more and more of the oceans and the size, speed and 

directions of these seismic waves can be gauged.  The tsunami's 

exact destination and size are determined by other factors as well, 

such as the shape of the coastline, so prediction is not an exact 

science Tsunamis are very rare events on the Oaxacan Riviera.  

Most of our waves range from gentle to large swells enjoyed by 

surfers.  So settle down with a cervaza on one of our glorious 

beaches to watch the waves and the tides rise and fall.  But be 

careful, this wonderful activity can be addictive.

Jan and Marcia Chaiken live in view of the ocean in 
Huatulco and far inland in Ashland, Oregon.

Presents

Huatulc
o

Idol

Auditions May 25 & 26
1st Eliminations June 2
2nd Eliminations June 9
3rd Eliminations June 16

Grand Finale June 23

Prizes
1st  $5000.00 pesos
2nd $3000.00 pesos
3rd $1500.00 pesos

Groups, Duos
& Individual Singers

www.hemingwayscantina.com

http://www.surfline.com/surf-forecasts/mainland-mexico/huatulco-area_16175
http://www.surfline.com/surf-forecasts/mainland-mexico/huatulco-area_16175
http://www.hemingwayscantina.com
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1 The patient people 
“Grace under pressure” are the words author David Lida uses 
to describe the calmness with which the people of this great 
metropolis tolerate the long lines and delays they experience 
daily.  Whether it's waiting in line for voter registration, motor 
vehicle verification, or a bus, they demonstrate absolute 
tranquility.  No one is huffing and puffing, complaining, or 
peeking over the heads of the people in front of them to see if 
the line is moving. If anything, there's simply a shrug of the 
shoulders and a quiet ni modo (what can you do?).

If you're late for an appointment, no one chastises you. They 
wait patiently.  If a business isn't open during designated 
hours, patrons return at a later time. Remember, mañana 
means more than just tomorrow (or morning)--it refers to a 
time somewhere in the future. A favorite word of advice heard 
on the streets is tranquilo, or be calm. Why not?

2 The politeness  
The word I hear most often in the city is gracias.  Not only does 
it mean thank you, it's used to say “no thank you.”  If someone 
offers you something you don't want, just say gracias, 
implying “thanks for asking but no thanks.”
  
When you visit, don't think it unusual to be greeted by 
strangers.  With a nod of the head and a buenos días, 
Méxicans all over the city acknowledge each other daily, 
whether they're acquainted or not. 
A single “achoo!” and the entire bus will mutter salud in 
response.  Don't be taken aback if strangers ask you personal 
questions. They're just curious.

Neither will you be ill-regarded or snubbed in this city for not 
speaking Spanish.  In fact, many people will make the effort to 
speak your language, especially if it's English. If they don't 
succeed, they'll use hand signals to get the message through.  
Don't hesitate to ask for directions, but be aware that 
Mexicans are so eager to please that they may not give you 
correct ones, not wanting to disappoint you by acknowledging 
that they don't know. It is best to ask two or three different 
people. 

3 The old and the new
From buildings and people to music and transportation, the 
old and the new are in perfect harmony. The colonial buildings 
of centro complement the high-rise structures on Reforma. 
Young people with earphones and tattoos smile at old women 
dressed in aprons carrying cloth bags, the young always 
making way for the old.  

Everywhere the city is a study in contrasts: Voices of opera 
stars and sounds of violins illuminate Bellas Artes while 
bands like U2 and Paul McCartney fill Foro Sol. The rickety 
peseros (small buses) in disrepair alongside the sleek 
Metrobus with its own lane of travel down the major avenues of 
the city. As you walk, concrete avenues cross cobblestone 
streets. 

4 The culture and fun of it all
What do you like to do?   It's here for you in DF, whether 
you're a spectator or participant. From baseball, soccer, and 
bullfights to opera, ballet, theater, pop concerts, chamber 
music, and museums.  Yes, even ice skating in December (see 
The Bargains, below). Many parks, too, for running, biking, 
and walking your dog. 
  
5 The public transportation
Where in the world can you ride all over a metropolitan area 
for 25 cents US and gratis if you're over 60?  The underground 
Metro costs 3 pesos (25 cents USD), the big red  Metrobus  5 
pesos (40 cents USD), and most other buses 5 pesos or less. 
Transportation is clean, efficient, dependable, reliable, and 
safe. If you're a tourist and have the luxury of making your 
own schedule for the day, avoid rush hours as you would in 
any major city.

As of this writing, the Metrobus has added a new route 
through the city center to and from the airport (to both 
terminals), providing a convenient and cheap mode of 
transportation for citizens and tourists at 30 pesos (2.50 
USD).   The Metrobus occupies its own lane on the main 
avenues of the city, therefore never being a victim of traffic 
jams.

Here's a fun twist: A big pink bus runs down Reforma, and, as 
you might have guessed, it's just for women. In addition, the 
first cars of the Metro and Metrobus are designated for women, 
children, and senior citizens only.   

6 The Bargains
The government of  DF takes care of its own as well as its 
visitors. No other city can boast the variety and number of free 
events offered to its citizens. To name a few: All public 
museums are free on Sundays and on other days a 
considerable discount is given to students, seniors, and 
teachers.  During Semana Santa, the two weeks before 
Easter, Mayor Marcelo Ebrard creates little beaches 
throughout the city for those who can't get away to the 
luxurious splendor of Puerto Vallarta or Huatulco.  And in 
December there's a free ice skating rink (and skates), 
toboggans, and snowman-making as part of the month-long 
Christmas festivities in the Zocalo.    

Pop concerts throughout the city are often free.  On New 
Year's Eve the most popular artists perform at one of the 
monuments, free to all.  Both Britney Spears and Plácido 
Domingo have performed gratis in the open-air venues in the 
city. 

World cup games were shown free on big screens in the Zócalo 
in 2010.  And photographic exhibits adorn Reforma Avenue 
all year long, changing frequently. The zoo is free too. 
Admission to the Diablos Rojos, México City's baseball team, 
costs between 10 and 70 pesos (90 cents to $6.00 USD). You 
will find that most events in the city offer seats in all price 
ranges, making them affordable to everyone.    It sometimes 
feels as if the city can't stop giving.  
   

10 
Reasons By Carole Reedy
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7 The neighborhoods 
As in most big cities, neighborhoods form the core.  Here, 
however, the city isn't divided by ethnic groups, but rather by 
social status and history.  Some neighborhoods (or colonias, 
as they are called here) are ideal for strolling, stopping for a 
coffee, or window shopping (Roma, Condesa, Coyoacan, San 
Ángel are good examples).  Centro Historico is ideal for 
sightseeing and museums.  San Rafael is full of theaters. 
Visit Polanco for upscale shopping, Jewish deli items, and 
fine restaurants.     

8 The street action
Smells and sounds and colors: You can make your way by 
following them! Tianguis, the hub and heart of the city, are 
found in every neighborhood.  The word tianguis originates 
from the Náhuatl word for market. Here you'll find vendors 
hawking fresh fruits and vegetables, car parts, flowers and 
plants, DVDs and CDs, and clothing , plus food courts that 
put to shame the shopping mall version. This is the place to 
bargain (not in stores).

The citizens of this grand city are highly innovative. If they 
don't have a job they create their own work. That's the reason 
you see so many people in the street selling items, washing 
windshields, shining shoes or entertaining the crowds that 
gather around them.  

From Mariachis to manifestaciones (demonstrations), every 
time you step out your door you'll find something new going 
on in the street.   

9  The safety
“The safest city in the country,” so the saying goes.  Although 
there are the usual dangers of any big city, DF seems to have 
escaped the narco scares other parts of the country are 
experiencing.  Like any large metropolis, knowledge is key to 
safety.  Know where you're going, study your map, and be 
aware. Taxis in front of hotels or in sitios (taxi stands) are a bit 
more expensive and supposedly safer than street taxis, 
though this writer doesn't hesitate to hail a taxi on the 
corner, day or night.  You'll find the many police, especially 
prominent in the tourist areas, willing to help with directions 
and any questions you have.  Public transport is safe.    

10  Los Chilangos  Last, but far from least, I love the people 
of Mexico City, affectionately (or not!) referred to as chilangos, 
meaning someone who lives in México City, probably derived 
from a Náhuatl word. They'll talk to you on the bus or a street 
corner. They show compassion and respect for the elderly 
and adoration for their mothers. They are braggarts, 
aggressive, full of advice and witty chatter, yet at the same 
time they're humble and polite.  They embrace foreigners and 
are curious about them.  And although you'll hear them 
complain profusely about the problems of the big city, they 
wouldn't live anywhere else.  Nor would I.

Carole Reedy, after living 10 years in a town of 250 people on 
the Oaxacan Coast, now lives in México City. She would be 
happy to answer any questions you may have.  Contact her at 
carolina_reedy(at)yahoo.com

hostalunacreciente@gmail.com

mailto:hostalunacreciente@gmail.com
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ome breezy Saturday you might have noticed a fleet of 

Stiny sailboats bobbing in the choppy waters of Bahia 
Chahue, tacking back and forth across the bay, and 

wondered, rightly so, just who would go out there in such a tiny 
vessel. Well, the answer is the young sailing students of the 
Huatulco Sailing School! They are sailing Optimists, a one-
design boat whose original criterion was that it could be built 
out of a single sheet of plywood. Daring? Absolutely! But then, 
according to the IODA (International Optimist Dinghy 
Association), over 150,000 kids between the ages of 8 and 15 in 
over 100 countries are sailing these little boats at any given 
time. An astonishing 85% of the skippers of the medal-winning 
boats in the 2008 Qingdao, China Olympics were former 
Optimist sailors.

The Optimist, developed in 1947, is a seven-foot, six-inch, flat-
bottomed, pram-bowed, 77- pound dinghy which originally cost 
$50 to build and rig. Today's prices are about $1,000.00 new, 
with gently used boats going for about $700.00. Kids sailing 
Optis get wet – righting an Optimist is one of the first lessons 
taught, and one of the mandatory pieces of equipment is a 
bailer, as well as a life jacket. 

Mexico boasts 12 OptiMex member states with junior sailing 
programs, all driven by the support of the Mexican Sailing 
Federation (Federación Mexicana de Vela), and its dynamic 
President, Ralph Nelles.

In the winter of 2002/2003, Huatulco resident Laura Portillo del 
Signo, harkening to the sailing culture of her coastal Spain 
upbringing, wanted her children to learn to sail. The use of a 
small keel boat was offered, and a group of kids would pile on 
and tack around the bay with the owner/instructor. Obviously, 
a more formal situation was required. Laura went from 
interested mother to founder of the Huatulco Sailing School 
under the auspices of the Mexican Sailing Federation.  Some 
parents purchased Optimists, and a few families bought Lasers 
for their older kids, but the school had difficulty growing. When 
Oaxaca was chosen as one of 8 host states for the 2007 National 
Junior Olympics, with Huatulco chosen as the sailing venue, 
the infrastructure for the national competition was in place 
–hotels, marina, sailing course – but host boats were few and far 
between. 

FMV President Ralph Nelles came to the rescue, and in the fleet 
today are 3 special Optis bearing the names Ralph, and Nelles, 
obviously named after the school's Patron, and Junior, for 
Ralph's son, who physically delivered the boats to Huatulco. 
Over 150 young sailors converged on Huatulco for the 
competition which included Optimists, Lasers and 
Windsurfing. (Read my 2007 story about this event from a 
Nayarit perspective at www.banderasnews.com/0705/nb-
mexjrolympics.htm).

Early parent supporters and present day sailing school 
directors are Miguel Angel Lescale and Barbara Oettler, working 
as Coach and Delegate, as well as Coach Ysidro Hernandez 
Prudente, a former Club Med sailing instructor, who also holds 
FMV certification. 

Competition is one of the mandates of membership in OptiMex, 
thand most recently, Kevin Lescale Esmenjaud, placed 20  overall 

in the Laser competition at the WesMex National Regatta in 
th thNayarit. From May 11  – 15 , the team from Huatulco will be 

competing in the 2012 National Junior Olympics in Nayarit.

For results for all sports, including the Huatulco sailors, go to: 

www.conade.gob.mx
If you wish to support the Huatulco Sailing School 
(scholarships, equipment), please contact Barbara Oettler  

xquendaspa@huatulco.com . 

Left to Right: Nicolas Lara Kratz, Osmar Gomez Perez, José 
Solís Tejeda, Zaira Yatzil Perez, Diego Becerra Beltran, 
Kevin Lescale Esmenjaud, Coach Ysidro Hernandez 
Prudente. Missing: Valeria Valentina Vázquez López, Brihan 
Velasco Rios, Oliver Angel Lagunas Garza. 

Junior Sailors
By Kathy Taylor

http://www.conade.gob.mx
mailto:xquendaspa@huatulco.com
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his Rotary Club event took place at the Hotel Las Brisas 

T thon February 18  and was once again a smashing 

success with more than 250 people in attendance.  

Dignitaries present included Huatulco's Mayor, Lorenzo 

Lavariega and  his Municipal staff, as well as the commander 

of the Naval Base & his staff.  Over 50 raffle prizes and 7 major 

bingo prizes were awarded from generous businesses and 

sponsors in our community.  The net profit was $115,000.00 

pesos, up from $85,000.00 the previous year.  

These funds supported such worthwhile community projects 

in our destination as:  75 cataract surgeries, the completion of 

a water well in the local village of El Derramadero, and 

Christmas posada materials to several nearby villages during 

the holiday season.  Rotary also continues to support an 

orphanage under the auspices of the Agape Foundation 

through one of our members, Padre Domingo.  As well, the 

Rotary mobile dental chair visits outlying communities 

providing children with much needed dental care.  Rotary 

chartered a Rotaract Club in 2011 and mentors a group of 17 

university students who aspire to be part of the Rotary family 

and who do projects that benefit the youth of the area.  

Proceeds from this year's event will support these and other 

Rotary projects for the coming year.  

A new feature at the “Have a Heart” event was the band a 

“Tripulacion Columbiana” who provided the energetic 

attendees with hours of salsa, cumbia and ballads. Another 

highlight of the evening, was a silent auction, made possible 

through the generosity of American artist Jim Spicka  of two 

beautiful creations featuring tropical art constructed from 

tissue paper and acrylic on glass, as well as a copy of the book 

“Edge of Enchantment” from Carol Koenig.

The Huatulco Rotary Club was initiated in the late 1980's but 

lost momentum and was later re-started by American Bradley 

Combs.  Brad was a generous community supporter, 

facilitating bringing fire engines, wheelchair projects and 

much more via Rotary's far-reaching efforts.  Sadly Brad 

passed away this past year and is greatly missed.   Rotary is 

part of a worldwide organization that serves in over 200 

countries, with 33,000 clubs in existence & over 1.2 million 

members. 

For further information about our organization, contact any 

one of our members.   Please accept our sincere thanks to all 

for your ongoing support.

rdRotary's 3  Annual “Have a Heart/ Da tu Corazon” 

By Elizabeth E. St. Germaine

NEW & UPCOMING EVENT - The Huatulco Rotary Club is 

sponsoring a “Mother's Day Breakfast” at Cosmo 
thResidences' Palapa Restaurant Wednesday, May 9  at 

9AM.  Tickets may be purchased from any Rotary member 

at a cost of $200 pesos.  Included is a gourmet breakfast & 

fashion show.  There is limited seating, so get your tickets 

early!  A great Mother's Day gift! No Children Please.

www.clubrotariodehuatulco.blogspot.mx

http://www.huatulcoservices.com
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The Cove 2009 Documentary
Academy Award® Winner for Best Documentary, The Cove” 
follows an elite team of activists, filmmakers and freedivers as 
they embark on a covert mission to penetrate a remote and 
hidden cove in Taiji, Japan, shining a light on a dark and 
deadly secret. Utilizing state-of-the-art techniques, including 
hidden microphones and cameras in fake rocks, the team 
uncovers how this small seaside village serves as a horrifying 
microcosm of massive ecological crimes happening worldwide. 
The result is a provocative mix of investigative journalism, 
eco-adventure and arresting imagery, adding up to an 
unforgettable story that has inspired audiences worldwide to 
action.
www.thecovemovie.com

Dolphin Tale 2011 Family
A lonely and friendless boy finds and untangles a hurt dolphin 
that is caught in a crab trap. He becomes very attached to the 
dolphin when the tail must be taken off to save the dolphin's 
life. The boy believes the dolphin would be able to swim 
normally if it was given a prosthetic tail.

The Big Blue 1988 Drama
The Big Blue  is an  English-language film made by French 
director Luc Besson. The film stars Jean-Marc Barr, Rosanna 
Arquette, Jean Reno and depicts a fictionalized account of the 
sporting rivalry between two famed free divers. With wonderful 
underwater footage it was the most financially successful 
French film of the 1980’s.

The End of the Line 2009 Documentary
The End of the Line, the first major feature documentary film 
revealing the impact of overfishing on our oceans,  examines 
the imminent extinction of bluefin tuna, brought on by 
increasing western demand for sushi; the impact on marine 
life resulting in huge overpopulation of jellyfish; and the 
profound implications of a future world with no fish that 
would bring certain mass starvation.

Sharkwater 2007 Documentary
For filmmaker Rob Stewart, exploring sharks began as an 
underwater adventure. What it turned into was a beautiful 
and dangerous life journey into the balance of life on earth. 
Driven by passion fed from a lifelong fascination with sharks, 
Stewart debunks historical stereotypes and media depictions 
of sharks as bloodthirsty, man-eating monsters and reveals 
the reality of sharks as pillars in the evolution of the seas. 
Filmed in visually stunning, high definition video, Sharkwater 
takes you into the most shark rich waters of the world, 
exposing the exploitation and corruption surrounding the 
world's shark populations in the marine reserves of Cocos 
Island, Costa Rica and the Galapagos Islands, Ecuador.

June 8th is World Ocean Day
Ways to Celebrate :

Organize a Beach Clean-up.
Don’t Drive your car or boat!

Vow to check fish sustainability before you buy.
Find people in your community and work together to 

protect the oceans.

 Great Ocean Movies  Great Ocean Stories

Unbroken (2010 Historical Fiction) By Laura Hillenbrand
On a May afternoon in 1943, an Army Air Forces bomber 
crashed into the Pacific Ocean and disappeared, leaving only a 
spray of debris and a slick of oil, gasoline, and blood. Then, on 
the ocean surface, a face appeared. It was that of a young 
lieutenant, the plane's bombardier, who was struggling to a 
life raft and pulling himself aboard. So began one of the most 
extraordinary odysseys of the Second World War. 

Moby Dick (1851 Fiction) by Herman Melville. It is considered 
to be one of the Great American Novels and a treasure of world 
literature. The story tells the adventures of wandering sailor 
Ishmael, and his voyage on the whaleship Pequod, 
commanded by Captain Ahab. Ishmael soon learns that Ahab 
has one purpose on this voyage: to seek out Moby Dick, a 
ferocious, enigmatic white sperm whale. In a previous 
encounter, the whale destroyed Ahab's boat and bit off his leg, 
which now drives Ahab to take revenge.
Free online version: 

http://www.online-literature.com/melville/mobydick/

A Voyage for Madmen (2002 Non Fiction)  By Peter Nichols
In 1968, of nine sailors set off in a race to single-handedly 
circumnavigate the globe nonstop--something that had never 
been done before  . Ten months later, only one of the nine men 
would cross the finish line and earn fame, wealth, and glory. 
For the others, the reward was madness, failure, and death.

The Life of Pi (2001 Fiction) By Yann Martel. Winner of the 
Man Booker Prize  this is the story of an Indian boy named Pi, a 
zookeeper's son who finds himself in the company of a hyena, 
zebra, orangutan, and a Bengal tiger after a shipwreck sets 
them adrift in the Pacific Ocean.  Yann Martel has woven a 
glorious spiritual adventure that makes us question what it 
means to be alive, and to believe.

Island of the Blue Dolphins (1960 Young Adult Fiction) By 
Scott O’Dell tells the story of how twelve-year-old Karana 
escapes death at the hands of treacherous hunters, only to 
find herself totally alone on a harsh desolate island. How she 
survives in the face of all sorts of dangers makes gripping and 
inspiring reading. 

http://www.online-literature.com/melville/mobydick/
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rowing up in Calgary, a trip to the Pacific Ocean was a 

Greally big deal. Before western Canada developed its 
modern Highway system it took two full days driving to 

reach Vancouver.  The winding drive over the Rocky 
Mountains, just to the interior of British Columbia was similar 
to the trip from Oaxaca to Huatulco… except it was a dirt and 
gravel road.   Once we were underway my father stopped for 
nothing short of a life threatening emergency and since I was 
prone to car sickness I do not have fond memories of those 
road trips. None the less, it was worth the suffering to spend a 
few glorious days in the Pacific surf.

Arriving at the beach, we kids couldn't wait to jump into the 
waves.  We lasted about ten minutes before rushing out; lips 
blue, skin the texture of goose flesh.  After huddling under a 
towel to get our blood flowing we'd dart back in.  Even in 
August the Canadian Pacific can be frigid and to us, this was a 
normal seaside vacation.  It was impossible to imagine 
anything as dramatically different as the warm, languid water 
found in Huatulco.  Mexico was almost as remote as the moon 
since traveling by airplane was considered a luxury.  

Half a lifetime later when we decided to open a B&B we were 
unsure as to where it would be but narrowed our search to the 
Pacific coast of Mexico.  We spent five months living like 
gypsies, searching for our new home as we explored every 
beach from San Carlos, Sonora to Huatulco, Oaxaca.  I felt like 
Goldilocks “this is too developed, this has too much surf” and 

began to despair of finding what we wanted until we arrived 
here.   Huatulco felt “just right” and after only three days we 
knew it would be our new home.   

A major deciding factor was the beaches; beyond a doubt, 
Huatulco has some of the nicest in the country.  It was late 
May when we arrived and the crystalline ocean was the 
temperature of a tepid bathtub.  Compared to my frigid 
Canadian experience it felt marvelous!  While not as extreme 
as the goose flesh swims of my childhood, we had discovered 
that many of the resorts on the northern coast of Mexico can 
be rather cool during the winter months.  We also learned 
there is nothing pacific about the Pacific.  The water in many 
of the bays of Huatulco has the advantage of being both warm 
enough and calm to swim comfortably year round.  This is 
important since most foreigners visit during the winter to 
escape the cold northern climate.  It is a pity however, that 
most people never see Huatulco at its most beautiful time, 
when it is lush and green from June to November.   

Traveling to Huatulco can be a challenge and undoubtedly 
there are other resorts in Mexico that are easier to reach.  This 
is a double-edge sword because one of the reasons this is such 
a great place is due to its remote location; the land, the sea and 
the people are still unspoiled.  How many places can you find 
not one, but several virgin beaches without a soul on them?  

Brooke Gazer operates a B&B in Huatulco 

www.bbaguaazul.com 

A Tale of Two Sea Sides
By Brooke Gazer

English Bay Beach, Vancouver Salchi Bay, Oaxaca

Macuhitle 101
La Crucecita, Huatulco

Fresh Fish Everyday!

Glass & Aluminum

“BAHIAS”

Manzana 12 Lot 7
U2 South

Huatulco, Oaxaca
Tel. 958 853 4632

http://www.bbaguaazul.com


Sabali 45, La Crucecita
Tel. 958 583 4014

Advertise in the Eye... huatulcoeye@yahoo.com

Tomy’s
Spa

The real 
pleasure of resting

Massage, Body Treatments, Facials

Palma Real 304
Cel. 958 107 6133

MERIDA
             MOTORS

Tel. 958 105 1771  Cel. 958 1034700
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Thank you to our Advertisers who 
make publishing the Huatulco Eye 
possible. If you read about them 

here, please mention it when you use 
their services.

“Fresh great 

tasting culinary 

delights in very 

warm friendly 

atmosphere”
-LynxCalgary

Santa Cruz, Huatulco
958 587 2655

Closed Mondays
www.cafejuanitamexico.com

http://www.cafejuanitamexico.com


Huatulco Eye 
Donation Boxes

We accept the following:
Gently used clothing, 

items for children, toys, 
toiletries, books (in 

Spanish and English), 
non-perishable food items, 

cleaning supplies.

We deliver to Piña 
Palmera, un Nuevo 

Amanecer, Bacaanda 
Foundation, Red Cross 

Huatulco, DIF and 
individuals in need.

Boxes are located at the 
following:

Señor Puck’s, Resort Real 
Estate, Café Juanita and 

Hemingway’s

Bed & Breakfast
With spectacular ocean views
$89. - $109. USD/room/night

www.bbaguaazul.com
(011 52) 958 5810265

House share for sale
 San Agustinillo, Oaxaca. 

 Beautiful 3 BR 3BA home with pool.  
One third share $150,000 USD firm. 
No monthly fees.  More details and 

photos contact 
richard.rodger@charter.net

View View View 3 levels of ocean vista, 
stairs to beach, contemporary, hip, 
turnkey. 958 100 4484, 
casavolare@hotmail.com,
www.web.me.com/swanfun/Site/casa_
volare.html

http://www.bbaguaazul.com
mailto:richard.rodger@charter.net
mailto:casavolare@hotmail.com,
http://www.web.me.com/swanfun/Site/casa_volare.html
http://www.web.me.com/swanfun/Site/casa_volare.html
http://www.web.me.com/swanfun/Site/casa_volare.html


May

English AA
Huatulco 8pm
For Info:
adamsurfmexico1@hotmail.com

English AA
Huatulco 8pm
For Info:
adamsurfmexico1@hotmail.com

English AA
Huatulco 8pm
For Info:
adamsurfmexico1@hotmail.com

English AA
Huatulco 8pm
For Info:
adamsurfmexico1@hotmail.com

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

Ambulante Film Fest 
in Oaxaca and 

Puerto Escondido
www.ambulante.com.mx

Ambulante Film Fest 
in Oaxaca and 

Puerto Escondido
www.ambulante.com.mx Ambulante Film Fest 

in Oaxaca and 
Puerto Escondido

www.ambulante.com.mx

Rotary Club of Huatulco
Mother’s Day Breakfast

Ocean Bar 9am
Tickets: 958 581 0616

Huatulco Sailfish 
Tournament
Inauguration

Huatulco Sailfish 
Tournament

1st Day

Huatulco Sailfish 
Tournament

Finale

A lot of people attack the sea, 
I make love to it.

Jacques Yves Cousteau

Día del Trabajo 
(Labor Day)

Mexico

May Day

Holy Cross Day 
(Día de la Santa Cruz)

Día de la Madre 
(Mother's Day)

Mexico

Mother’s
Day

USA/ Canada

Victoria Day
Canada

Memorial 
Day
USA

Yamaha
Keyboard Demo

*see page 20

ailfish are a very well-known species of fish 

S(you've probably heard of them, and maybe 
even seen one mounted) because of their 

popularity among sport fishermen. They are world-
renowned for the challenge they provide even the 
most experienced anglers. In fact, there isn't much 
science knows about this species of fish, except what 
observations fishermen have gathered from 
encounters with it. Over-fishing of this magnificent 
fish has led to a noticeable decline in their numbers, 
so that many people who fish for them are putting 
them back after they've caught them (called "catch 
and release"). Even as well known as they are, sailfish 
are a difficult species to study because they are 
highly migratory and are typically found many 
hundreds of miles from shore. These two factors 
make it very difficult for scientists to locate, tag, and 
collect data on specimens. Cooperation from sport 
fishermen who prize this species is essential for 
scientists to learn more about the sailfishes' range 
and behavior.
Source:www.extremescience.com/sailfish.htm

Email Huatulco’s Fishing Club if 
you are interested in petioning for 
Huatulco’s Annual Sailfish 
Competition to be Catch and 
Release.
Tel.958-587-0081    
informes@pescahuatulco.com.mx

Announce your event for FREE
huatulcoeye@yahoo.com

Huatulc
o

Huatulc
o

Idol Idol
Auditions 8pm Auditions 8pm

mailto:adamsurfmexico1@hotmail.com
mailto:adamsurfmexico1@hotmail.com
mailto:adamsurfmexico1@hotmail.com
mailto:adamsurfmexico1@hotmail.com
http://informes@pescahuatulco.com.mx


http://www.viewpoint.net


http://www.cosmoresidences.com
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