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‘Not life, but good life, 
is to be chiefly valued.’ 

-Socrates 

T
he Ancient Greeks, with their demi-gods, 
Mediterranean sunsets,  banquets of food, wine 
and appreciation of the arts, 

. This issue of The Eye we 
celebrate ‘The Good Life’- those wonderful moments 
most of us strive for where it seems everything has fallen 
into place and you look around and think to yourself 
‘yes, this is just right!’  

There are many opportunities for moments like that this 
month. It may be the perfect bite of latke feed to you by 
your loving spouse at a Hanukkah party or watching the 
joy on your children’s faces as they open presents 
Christmas morning. It may be sitting at the incredible 
venue of the Camino Real Zaashila listening to the 
music of Horacio Franco as the Pacific Ocean 
accompanies his flute or perhaps you will be lucky 
enough to go ice skating at the zocalo in Mexico City. All 
around us there are cultural events, fiestas and of 
course there are those Pacific sunsets! As if that weren’t 
enough there is ‘The End of the World!’ What better time 
to throw caution to the wind and savor life!

I will be lying in the grass looking up at the stars, 
holding my daughter’s hand and we will have a good 
giggle of relief when the world doesn’t end. When we 
wake up on December 22nd I will savor that first sip of 
coffee, listen to the birds, make pancakes for breakfast 
and think to myself ‘yes, this is just right!’

See you next month,

Jane

knew something 
about living well

Forget the bucket lists and grand gestures- I hear that 
naked tandem skydiving over the Grand Canyon is 
highly overrated! Find ‘The Good Life’ in the everyday. 
Your life is the little things, the small moments that 
push the clock forward. It isn’t swimming with dolphins, 
it’s your child’s first time at the beach. It isn’t writing the 
Great American Novel it’s saying the right thing to the 
right person at the right time. Where will you be on 
December 21st?

Micro-financing

Music
Dance
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Teresa continues to offer beginners Ballet at the “Casa de 
Cultura” for about 25 little girls.  Her new, larger facility is used 
for the 25 intermediate and 20 advanced students.  Many of 
these teenagers are studying both classical ballet and modern 
jazz.  The minimum time commitment for either style is 5 
hours per week but many dedicate over 20 hrs weekly.   
Teresa's talent and devotion as a teacher combined with the 
enthusiastic commitment of her students has yielded 
exceptional results and our community reaps the benefits from 
their hard work.   

Since she began teaching, Teresa has honored Huatulco with 
two dance performances a year and each year she outdoes 
herself.   The first performance I attended was called “Tierra Y 
Mar” and I was astounded by the choreography which 
integrated classical ballet with modern dance using a variety of 
skill levels from budding baby ballerinas to accomplished 
performers.  In recent years, the performances of some of the 
older, dedicated teens could rival that of professional artists.  
Word has spread locally about the quality of these shows and 
audience attendance has swelled to the point that the 
auditoriums could no longer accommodate those wishing to 
attend.  Last year the performances were divided with Ballet 
and Jazz being performed on separate nights, both to packed 
houses of about 500.  

This December three separate shows will be presented.  (See 
the event calendar for details).    In order to give her students 
additional exposure, Teresa would like to invite people to 
“commission” a show through the Academy for private 
functions.   She requires about one month notice to prepare 
and the fee would be whatever form of gratuity the audience 
feels appropriate.  

As anyone who has attended one of these spectacular shows 
might imagine, the preparation and cost of the numerous 
costumes is a challenge.  If you enjoy sewing, you would be 
welcomed into the circle of volunteer “costumers” currently 
made up primarily of dedicated parents.  Donations of fabric, 
accessories, trimmings such as like marabou, beads or 
sequins and possibly used drapes or evening gowns would also 
be greatly appreciated.  

H
uatulco has moved up another rung on the cultural 
ladder with the opening of Teresa Sanchez's 
“Academia Profesional de Danza Corsan”.  Teresa 
has been offering classes in Ballet and Modern Jazz 

at “The Casa de Cultura” over the past five years but as more of 
the beginners moved into the intermediate levels, a larger 
space was required. With some help from her husband, she 
was finally able to open the new dance academy on Calle 
Cocotillo.  Teresa brings a wealth of dance experience to our 
community and we are fortunate to have her among us. 

Like most professional dancers, she started at an early age and 
devoted years to arduous training.  Teresa began dancing at 
the tender of age seven and by twelve had been accepted into 
the Professional School of Classical and Contemporary Dance 
in Puebla, where she studied for five years. She continued to 
study various forms of dance in addition to choreography at the 
Royal Academy of Dance, part of the University of Puebla. 
While at the School for Teaching Mexican Folkloric Dance she 
also received private tutorage in classical Ballet from Josiane 
Raiga, a former prima ballerina of the Paris Opera Company. 
Josiana recognized Teresa's potential and helped her to spend 
a year in Paris, studying Classical Ballet and Choreography.

After joining the professional company “El Quinto del Sol”, as 
one of the principle ballerinas, the company was invited to 
France.  At the Buglione Theatre in Paris this company of forty 
dancers preformed for three months, thrilling audiences with a 
spectacular combination of Classical Ballet and Mexican 
Folkloric Dance. 

In 2003, the Barceló Hotel offered Teresa Sanchez a position in 
Huatulco as both a choreographer and a principal dancer.  She 
accepted in the spirit of adventure intending to stay for a 
season before returning to the company in Puebla.   Like many 
of us she was mesmerized by the natural beauty of Huatulco 
and never left.  

Despite years of grueling preparation the career span of a 
professional dancer is relatively short.  Their life is filled with a 
rigorous schedule of training, rehearsal and performance.  In 
2006, Teresa decided it was time to move her career toward 
teaching, beginning with five little girls.  She now has 70 
students from toddlers to late teens plus an adult class 
focusing on exercise and body toning.  Although she says she 
misses the adulation and applause of performing, her energy is 
now focused totally on her students and in transmitting her 
passion for the Art of Dance.   

ACADEMIA PROFESIONAL DE DANZA CORSAN
Cocotillo Manz 5 esquina Rosa Laurel
TEL:  958 587 0183
CEL: 958 106 7169

Brooke Gazer operates a bed and breakfast in Huatulco  

www.bbaguaazul.com 

Huatulco's New Dance Academy 

By Brooke Gazer
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CLASSES: 
Tuesdays & Thursdays
from 9:30 to 14:30 hrs

Reservations
011 52 (951) 516 6668

Oaxaca City

info@casadelossabores.com
Reforma 402, Col. Centro Oaxaca, Oaxaca, Mexico

Tel. (951) 516 1165

 daughter of the king. 
and over the years it has been performed at opera houses 
throughout the world. It's secure in its position of importance 
in the standard operatic repertoire, appearing as number 13 on 
the list of operas presented worldwide for the period 2005 to 
2010.  The Metropolitan Opera alone has given us more than 
1,100 performances of Aida, making it the second most 
frequently performed opera by the company, after La Bohème.

Un Baile de Máscaras by Giuseppe Verdi 
Premiered in Rome, on Feb 17, 1859
Live from the MET 
December  22nd, 2012, noon to 3:54 pm
Just two days before the last posada of the Christmas season, 
we will see a new production by David Alden, returning to the 
Met after a 20-year absence.  Alden has changed the location 

thand time of the opera to 20  century Sweden. Tenor Marcelo 
Alvarez leads the cast as the ill-fated king Gustavo III. Sondra 
Radvanovsky (who occasionally hosts the Met interviews 
during intermissions) is Amelia, the object of his secret 
passion. And everyone's favorite Dmitri Hvorostovsky plays 
Amelia's husband. Kathleen Kim as Oscar, the page, delights 
us in yet another trouser role. 

In 2013, the magic continues…
...with six more live transmissions beginning January 5th and 
ending in a flourish April 27th with a new production of 
Handel's Julius Cesar. Don't forget the same-day 10:30 am 
lectures, given by opera expert Sergio Vela in the Lunario 
behind the Auditorio in México City and transmitted to some 
other venues. Sr. Vela is a terrific speaker and his lectures offer 
a deeper, textured interpretation of the day's opera.  Enjoy!

Aida was an instant hit from the start, 

D
ecember, already festive in so many ways, gifts us 
this season with three opera Saturdays from the Met 
repertoire: the final Italian opera written by 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart and two of Giuseppe 

Verdi's most popular operas. Here are a few tidbits to prepare 
you for these delightful afternoons.   

La Clemenza Di Tito by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
Premiered in Prague Sept 6, 1791
Live from the Met
Dec 1, 2012, noon to 3:15 pm
Virtuosic mezzo soprano Elina Garanca, who most recently 
sang the role of Carmen at the MET in 2010, takes on the 
challenge of singing the “trouser” role (woman dressed as a 
man) of Sesto in Mozart's last opera. In a recent interview, the 
Latvian singer tells us what it's like to play a member of the 
opposite sex. “When I am in the role I forget if I am a boy or girl.”  
In fact, once while playing a trouser role, she was dreaming she 
was a boy and when she went to the bathroom in the middle of 
the night, she went into the boy's 'loo.'
     
Ms. Garanca says the role of Sesto is part of the “golden 
repertoire,” and that it is full of coloratura (vocal 
ornamentation of a melody). She feels the coloratura of Mozart 
reflects a greater inner feeling and emotional state than that of 
Rossini (whose operas are also part of her repertoire), who is 
more of an extrovert. This may be the last time to see the 
popular soprano in the role of Sesto, as she is now taking on 
more feminine roles. The opera will be conducted by Baroque 
specialist Harry Bicket.     

Aida by Giuseppe Verdi 
Premiered in Cairo Dec 24, 1871
Live from the MET
December 15th, 2012, noon to 3:50 pm
Regardless of how many times it's viewed, one never tires of 
Verdi's sumptuous epic opera, set in the Egypt of the 
Pharaohs. This production by Sonja Frisell uses every bit of the 
Met's theatrical capacity to portray the grandness of ancient 
Egypt, with spectacular sets and costumes and some the finest 
singers in opera today. Favorite tenor Robert Alagna will play 
the hero Radamés, while Ukranian soprano Liudmyla 
Monastyrska makes her debut as the Ethopian princess slave 
Aida. Olga Borodina has been called one of the best 
interpreters of the role of Amneris,

December Operas Sneak Preview: 
Live from the MET

By Carole Reedy

http://www.huatulcoprimeproperties.com
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F
our years ago Juana, a resident of Teotitlán del 

Valle, Oaxaca's main rug village, was earning 

virtually nothing selling the odd bottle of soda pop or 

package of gum out of her family's narrow, half-

empty storefront.  Today, with the assistance of small, 

interest-free loans facilitated through $50 USD donations from 

tourists visiting Oaxaca, she earns a decent living as the 

proprietor of a handicrafts store filled with colorful hand-

woven wool rugs, tapestries and handbags. 

Fundación En Vía is a non-profit micro-finance organization 

responsible for several similar success stories.  En Vía relies 

exclusively on donations of time, expertise and modest sums of 

money from mainly tourists to the state capital.  En Vía is 

based on two premises:

· Indigenous women who have a trade, talent or 

aptitude, and the desire to succeed, should not be held 

back from realizing their potential as a consequence of 

a lack of training and business knowledge – nor as a 

result of an average borrowing cost of 70% per annum.

· Many visitors, both tourists for a week or two as well as 

those spending longer periods of time in the region, 

look for worthy charitable causes to which they can 

contribute money and/or time and expertise.  This is 

particularly so when it includes an opportunity to 

meet the beneficiaries of their generosity, and their 

families, and learn about their cultural traditions 

through touring their towns.

How Fundación En Vía Works

Fundación En Vía is run almost exclusively by volunteers who 

drive, translate, assist with web design and related 

promotional matters for both the program and participating 

borrowers, liaise with recipients and donors, and give English 

and business classes to the women.

Each donor pays $50 into the program, and is encouraged to 

spend a day in the town in which the women reside, part of a 

group excursion.  The purpose is to learn about the community 

and meet some of the women and their families, and to see 

firsthand how the loans are utilized and their positive impact.

The women repay an initial loan of 1300 pesos over ten weeks. 

Once a loan is repaid the borrower is entitled to subsequent 

loans, provided the need is for a business purpose supported 

by the program.  The second loan is for 2000 pesos, the third 

for 3000 pesos.  Further loans can exceed 3000 pesos, as En 

Vía deems appropriate under the circumstances.  Similarly, 

repayments schedules of these subsequent loans can vary. 

The entirety of each initial donation is used to provide first 

loans to program participants.  Upon repayment, a small

 portion of the repaid funds is used for operating costs and for 

further loans. Proceeds are therefore segregated into two parts; 

the operating portion, and a trust fund used to make interest-

free loans to the women. 

Each recipient is a group comprised of three borrowers. The 

group is made up of women who know and trust each other.  

People tend to work better with others with whom they are 

already acquainted.  This concept works well because the 

women can offer advice and support to one another, and call on 

one another in the event of difficulty making a loan payment.

The En Vía screening process maximizes the likelihood that the 

participants will succeed in their business ventures and 

comply with repayment schedules (in over 800 loans to date, 

the default rate has been about 1%; in each case non-

compliance generally arises from circumstances beyond the 

women's control).  

As a prerequisite for receiving the first loan, each woman must 

complete a business course; and for subsequent loans agree to 

receive a groups of donors who tour their town.  Donors thus 

have the opportunity to meet with the women and their families 

in their homes and businesses. Since the program has 

concentrated on women in the rug weaving town of Teotitlán 

del Valle (though it's expanded to other villages), and most 

loans are related to wool and weaving, tourists have learned 

about rug making.

Touring Teotitlán del Valle with En Vía 

After a 40 minute orientation, a group of donors and three En 

Vía workers leave downtown Oaxaca for Teotitlán del Valle in a 

van.  They first stop at the town church, where an En Vía 

worker, Samantha, explains a little about the town, its people 

and their economic activities, education and system of local 

government. 

“We always need volunteers, although naturally donors are the 

financial backbone of our program,” Samantha stresses as we 

walk to our first workshop.  “As long as visitors will be in 

Oaxaca for at least a month they can volunteer to come to the 

town twice weekly to teach English; and if they plan to be in 

Oaxaca for at least three months we can train them to 

accompany donors into the town, translate, and assist the 

project in other ways including making business and 

marketing suggestions. Our ability to offer and build on our 

programs depends on our volunteers. ” Samantha explains.

In addition to visiting Juana's new handicraft store and 

hearing her story, the group stops to learn from other loan 

recipients:

                          Grassroots Micro-finance in Oaxaca: Fundación en Vía

By Alvin Starkman, M.A., J.D.
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Mazateco, Sector R, Huatulco
Tel (958) 587 1047
Mon- Sat. 8am-9pm 
Sunday 8am- 6pm

Rosa used the proceeds of her first loan to buy raw wool and 

one of the most expensive natural dyes, cochineal, which 

produces tones of red, purple, pink and orange.  The second 

loan, now being processed, will be used to purchase a sturdy 

dolly to enable her to tote her rugs to and from the marketplace 

more efficiently.

Ÿ Lina has had three loans, used to help operate her 

meat and cheese market stall.  Her first loan 

enabled her to expand her selection of cheese, 

second was used to buy a slicer to satisfy demand 

for sliced meats, and third to finally purchase a 

refrigerator, reducing her frequency of ordering 

product and paying for delivery. 

Ÿ Cristina always had a sewing machine, but never 

enough money to buy material, so she did 

piecework, earning 5 – 10 pesos for each apron 

she sewed from a roll of fabric supplied by her 

patron. She bought material with her first loan, 

enabling her to make her own aprons to then send 

to someone else for specialty embroidering, finally 

wholesaling them to market vendors. With a 

second loan she'll buy more sophisticated 

machinery, so she can do all the sewing herself.

Ÿ Gloria's story is similar to Cristina's.  She began 

by making rugs using dyed yarn supplied by her 

patron. With her first loan she bought wool and 

dyes so she could make and wholesale her own 

rugs, and with the second she'll buy more 

material, then additional equipment, eventually 

enabling her to have sufficient stock on hand to 

open her own rug store.

Ÿ The restaurant, where the group stops for 

lunch on the way out of town, has had three 

loans. The first was used to increase the 

diversity of menu options, the second to 

finally be able to supply beer to its customers, 

and the third to build a new roof over part of 

the building, enabling the entire restaurant to 

be used during the rainy season.

Why Participate in Fundación En Vía?

The assistance En Vía provides is not otherwise available to 

townspeople. The individuals selected to participate recognize 

that borrowing at exorbitant rates is imprudent.  Many are 

initially leery of the program, but those who apply and are 

accepted eventually realize the opportunity they have been 

given. Juana was one of the first loan recipients:  

“When Carlos [Last name? program co-founder] first 

approached me, I didn't believe it, and had my doubts.  But 

look at what Fundación En Vía has done for me and my family.” 

Juana's gratitude is echoed in the warmth and welcoming 

nature of each loan recipient visited.  

Alvin and Arlene Starkman operate Casa Machaya 

Oaxaca Bed & Breakfast (www.oaxacadream.com). Alvin has 

written over 270 articles about life and cultural 

traditions in Oaxaca.  He often takes tourists to visit 

the sights in Oaxaca's central valleys.
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Horacio Franco began his musical studies early in life.  He 
comes from the Mexican working class and, of course, when 
the National Conservatory of Music requested the choice of 
instrument, the young boy's choice was the piano.  His mother, 
however, asked him for a choice of instrument within the 
domestic budget and since then, he has retrieved from oblivion 
recorder flutes to symphonic and our world of music.  After 
finishing his studies at the National Conservatory, he won a 
scholarship to study four years under the great maestros at the 
Sweelinck Conservatory, now Amsterdam's Conservatory of 
Music and returned to Mexico with a wealth of knowledge and 
virtuosity.  He has won many well deserved prizes and 
recognition in Mexico and worldwide.  His has been a life of 
hard work (no musicians in his family), dedication, discipline 
and exemplary professionalism.  He is a true artist and 
through his interpretations you can feel what the composer 
was trying to communicate, his love for life and humanity.  
Horacio is always searching for new forms and genders of 
expression and although he is an expert on baroque music, he 
is at present also practicing jazz, besides conducting the 
Capella Cervantina and Madrigalistas from INBA.

But, perhaps his main attribute is being who he is.  A friend to 
all, authentic and generous, he is always willing to help, and as 
demanding as he may be of excellence in himself and others, he 
makes all feel at ease and willing to excel; and the true artist he 
is, infects us with his love for music and life itself.   

HORACIO FRANCO
 By Carminia Magaña

A
 little over a year ago, I was asked to meet with the 
Maestro at his home in Mexico City to work on this 
year's program for Friends of Music Huatulco.  I was 
supposed to have lunch with my daughter, Ximena, 

back in Mexico from Vancouver and whom I had not seen for 
several months, so I asked her to join me at the Maestro's place. 
Although I was late, she arrived promptly and as embarrassed 
as she might have been (they didn't know she was coming), 
both Horacio and Arturo made her feel right at home.   That's 
the great Maestro! Horacio Franco is playing Dec. 13th, 2012 at 

8pm at the Camino Real Zaashila, Huatulco.

Huatulco Beach Properties
One of Huatulco’s Only Ocean-Front Developments!
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Traditional Oaxacan Food

Daily Specials and a la carte

Facebook: laolla.restaurantegaleria

Reforma 402, Centro, Oaxaca.

Reservations: (951) 516 6668 

 8am a 10pm. 

*Mention this ad for a free glass of wine

Gardenia & Palma Real
Huatulco, Oaxaca
 Delivery Service

Tel (958) 105 15 48   Cel 044 958 100  89 60 



F
or many of us there's no greater gift than an actual 
hard-bound book. While electronic reading has moved 
to the forefront (severely affecting sales of print books 
and the well-being of small bookstores), with a printed 

book we can fondle, examine the cover, read the inside 
biographical information about the author, flip through the 
pages, put it down, pick it up…and anticipate the first page.  

As giver and shopper, the experience is equal: the joy of going to 
the bookstore, browsing the shelves, and eventually landing on 
just the right book to match the recipient--a dear friend, 
colleague, or family member. Here are just a few suggestions 
for Christmas giving.  Enjoy the search!

Gone Girl  by Gillian Flynn
Chicagoan Flynn has proven her merit as a fiction writer with 
two previous award-winning books, Sharp Objects and Dark 
Places. Well-known and beloved author Kate Atkinson 
remarks “The plot has it all. I have no doubt that in a year's 
time I'm going to be saying that this is my favorite novel of 
2012.” Plot aside, this book is filled with insightful 
observations of women's and men's expectations, 
relationships, and feelings.   Flynn gets inside her characters.  
Several reviews called the novel brilliant, and one compared 
Flynn to Patricia Highsmith and other authors who have 
“mastered the art of crafting a tense story with terrifyingly 
believable characters.” A perfect gift for friends who love 
novels.

Catherine the Great, Portrait of a Woman by Robert K. 
Massie
Pulitzer-prize winner Robert Massie is a master biographer, 
author of Nicolas and Alexandra; Peter the Great, His Life and 
Times; and The Romanovs, The Final Chapter. 
This story of the obscure German princess who becomes one of 
the most powerful and remarkable woman in history does not 
disappoint.  It was named one of the best books of 2011 by the 
New York Times, The Washington Post, Publishers Weekly, The 
Chicago Tribune, and others. Biography buffs will be thrilled to 
unwrap it. 

Beyond the Beautiful Forevers by Katherine Boo
Oscar Wilde is quoted as saying “The books that the world calls 
immortal are those books that show the world its own shame.” 
This is not an easy book to read. It's set in the slums of 
Mumbai, a place of abject poverty. However, the book is well-
written and researched by Katherine Boo, a staff writer for The 
New Yorker and former writer and editor for the Washington 
Post. She received the Pulitzer Prize in 2000 for Public Service. 
This title brings to mind Rohington Mistry's insightful and 
stunning A Fine Balance (1995), a novel that makes my top-five 
favorite reads list. 

Atlantic by Simon Winchester
The New York Times says, “History is rarely as charming and 
entertaining as it is when told by Simon Winchester.”  Pick up 
Winchester's latest for the history fanatics on your list.

 This “biography of the ocean,” subtitled Great Sea Battles, 
Heroic Discoveries, Titanic Storms, and A Vast Ocean of a 
Million Stories, is sure to amaze all who read it.

The Novels of Mo Yan
This year Guan Moye won the Nobel Prize for Literature. Better 
known as Mo Yan (which means “don't speak” in Chinese), he's 
a novelist, short-story writer, and terrific storyteller. His books 
have been described as “hallucinatory realism, merging folk 
tales, history and the contemporary” and are predominantly 
social commentary.  The author was influenced by the social 
realism of Lu Xun and the magical realism of Gabriel Garcia 
Marquez.  Although unknown to most Western readers, Mo Yan 
is one of the most translated-to-English Chinese writers. He is 
also prolific, and thus there's a fine selection of his works 
available, the best known being Red Sorghum.

Also add to your list the best fall fiction and nonfiction, reviewed 
in the October and November issues of THE EYE.

How to choose a book for another person?  When questioned 
about the final five selections for the National Book Award in 
2011, Victor La Valle, a member of the 2011 Fiction Award 
Panel, remarked: 'These five books worked some kind of magic 
on us. In the end, what's any good reader hoping for?  That 
spark. That spell.'

 Small Books Make Great Stocking Stuffers

Take This Chili and Stuff It  by Karen Hursh Graber 
This little book is chockfull of chile relleno recipes. Ms. Graber, 
expert cook and popular author of south-of-the-border 
culinary delights, has also written a larger Mexican cookbook, 
The Cuisine of Puebla, Cradle of Corn, that contains more than 
75 scrumptious offerings. 

Aura  by  Carlos Fuentes
Carlos Fuentes died earlier this year, leaving a wealth of fine 
literature. A short book of about 85 pages, Aura is one of his 
first and most successful titles as well as one of the most 

thsignificant of Mexico's 20  century narratives. It has provided 
inspiration for many of Mexico's young writers. 

The Pedant in the Kitchen  by Julian Barnes 
Barnes' search for gastronomic precision has been called the 
“funniest piece of food writing you will ever read,” by The Times. 
This small gem will amuse your friends who enjoy cooking and 
are befuddled by cookbooks, as is Barnes.    

Happy holidays from Carole Reedy, who 
hopes and plans to contribute to THE EYE 

throughout 2013.  Write her with suggestions 
or questions: carolina_reedy(at)yahoo.com

A book is a gift you can open again and again. Garrison Keillor

Books as Gifts: Ideas for Christmas

By Carole Reedy
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O
n October 14th The Huatulco Rotary Club in 

coordination with the “World Cataract 

Foundation” out of Memphis, Tennessee, 

organized cataract operations at the Huatulco 

Naval Hospital. Eighty- two people received successful cataract 

operations.

Cataracts are a common affliction, relatively easy to treat. The 

lens of the eye, which is normally transparent, becomes 

opaque.  As we get older the proteins in the eye begins to 

decompose and the symptoms are generally:

The vision turns blurry.

Eyes become sensible to light.

Double vision

Need for more intense light to be able to read

Poor night vision

Colors become yellowed or indistinct.

The surgery is performed under local anesthesia by an 

ophthalmology surgeon.  The opaque covering is removed 

surgically and a lens is permanently implanted, with a great 

probability of success.  The surgery takes about 40 minutes 

per eye and only one eye is attended at a time.  Recuperation is 

approximately 2 weeks of taking it easy, and is not a very 

unpleasant experience, but makes a huge difference in the 

lives of the patients.

One example is our friend, Eladio Ramirez, a farmer, who, has 

lived alone for 40 years in the community of El Zapote. He 

became a widower at the age of 39 when his wife died giving 

birth to their daughter. Over the years of farming,  sunlight 

damaged his vision little by little until he was almost blind, 

which impeded him from working.  He has been surviving by 

charity from his neighbors , one of which  heard of the cataract 

campaign and encouraged him to be examined as a candidate 

for the surgery.  Fortunately after the preliminary studies, he 

was assigned a space for the surgery.  Thankfully, Eladio can 

now take care of himself and has a better quality of life. 

Rotary would like to thank the the Municipal DIF of Santa 

Maria Huatulco, The Maternal/Infantile Hospital, The General 

Hospital Of Pochutla, volunteers of The Health Services Of 

Oaxaca, the DIF of San Miguel Del Puerto and the seven 

doctors and nurses from the “World Cataract Foundation.”

Cataract Operations
By Elizabeth St. Germaine
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D
ecember 2012 has arrived, and some say if you don't 
read this article before the 21st, you will have 
missed your chance.  According to those people, 
December 21st is the last day ever on the Mayan 

calendar– the day the world will end.

From the earliest times to the present, predictions of the end of 
the world have always captured enough attention to sell books, 
gain followers for a leader, inspire works of art, literature, or 
music, and boost tourism to the place where the end is coming.  
But if you are more interested in being correct than in 
momentary fame or wealth, you know it is not prudent to 
predict the end of the world on a certain day –  if you are right, 
no one will be around to recognize your accomplishment, and if 
you are wrong, everyone will know. 

Children are taught to laugh at Chicken Little for proclaiming 
“The sky is falling, the sky is falling,” after an acorn hit him on 
the head.  And most people scoff at social movements that 
announce the imminent end of the world.  Such cults have 
appeared and, after being proved wrong, disbanded time and 
again throughout recorded history and probably before then.  

Many doomsday movements have involved oppressed minority 
groups coalescing around a charismatic leader who promotes a 
vision of the end of the current corrupt world and the advent of 
a better world available only to faithful adherents.  An event 
such as this is commonly called an apocalypse, after the Greek 
word for the revelation which is found in the last book of the 
Christian bible. Other doomsday movements have been based 
on rapid transmission of an interpretation of a current event, 
such as pointing out the appearance of a comet in the sky and 
claiming that the earth will soon be destroyed.  

To some people, the end of the world means the end of life as we 
now know it, to others it means the extinction of human beings 
on earth, and to others the destruction of the planet itself.  
During the last century, some astrophysicists calculating the 
expansion of the universe developed an 

equation showing the universe would stop expanding, then 
contract, and collapse into a tiny dot – just the opposite of the 
big bang.  For them, the end of the world meant the end of the 
entire universe! You should feel comforted that the opposing 
view – a continually expanding universe – prevails among the 
scientific community.

But most doomsday movements have been unscientific in 
nature and based on beliefs that run counter to solid evidence.  
For example, fear of the world ending underlies many religious 
holidays and observances around the winter solstice, when the 
days grow shorter and shorter and the sun seems to disappear.  
Christmas lights, Hanukah candles and Kwanza candles all 
reflect such basic fears. 

If you think about it though, the end of all human beings on 
earth is not really implausible.  Over the course of history, the 
earth has experienced dramatically different conditions than 
now prevail.  Other dinosaurs might have scoffed at the 
dinosaur who, observing whatever was going to destroy them, 
said “This will be the end of us!”  But it was true.

As we approach the end of the current cycle of the Mayan 
calendar, which was explained in an article in the November 
issue of The Eye, one naturally mulls over the enormously 
successful Mayan civilization at its height, with its advanced 
governmental, religious, scientific, and mathematical skills.  
Modern science still has not reached a firm conclusion about 
what combination of natural and human-caused events 
brought that civilization to its destruction.  But it only seems 
reasonable that at the time there were many Mayan scholars 
who understood what was happening yet were powerless to do 
anything about it.  How would they react to today's fatalists, 
mostly from north of Mexico, who say the end of the Mayan 
calendar on 12/21/12 portends the end of the world?  Maybe 
they would chuckle and applaud the tourist industry in 
Mexico, which has capitalized on this phenomenon and 
created a substantial increase in the number of travelers 
visiting Mayan ruins.

The End of the World
By Marcia Chaiken and Jan Chaiken
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Lawyer Perla Vazquez Moctezuma

Hotel Maxico, Local #1
Santa Cruz Huatulco, Oaxaca

Mobile 958 116 7292 Telcel
Mobile 958 107 3221 Movistar

Contact us for all your
 legal needs! 

www.consultorialegalvm.com

Immigration Specialist

Today's scientific community is once again nearly unanimous 
in predicting we are facing a future that is unsustainable for 
human beings if nothing is done.  They have documented in 
great detail the myriad changes reflecting climate change due 
in most part to human activity:

Sea levels rising at double the rate of the last century.
Global temperatures rising; the last 12 years have include the 
10 warmest years ever recorded.

Ocean temperatures rising globally 1/3 of a degree since 1969.  
That may not seem extreme, but think of the vast expanse of 
ocean that had to be heated to raise the temperature that 
much.

Major portions of continental ice sheets disappearing;  
Greenland and Antarctica lost 36 cubic miles or more each 
year between 2002 and 2006.

Shrinking Arctic sea ice glaciers retreating in Africa, Alaska, 
the Alps, Andes, and the Rockies.

The acidity of the oceans increasing; each year the upper layer 
of the oceans is absorbing about 2 billion tons of carbon dioxide  

Increasing numbers of extreme weather events including 
record breaking temperatures and record breaking rainfalls.

Scientists use these data about the past in computer models 
that predict what will happen, with and without any specific 
changes being made by the people who live on earth.  In March 
2009, an international array of scientists and engineers 
gathered in New York to meet among themselves and with New 
York City emergency preparedness officials.  They not only 
predicted the rising threat of severe storms with storm surges, 
they also explained what should be done to mitigate the 
damage and laid out the costs.  Basically, large parts of New 
York City cannot survive very long without extremely expensive 
action being taken.  We all know there is not now the collective 
will to spend what is required.  How soon will tourists be 
visiting an empty southern Manhattan, with the same sense of 
awe that they now have at Chichen Itza and Uxmal?

In 2011, the National Academy of Sciences (US) published its 
report on climate choices. The scientific panel said that 
additional climate changes can be expected for all plausible 
scenarios of future greenhouse gas emissions. There is not any 
doubt what is occurring, only doubt about what choices will be 
made. They urged that prudent risk management demands 
advanced planning to deal with possible adverse 
outcomes—known and unknown—by increasing resilience to 
both gradual changes and the possibility of abrupt disaster 
events.

How do you envision the worst consequences of climate 
change?  Will whole areas of North America catch on fire, a 
huge firestorm engulfing everyone?  Will all drinkable water on 
earth dry up?  Will everyone starve to death when it becomes 
impossible to grow plants or raise animals?  Will our 
infrastructure of roads and bridges and buildings and 
electricity be destroyed, reducing people to primitive 
existence?  Will our archeologists and anthropologists have 
enough time to find out what happened to the Maya?  

Perhaps you might set aside December 21st for clarifying your 
own personal thinking about the end of the world. Tell us your 
conclusions by responding to The Eye survey available on the 
online version of this issue.  If the world hasn't ended, the 
results will be published in the February 2013 issue of The Eye.
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The Source
By Donna Corns

ou're in the jungle.  It's day two of intermittent rain 

and the air in the rustic cabana clings to you, such 

that no part of your bodily surface wants contact Ywith any other. The fresh air outside cannot come 

through the mosquito screens, though somehow the 

mosquitoes have found a way in. You readjust your position to 

find a clear space on the springy bed - somewhere between 

recently purchased items and articles in dire need of a wash. 

The novel you're reading is not escapism enough. 

Consciousness is disturbed. A faint but very distinct odor, as of 

something in an advanced state of decay, hovers like a blurred 

shadow in the corner of your mind. It is most noticeable when 

you move. 

Your travelling companion looks up from her journal, shooting 

an accusing glance, “Do you smell that?” The odor is now in the 

foreground of consciousness. You sniff your clothes on the bed, 

and do the same to those hanging above the window frame with 

hopes to dry. Your backpack is thoroughly inhaled.  All are 

innocent of that particular flavor. You get up. There it is again – 

an odor most foul.  It seems to be coming from under the bed.  

The underbelly of the bed is inspected. The smell is rich, ripe 

and unmistakably that of rotting flesh. Something or (God 

forbid… someone) has long died.  And is not under the bed. 

You slowly circle the room trying to be instinctual about this. 

As your bare foot touches the wooden bottom, a floorboard 

creaks and a sharp whiff hits you in the solar plexis.  The 

source of the putrid stench is under the floor. Relieved you 

don't have to deal with any corpse, you cover the offending area 

with the matted cabana issued blanket.

Your companion lights an insec t repellent coil to further mask 

the unlovely aroma and as it is put out of mind, something else 

becomes apparent. A very faint scratching sound. You turn the 

page and go back, to continue where you had left off. (Must be 

rats feasting on whatever died). Another sound accompanies 

the scratching. It is a kind of muffled cry, like a tiny baby 

animal (Oh great, baby rats). The scratching noises intensify, 

and the whimpering becomes more desperate. You look over to 

your friend and see she is thinking the same. You really don't 

want to say the words, but these sounds are connected to that 

smell. Something is trapped under the floorboards and has not 

yet died. And is possibly being eaten by rats.

Winner of The Eye Short Story Contest!
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Your friend lifts the blanket and shines her flashlight through 

the gap in the floor. Nothing can be seen. The smell takes on 

unholy dimensions. Fierce clawing noises and the suppressed 

cries. Something, not yet dead, is buried beneath you in your 

jungle cabin. It's eleven forty five on a rainy Sunday night. 

There is no-one at reception. You don't have an ax, and you're 

just not sure you are ready to deal with whatever is suffering 

so.

You decide to place the blanket over the gap in the floorboard 

and hope that the suffering is short-lived. You are not inclined 

to turn a blind eye, but you are at a loss of how to react. You 

pace around some and then get back into novel-reading 

position. The noise resumes. Your friend too, is upset by this. 

Whatever is stuck down there is in obvious distress. You try to 

soothe her conscience a little, “Look, it's sad, but there is 

nothing we can do. Besides, the smells suggests--”  You stop.  “ 

Let's put on some music and try to get some sleep.”  She relents 

and you reach for the light switch, flicking through your iPod in 

search of a song to accompany the creature's soul out of their 

world of pain. 

You settle on something placid by Cat Stevens. You lie on your 

back staring at the ceiling. The noise dies down. You sigh. It 

returns, this time more insistent.  This lifeform wants to 

survive. 

Your friend sits up. “I'm going outside.”  She's right. You may 

be able to see something from the side. She leads, flashlight in 

hand. You breathe, bracing yourself for what might be under 

there.

You crouch on your knees on the cold wet ground next to your 

friend and look. She shines the light at several angles. Nothing 

extraordinary: grass, stones, possibly an old shoe…. And 

there, slumped in a hollow – a shiny black mother dog 

breathing fast. And four, no five, black suckling pups.  You 

catch the sparkle in your friend's eye. “It wasn't dying, it was 

being born!”  Embracing on the jungle floor, you roll around 

laughing. You go back inside and flop down on your beds, 

finally drifting off into the rejoicing sounds of the jungle at 

night.

Dr. Gabriel 
Oropeza Cardenas

OB/GYN  
Colposcopy
Ultrasound

Surgery
Cancer Detection

High Risk Pregnancies

Beta Centauro Bldg. A3 Apt. 3
La Crucecita, Huatulco

Tel (958) 587 2297 Cel . 958 587 8518
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Donna was born in South Africa and has 
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U
n Nuevo Amanacer (UNA) is a non-profit 

organization dedicated to helping disabled 

children of the Huatulco region for the past fifteen 

years.  They provide ongoing therapy to about 

110 children annually; assisting with problems which include 

hearing and speech impairment, neurological and cognitive 

disorders, and a variety of physical disabilities. (See Dec 2011 

issue for more details).  UNA has a part time physiotherapist 

and four full time teachers but this is not nearly enough. Most 

therapy is one on one so that the need for physical and 

occupational therapists and for teachers for the deaf and 

mentally impaired is endless.  To make up the short- fall they 

rely on professional volunteers.  Professionals who have come 

from outside the region to volunteer at the center for six 

months or more are given free accommodation by UNA.  These 

people are often students who have just completed a degree in 

their field and need experience but without a salary cannot 

afford to rent an apartment. 

UNA would like to be able to attract more professionally trained 

volunteers but the cost of paying rent eats a large hole into 

their operating budget.  Fortunately a solution seems to be at 

hand.  A few years ago a piece of land was donated to UNA near 

the Cobao High School.  This location was at the end of a dirt 

road, past U2 and not an easily accessible part of town.  

Recently UNA was able to sell this lot and purchase one in 

Sector N, which is across the street from Marina Chahue. 

Eventually, they intend to build an up down duplex where they 

can offer accommodations and attract good volunteer teachers 

and therapists.  This project will go a long way to increasing the

level of service and to making UNA a more self sustaining 

organization.  It will be a few more years until they have the 

funds to complete this project but there is light at the end of the 

tunnel.  

How Can I help?

Please understand that checks written on accounts outside 

Mexico can cost up to $50USD to processes and that money 

transfers from outside the country cost about $20USD on 

BOTH sides of the transaction. For this reason a cash donation 

is the best option and UNA will be happy to issue an official 

numbered receipt.  In the near future they are hoping to set up 

an account with “PAY PAL” for donations. UNA is an official 

registered charity within Mexico so donations are tax 

deductable for anyone with a Mexican corporation.  The 

organization's finances are transparent and it is possible to 

access fiscal records if you have doubts.

Over 70% of the funding for UNA comes from private funding.  

A separate fund has been established in order to 

segregate finances for the building project.  

 their administrator

Flor Castillo by e-mail  or drop by the 

center; she is generally there between 11AM and 2PM 

weekdays.  UNA is located above the hardware store 

“Ferrealanza” on Calle Jazmin. 

 

Last year two successful fundraisers were held by the foreign 

community in Huatulco which went a long way to keeping UNA 

solvent.  

To make a 

donation either to the new building fund, or to their general 

revenues or to volunteer you can contact  

 

unahux@hotmail.com

 

Brooke Gazer operates a bed and breakfast in Huatulco 

www.bbaguaazul.com 

A Housing Project for UNA Volunteers

By Brooke Gazer 

mailto:unahux@hotmail.com


Located in the Santa Cruz Marina
Beside the Gas Station

Tel. 958 105 1437
Cell. 958 109 2403

Café and LoungeA reminder about the Snipsisters Spay/ Neuter 
clinics happening on the coast this month. To 

volunteer or for more info contact Heidi.
heidi@snipsisters.com

December 5th- 8th Clinic days in Coyula
December 10th- 12th  Clinic days in 
Cuatunalco
Dec 13th-14th- Clinic days in Barra de la Cruz



M
exican holidays are a mix of emotions. 

Underlying the boisterous parties and 

celebrations are quieter pursuits: silence, 

reflection, respect, and prayer. 

It all starts December 12 and continues until January 6.  In 

D.F., thousands of brilliant red poinsettias line the streets of 

Reforma, and decorations adorn every part of the city.  Closer 

to Christmas, nacimientos (manger scenes) find a home on 

Reforma also.

Trying to conduct business in the capital during this time? 

Take a pass—it won't happen. It is also wise to make hotel and 

restaurant reservations far in advance. There's something for 

everyone and, as is the tradition in this great city, many of the 

events are free of charge to the public.

Following November's Day of the Dead and Revolution Day 

activities, on December 12 we celebrate the most famous 

woman of Mexico, the Virgin of Guadalupe. Everywhere you 

look in Mexico you'll see her image, from the facades of 

buildings to posters, candles, jewelry, clocks, and clothes.  A 

huge mass, attended by people from all over the world, is held 

at the Basilica, which houses her original image.  You will not 

miss the day…the fireworks will remind you!

Christmas Concert   A full orchestra and six choruses 

interpret traditional carols at the Auditorio Nacional on 

Reforma on Sunday, Dec 9, at 6 pm.   It's a delightful, festive 

concert for the whole family and a perfect way to start the 

holiday season. You can buy tickets at the Auditorio Nacional or 

through Ticketmaster.  200 to 600 pesos.  

The Nutcracker Suite   The National Dance Company, along 

with the Bellas Artes Orchestra, has set aside seven dates to 

present this perennial favorite at the Auditorio Nacional:  Dec 

14 (a general rehearsal open to  public at 7:30 pm), Dec 15 (at 

7:30 pm), Dec 19 (at 7:30 pm), Dec 20 (at 4:30 pm and 7:30 

pm), Dec 21 (4:30 pm and 7:30 pm), Dec 22 (at 7:30 pm), Dec 

23 (at 4:30 pm and 7:30 pm). Prices range from 180 to 500 

pesos. The event lasts two hours.  Children from three years of 

age need a ticket. 

At the Zócalo the center of the hustle bustle of the holidays, all 

eyes are on the huge ice rink that is free to all, including skate 

rental.  In the evenings, shows on ice are presented. Plus, there 

are toboggan slides and snowman-making workshops for the 

children.  For details, see 

For a fabulous bird's eye view of this spectacular, enjoy a drink 

or meal at one of the restaurants in the hotels that overlook the 

Zócalo: the Majestic, the Gran Hotel Cuidad de Mexico, or the 

Holiday Inn

Shopping for gifts

Whether you're shopping for presents for your family or 

friends, or for a special treat for you, there are several markets 

and bazaars that take place during the holidays that should 

satisfy all your gift needs. 

All year long, but especially in December, enjoy the Bazaar  

Sábado (Saturday Bazaar) in San Ángel.  Visitors from all over

www.cultura.df.gob.mx

December in D.F:  
A Time to Celebrate and Reflect

By Carole Reedy
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 the world come to shop here.   See a detailed description of the 

Bazaar in The Eye December 2011 issue.  Here you will find 

the finest hand-crafted gifts in the country, each a work of art. 

Outside the Bazaar, easel artists display and sell their 

creations.  The Bazaar is open from 11 am to 7 pm located at 

Plaza Jacinto, Colonia San Ángel. Metrobus stop is La Bombilla 

On December 1, Christ Church holds its annual Christmas 

Fair, one of the most popular fairs of the season. Besides hand-

crafted gifts for all ages, another highlight of the fair is a room 

filled with used books in good condition for sale.  There is also a 

food court, offering a welcome respite from shopping. In 

addition, the homemade jams and chutneys make great 

stocking stuffers. It's easy to find Christ Church.  Hop on the 

bus on Reforma and get off at Montes Escandinavos walk about 

a block or so to the corner of Sierra Madre (the address is 

Montes Escandinavos 405, Colonia Lomas de Chapultepec). 

Christmas Eve   This is the night that Mexican families gather 

for dinner following the last posada of the season or church 

services (which take place all over the city).   On this night 

many clubs and restaurants are closed, because this is the 

night to celebrate at home with your family until the wee hours 

of Christmas day. 

New Years Eve   As of this writing, we don't have an 

announcement for the usual free concert taking place at the 

Monumento del Ángel or the Monumento de Revolución, both 

conveniently located in centro.  Famous Mexican entertainers 

fill the bill, with fireworks at midnight, of course. The past two 

years we have enjoyed concerts by Yuri and Joan Sebastian.   

Of course, the Zócalo will be jam packed with people bringing in 

the New Year

Three Kings Day (January 6) This is the main gift-giving day in 

Mexico.  Throughout the city you will find the Three Kings 

talking to the children, taking their “orders” just as Santa 

Claus does in the US.   

On this day, it is tradition to prepare and eat a rosca de reyes, a 

wreath-shaped coffee cake made only at this time of year.  The 

rosca contains a small plastic figurine of the baby Jesus.  If you 

are the lucky person to find that figurine in your piece of cake, 

it is your duty to provide tamales for the breakfast at yet 

another celebration that takes place on February 2, Día de 

Candelaria.

If you are a frequent traveler to Mexico, you know that most 

events are not publicized far in advance. As a result, we can't 

include complete information about some other fun and 

worthwhile activities.  So on arrival in D.F., be sure to pick up a 

copy of Tiempo Libre at any corner kiosk for a complete list of 

activities. Also check  online. 

¡Feliz Navidad Y Prospero Año Nuevo………Disfrutan todo!  

www.ticketmaster.com.mx
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nternationally, microlending has been lauded as a 
tremendous benefit for the working poor. In Bangladesh a 
man named Mohammad Yunus founded the Grameen IBank in 1983, and in 2006 was awarded the Nobel Peace 

Prize for his work making fair priced loans available to poor 
working people. The Grameen Bank has been an inspiration to 
like-minded people around the world.  

In Mexico, there have been numerous organizations formed to 
bring this benefit to the people (see Alvin Starkman's article on 
Fundación en Via in this issue), and have a seemingly endless 
list of success stories of those who have used small amounts of 
borrowed money to make large advances in their lives. However 
some corporations have entered this market, and because of 
lack of government regulations or laws limiting excesses, have 
built extremely efficient, and some say obscenely profitable 
business models. One of the most visible of these, but not by 
any means the only, is Elektra/Banco Azteca.

If an individual with a modest income were to seek a loan in the 
U.S., Canada, or most of the rest of the developed world, he 
would do so under the assumption that he was relatively safe 
from tricks and unfair interest rates. By law lenders must 
follow regulations including full disclosure of costs, 
interest/principal balance in each payment scheduled, and 
the interest be must continually calculated on the decreasing 
balance through the life of the loan, and represented as an 
accurate “annual percentage rate”. Essentially none of these 
are law in Mexico.

A small loan to a working Mexican can be represented as a 1% 
interest loan, but if the interest is collected weekly at 1% and 
the decreasing balance of principal is not considered, at the 
end of 52 weeks of payments, the borrower has actually paid 
52% interest on his loan.  This is a simple example, but by no 
means a worst-case scenario of loans being made every day. 
This example doesn't even account for the fact that there is a 
15% tax on loans in Mexico, which is usually factored in and 
deducted from the loan amount turned over to the buyer. All 
legal in Mexico, all criminal in most developed countries, and a 
lender would lose his license to operate if he practiced business 
this way.

Arguments can certainly be made about the higher risks 
engendered when loaning to low-income first-time borrowers. 
However Banco Azteca has developed a business model that 
vastly reduces those risks and the subsequent exposure to 
losses. They have teams of collection agents, most on scooters 
or motorcycles, which establish and maintain contact 
regularly with borrowers. Aided with cutting-edge electronic 
equipment, the agents are there almost immediately if there is 
a missed payment, and the loan agreements include lists of the 
borrowers' appliances (at depreciated values) and serial 
numbers which are incorporated into the loan agreements as 
collateral. If there is a default, regardless of hardship, the listed 
items are repossessed and resold at one of the chain of Elektra 
used equipment stores, effectively paying off the loan. Loan 
default rates are surprisingly low. Critics of these lenders 
primarily object to the lack of transparency in presentation, 
and the interest rates charged, which have led to enormous 
profits.

Borrowers seeking loans in this “micro” category are very often 
minimally educated and lack worldly experience. If the 
government of Mexico were to look closely at the growing list of 
microlending corporations (now including WalMart de Mexico) 
and their overall lending practices, they may see that there is a 
need for change in regulations for the sake of the citizens that 
depend on them. Profits are excellent, but excessive profits can 
sometimes indicate injustice.

Microlending: 
Mexico's Double-Edged Sword

By Neal Erickson

“A banker is a man who will lend 
you the short sleeve shirt off his 

back and demand a long sleeve one 
in return.” 

― Jarod Kintz
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#1. Carlos Slim Helú.  $69.0 billion
Commonly known as Carlos Slim, is the richest individual in 
the world with a net worth of $69 billion as of March 2012. He 
made his fortune through the telecommunications business, 
specifically as Chairman and CEO of the Mexican mega 
monopolies Telmex, Telcel and América Móvil. His parents 
were both of Lebanese descent, having migrated eventually to 
Mexico City, although his mother was born in Chihuahua 
Mexico. His father and his uncle founded the business La 
Estrella de Oriente (“the Star of the East”), a dry goods store, 
with 25,800 pesos. The young Carlos learned about business 
early in life, although his father died when Carlos was only 13. 
He received a degree in engineering from UNAM, and started 
the Grupo Carso in 1965, the first of his many businesses. He 
is also a respected philanthropist and baseball lover.

In response to criticism of his dominance over 
telecommunications in Mexico he responded: "When you live 
for others' opinions, you are dead. I don't want to live thinking 
about how I'll be remembered." Despite his riches he has lived 
in the same 6 bedroom house for 30 years and drives himself to 
work.

The Richest Mexicans 

#2. Ricardo Salinas Pliego $17.4 billion
He received his BA in Monterrey, Mexico, and an MBA from 
Tulane University in the late 1970's. He comes from a business 
family, going back four generations.  He is currently President 
and CEO of Grupo Salinas, which include TV Azteca, Mexico's 
second largest broadcaster. However, the majority of his 
fortune lies with Grupo Elektra, the electronics retailer that 
benefits hugely through its financing branch loaning to even 
very low-income customers. He owns a large stake in Telavisa 
and Iusacell which is now in competition with America Movil 
and Telcel.  

He has been implicated in several scandals, including the 
armed theft of the CNI Channel 40 antennas located at 
Chiquihuite Peak, Mexico City known as Chiquihuitazo, by TV 
Azteca commandos at dawn on December 27, 2002 

#3. Alberto Bailleres Gonzalez  $16.5 billion
Mr. Gonzalez, 80 years old and with four children, was born in 
Mexico City and has made his fortune through trade, mining, 
insurance, retail sales, investment groups, and even 
education. He is President of Grupo Bal, a business 
conglomerate with broad investments including mining, 
finance, insurance, retail sales and pension funds. He is also a 
bullfighting fan and owns a part of the Coca Cola bottler 
Femsa. 

#4. German Larrea Mota-Velasco  $14.2 billion
Mr. Mota-Velasco, 58, is CEO of Grupo Mexico, the largest 
mining company in Mexico and the third largest copper 
producer in the world with controlling interest of a large 
Peruvian copper mine. He is also Director of the National Bank 
of Mexico, which is part of Grupo Financiero Banamex, the 
Mexican Council of Businessmen, and Grupo Televisa. He 
founded and was CEO of Grupo Impresa, a publishing 
company, until it was sold in 1989. 

Grupo Mexico operates a coal mine in San Juan de Sabinas, 
Coahuila, where the mining disaster known as Pasta de 
Conchos occurred on February 19, 2006. An explosion trapped 
sixty-five coal miners.  Workers had apparently been on strike 
at least 14 times over wages and mine safety. 

#5. Jeronimo Arango $4.0 billion
Mr. Arango founded a chain of supermarkets known as  
Bodega Aurrerá in 1958, starting with a clothing store in 
Mexico City. In 1997 the chain merged with Wal-Mart. 

Richest Woman

María Asunción Aramburuzabala Larregui de Garza  

A 49 year old businesswoman in Mexico and Latin America, 
Aramburuzabala is CEO and President of Tresalia Capital and 
Vice Chairman of Grupo Modelo. She is also member of the 
Executive Committee of Grupo Modelo and Vice Chairman of 
DIFA as well as Chairman of Tresalia Educación. She serves as 
Director in several important Mexican companies Boards such 
as Grupo Televisa (since 2000, currently Vice Chairman of the 
Board), America Movil, Empresas ICA, Banamex - Citigroup, 
Aeromexico, BCBA Impulse, KIO Networks and GA&A Group; 
and actively participates as member of the NYSE Advisory 
Committee.

$2.0 billion

#1

#3 #4

#2

#5

By Julie Etra
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La Divina 
Providencia 2
Natural Medicines

Ocotillo #303
La Crucecita, Huatulco
(958) 106 4325

Private Tour Guide Figueroa 
Medical Laboratory 

Guamuchil Ave. 
Bldg.B3 Apt. 3 
Beta Centauro

Tel. 958 587 0417
Cel. 958 100 6155

MERIDA
             MOTORS

Tel. 958 105 1771  Cel. 958 1034700
Lote 193, Sector T, Huatulco

Plaza Madero #134
Huatulco, Oaxaca

(958) 105 1683, (958) 583 4626

OPTICA 
AYLA

VIRTUAL ASSISTANT SERVICES

Computer Consulting & Education
Data Entry & Analysis

 Formatting, Editing & Proofreading
Language Translation

virtual.office.mex@gmail.com
 Cel. 958-107-0249

Experienced, Reliable, Confidential

Calling any available 
musicians in the 
Huatulco area that 
would like to form a 
band.
ladyann@vom.com

This space 
is available 

for your
 services listing! 

Manicure and Pedicure
Acrylic Nails, Gel Polish

Plaza Madero, Huatulco
Tel. (958) 100 9998

Services 
Listings

www.oaxacabedandbreakfast.org

Mention this ad for a 10% discount on your stay.
Some restrictions apply.

Postres 
del Sol

Calle Principal, Zipolite, Oaxaca
(Between Comedor Alex & Deposito Los Georges)

PostresDelSol@gmail.com
Cel Orders: 958 107 02 49 

We can deliver

"Brownies, Chocolate 
Cake, Carrot Cake,  Maple 

Butterscotch Pecan 
Cheesecake, Cookies, 
Muffins... and More!

The Eye 23

www.cafejuanitamexico.com

Santa Cruz, Huatulco
Tel. 958 587 2655
Cel. 958 100 7339
Closed Mondays

http://www.oaxacabedandbreakfast.org
http://www.cafejuanitamexico.com


 

TEL: (958) 587 0333 or 587 0440.
www.huatulcorealestate.com       

contact@huatulcorealestate.com

House share for sale
 San Agustinillo, Oaxaca. 

 Beautiful 3 BR 3BA home with 
pool.  One third share $150,000 

USD firm. No monthly fees.  More 
details and photos contact 
richard.rodger@charter.net

View View View 3 levels of ocean vista, 
stairs to beach, contemporary, hip, 

turnkey. 958 100 4484, 
casavolare@hotmail.com,

www.web.me.com/swanfun/Site/casa
_volare.html

Gorgeous 2 bdr. Beach House
in Salchi Bay

Turn Key Opportunity
$260 000 USD 

For photos and more info:
 ritapaterson@hotmail.com 

FOR SALE
Puerto Angel: 3 bdrm 

house. Oceanview
Priced to Sell!

huatulcoeye@yahoo.com

 
 All information regarding the Real Estate advertised herein 

has been provided by the individual party, the seller or their 
agent. The Eye does NOT assume any responsibility for the 
validity  of the information provided. The Eye is not liable for 
misinformation, typographical errors, errors of omission, 
misprints or other errors in these advertisements. We reserve 
the right to revise or reject any advertisement. The Eye is not a 
real estate broker and receives no commission upon the sale 
or rental of the property. Prospective buyers should contact a 
real estate agent for real estate advice and /or their lawyer for 
legal advice concerning the purchase of any properties 
advertised here.

For Sale By Owner

huatulcoprimeproperties@gmail.com

www.huatulcoprimeproperties.comLuxury Penthouse

Ocean, Beach, Marina and Mountain Views!

Private Villa suitable as Boutique hotel

 close to Chahue beach and town center

USA Tel. 512- 430 4575

Huatulco Tel. 958- 587 1828

Best Quality     Absolute Privacy       Best Value

Amazing 2bdrms condo, large terrace with 
view to the water and park. Just 50 steps to 

the beach!
Price $ 310,000,000 USD!

An Absolute Steal!!!
TEL: (958) 587 0333 or 587 0440.

www.huatulcorealestate.com       
contact@huatulcorealestate.com

The Eye
Real Estate Listings

Sponsored By
Remax Huatulco

CHANTICO,  the place to be! Private penthouse, 
1bdrm, 1bth. One block from Santa Cruz beach!

Mitla 402 – 3 Santa Cruz, Sector A 
Santa Cruz Huatulco, Oax.

TEL: (958) 587 03 33, 587 04 40.
 

Email: contact@huatulcorealestate.com

HOT Price $ 130,000 USD!

www.huatulcorealestate.com

Two studio condos, located two blocks from the beach of 

Santa Cruz, recently reduced to  (corner unit) 

and  (adjoining unit). Buy separately! 

$ 85,000 USD

$ 80,000 USD Or joined 

for $ 155,000.00 USD!!! 

mailto:richard.rodger@charter.net
mailto:casavolare@hotmail.com,
http://www.web.me.com/swanfun/Site/casa_volare.html
http://www.web.me.com/swanfun/Site/casa_volare.html
http://www.huatulcorealestate.com


Casa Orquidea Zipolite Vacation Rental.  
New beautiful vacation rental home in 

Zipolite with 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 
SKY TV, hot water, private access and 
parking, totally furnished with amazing 

views of the Pacific Ocean.  Check out our 
Facebook page Casa Orquidea Zipolite.  

Contact us at 
casaorquideazipolite@gmail.com. 

Bed & Breakfast
With spectacular ocean views
$89. - $109. USD/room/night

(011 52) 958 581 0265
www.bbaguaazul.com

The River House
Zimatan, Oaxaca

www.theriverhouse-huatulco.com

3 bdrm, 
oceanview, 
telephone/ 

internet, hot 
water, furnished 

home.
Minimum 6 

months rental.

FOR RENT
Puerto Angel

huatulcoeye@yahoo.com

10-2 pm  4 - 7pm weekdays 
Saturday 10-1pm

Pino Suarez 519, Oaxaca City

www.oaxlibrary.org

2  commercial properties for sale by owner    

Great investment property  close to Chahue Beach and Marina   

Suitable for wine & deli, snacks, internet café,

 retail store, office and  show room.

USA  512 - 430 4575        Huatulco  958 - 587 1828              ukaufhold@gmail.com

Commercial 1    interior area 1540 sq.ft. / 143 m2   
plus  exterior area 1140 sq.ft. / 106 m2

Commercial 2   interior area 710 sq.ft. / 66 m2
adjacent to park and beach walk

 Beach-ocean front luxury condo 
2009 Casa Anita in Sueno del 

Mar, Chahue Beach,
 2 BR, 2 BA, completely 

furnished, ready for move in.

http://casaanita2007.com/sales.htm
call owner: 312 698-4466      

email owner: Villak@aol.com
in Huatulco:  958 587 1828      

360 degree Ocean view lot in 
Residential Conejos, prime 

location.

CASA 4 RENT (DAY,WEEK OR MONTH) .
IN BARRA DE LA CRUZ.

1 OR 2 BEDROOMS 
FULLY FURNISHED

www.lacremahuatulco.com
Lacremabar@hotmail.com

Selling or Renting 
your home?

Advertise in The Eye 
Real Estate Listings.

This space for 
300 pesos/ month

huatulcoeye@yahoo.com

New Seafood Menu
Cold Beer

Try our Margaritas
*Mention this ad

 for 2x1 draft beer

The Eye Team 
wishes our 
readers and 
advertisers a 

wonderful 
holiday 
season!

311 Palma Real, La Crucecita, Huatulco

http://www.bbaguaazul.com
http://www.theriverhouse-huatulco.com


December

English AA 6pm
Puerto Escondido 
Cafecito Riconada

English AA 6pm
Puerto Escondido 
Cafecito Riconada

English AA 8pm
Huatulco 
Remax Plaza, Chahue

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30

On the Riviera

Oaxaca City

Weekly Event

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

Announce your 
event for FREE

huatulcoeye@yahoo.com

State Band Concert
12:30pm Free

Zócalo- Oaxaca City

Xochimilco 
Organic Market

Etla Market
Tlacolula Market

Zaashila Market

Ocotlan Market
Xochimilco 

Organic MarketPochutla Market

Poetry Readings 9pm
 Dos Estrellas Cultural Center

 Zipolite

Salsa Lessons  9pm
 Dos Estrellas Cultural Center

 Zipolite

 “Show Casino and Broadway Night” 
Dreams Hotel   100 pesos

“Christmas Fantasy”
 Casa de Cultura.  Free

“Nutcracker” 
Barcelo Hotel 100 pesos

Huatulco Dance
Academy

Huatulco Dance
Academy

Huatulco Dance
Academy

La Clemenza Di Tito 
by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 

Aida by Giuseppe Verdi 

Un Baile de Máscaras
 by Giuseppe Verdi 

Horacio Franco
Camino Real Huatulco

8pm, $150 pesos

Contact us to book your day tour:
Office in Santa Cruz
Tel: 958 587 0871

6 hour Botanical Garden Tour; 60 varieties of 
exotic flowers and tropical fruits from Asia 
to Central America, Swim in the Magdalena 
River.
Includes: Transportation, Guide, Breakfast, 
Lunch

Viewpoint Art
Gala

Puerto Angel

Day of the 
Virgin of 

Guadalupe

Christmas Day

Hanukkah
Ends

Boxing DayNight of the Radishes Christmas Eve

Hanukkah
Begins

31
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End of the
World?

Expo and Sale of Textiles 
from San Vincente Coatlán

Textile Museum

 
Lecture: Medical Services in 

Oaxaca by Dr. Alberto Zamacona
Oaxaca Lending Library

11 am - Free

Lecture: A Festive Christmassy 
demonstration of floral ideas

Oaxaca Lending Library
4 to 6 pm - $250 pesos

Festival of the 
Virgin of the Soledad

Soledad Basillica
Independencia about 4

 blocks west of the zocaló
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