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“Water does not resist. Water flows. When you 
plunge your hand into it, all you feel is a caress. 
Water is not a solid wall, it will not stop you. But 

water always goes where it wants to go, and 
nothing in the end can stand against it. Water is 

patient. Dripping water wears away a stone. 
Remember that, my child. Remember you are half 

water. If you can't go through an obstacle, go 
around it. Water does.” 

― Margaret Atwood, The Penelopiad

ater is the common denominator for all 

Wlife. Yet most of us live lives in which it is 
so easy to take this life force for granted; 
turn the tap, flush it down, wash the 
car. Did you know a small drip from a 

faucet can waste as much as 75 litres of water a day? An 
American taking a five-minute shower uses more water 
than the average person in a developing country slum 
uses for an entire day.

How many people do not have the luxury of easy access 
to water? It is estimated that in many parts of the world 
women and children spend the majority of their time 
accessing clean water. What trust do we put in our 
municipalities when we turn the tap and drink a glass of 
water? What if we couldn’t count on it to be clean and 
safe? More than 2 billion people on earth do not have a 
safe supply of water.

The new age cliche of being one with the universe is 
never more true than when you begin to delve into the 
importance of water. The total amount of water in the 
body of an average adult is 37 litres and approximately 
66% of the human body consists of water. Water exists 
within all our organs and it is transported throughout 
our body to assist physical functions.

A single tree will give off 265 litres (70 gallons) of water 
per day in evaporation and even an elephant is 70% 
water! 

It is vital that we examine our water usage, fight against 
pollutants and conserve fresh water supplies. This 
month our writers explored water from sewage issues, 
lakes and rivers to ecosystems that need to be preserved 
to water shortages. We hope this issue will be a reminder 
to turn your taps a little tighter, wash your car a little 
less and to be grateful for the ease with which most of us 
reading this can access water.

See you in July,

Jane 

http://www.huatulcoeye.com
www.villaescondida.com.mx
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he question I've frequently been asked is, “how do 

T
 

you feel about the development of Huatulco?” My 

response is that there are good things, like schools, 

hospitals, jobs, business opportunities etc., and I 

listed the bad things as drugs, poverty, crime, etc., 

until lately. Since my wife's observation that as a community 

we are not preparing our children to be in high position jobs, I 

started looking back at things. Jobs such as director of 

FONATUR, or general manager of a big hotel for example, are 

positions that are filled mostly by people from other parts of 

Mexico or even other parts of the world.

We were not given the proper educational tools to make the 

change from a sleepy fishing village to a world class tourist 

destination. Our educational system can definitely be 

improved. Most Huatulqueños work as taxi drivers, hotel 

maintenance, and boat captains. Or they open seasonal 

businesses, and many of those businesses have to close due to 

the lack of managing knowledge and financial problems, 

leaving opportunities for outsiders to start businesses. Most of 

the businesses in Huatulco are owned by people from other 

parts of Mexico and foreigners.

So you can imagine my happiness when I heard that the 

Resident Manager at Secrets Hotel was a kid who's older 

brother was my best friend growing up in Santa Cruz. Casildo 

Martinez is a 35-year-old Huatulqueño that grew up at Santa 

Cruz Beach, where the gas station at the marina is now. When 

he was in his last year of secundaria (junior high school) people 

from the CONALEP (State Technical School) in Puerto 

Escondido came to enroll students to continue education for 

low-level careers focusing on tourism, with the promise that at 

the end of the schooling they would have decent jobs in the 

Hotels in Tangolunda. He went and finished the schooling but 

there were no jobs waiting for him, so he had to compete to get 

the bell boy position at the Royal Maeva (now Dreams 

Huatulco) where he started his career in the industry and 

quickly was moved up to receptionist. There he learned the 

hard way how to deal with demanding guests. When he had a 

situation with a guest with a problem, he talked back to the 

guest in a disagreeable way and was fired. Later he learned that 

his boss observed the incident and didn't do anything, 

something that he knows now he would never do in his current 

position. He said he has learned that you have to make sure the 

guest is treated in the best possible way. In other words, in any 

given case of complaint, always deal with the problem 

immediately even if the boss has to step in.

After Maeva he went to work at Quinta Real Huatulco, 

acquiring more experience in the reception area and taking all 

the courses and training available. After the manager he 

worked for at Quinta Real was moved to Puerto Vallarta, he 

offered him a job as a night reception manager; a job he took 

without hesitation and where he met his future wife. Later he 

moved to Mexico City to have the experience working at a non-

beach resort. With the connections he had by then, he was 

soon offered a job to work at the opening of a hotel in the Mayan 

Riviera where he stayed for a while and then was sent to 

Jamaica to open a second hotel there. 

When Angelica Angon offered him the opportunity to come and 

work on the opening of the Dreams in Tangolunda (due to his 

experience in opening hotels) he gladly took the job with the 

hope to stay in his hometown and where he always hoped to 

raise a family. After the opening of the hotel he stayed, and the 

big opportunity came with the announcement of the new 

Secrets. He knew he had the experience opening new hotels, a 

job that is very different than working in an already running 

hotel. He approached the management to let them know he was 

interested in being the resident manager at this hotel, and they 

gave him the position.

When I asked Casildo what a student coming out of the 

Universidad del Mar (UMAR-Huatulco) needs to have to get to 

where he is right now, “Attitude” was his immediate response. 

“You can have a degree from the best tourism/hotel school, but 

without good attitude you won't make it. That degree will get 

you a job, but it won't get you up to better positions.” 

The future looks bright for Casildo. He plans to work some 

more time in the hotel industry and then someday he would 

love to start a small organic vegetable farm. “Food is the 

business of the future,” he said. 

We only hope that there will be more Huatulqueños with the 

attitude and mentality to make Huatulco a better place for 

everyone, residents and tourists alike. There are many benefits 

to good education, but hard work, experience and a good 

attitude can make up for some missing educational 

availability. You can surely build a house with an architect, 

power tools and heavy equipment, but a smart Mexican with a 

little experience and a good attitude can build a fine house with 

a hammer, a shovel, and a machete.

Huatulqueño Pride
By Alfredo Patiño

Alfredo Patiño was born and raised in 

Huatulco. He is the owner of Hemingway’s 

Restaurant.
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t's never really a good time of year for water in Oaxaca, 

Ieven though during the rainy season the heavens 

certainly do open up.  The summertime rains are just a 

teaser, intent upon making us forget what's in store for 

the balance of the year and until the following May or 

June – severe and worsening water shortages in most of the 

state of Oaxaca. 

Only a decade ago we could count on the rains beginning in 

earnest during April or May, reaching a peak in July and 

August, and tapering off in September; now it's much more 

unpredictable and irregular.  Farmers no longer know when to 

plant.  They are continually worried about having to harvest 

crops with stunted growth on the one hand, and on the other 

losing their yields entirely, as a result of the destructive forces 

caused by flash torrential downpours. Concerns over water 

shortages in Oaxaca for both crops and human consumption 

become increasingly dire with each passing year.

According to Olegario Silva Gaspar, president of the Consejo de 

Vinculación del Instituto Tecnológico Superior de Acatlán de 

Osorio, as a result of climate change Oaxaca's Mixteca region is 

undergoing a process of desertification. During the 2011 – 

2012 growing season, 300 millimeters of rain fell, whereas the 

average level of precipitation for the area had been 750 

millimeters. In an attempt to combat the problem the Museo de 

Agua located just north of the Oaxaca – Puebla border, with the 

assistance of private enterprise, has been working with rural 

families in an effort to stimulate the production of amaranth, 

the nutritional, high protein food which thrives in desolate 

areas receiving little moisture. 

The Centro de Demonstración Tecnológica Alternativas para el 

Desarrollo Rural Sustenable confirms that urban areas are also 

being affected, hardly earthshattering news for those of us 

living in Oaxaca City. 

The increasing presence of water delivery trucks known as 

pipas, both in downtown Oaxaca and in suburbs which had 

traditionally been flush with water year round (i.e. San Felipe 

del Agua) evidences the problem. Pipas carrying between 1,100 

and 20,000 liters of water wend their way through the streets 

with increasing frequency as underground streams, wells and 

reserves begin to dry up towards the end of each year. The sides 

of the trucks read agua para uso humano. This is tap water, not 

for drinking despite the somewhat misleading verbage. 

A municipal water delivery system does exist, the liquid of life 

arriving into businesses and households through a system of 

underground pipes, “filling” both cisterns and those round 

black rooftop receptacles known as tinacos.

But downtown restaurants and hotels now require water 

delivery by pipas all year round, of course more often during 

the dry season.  It´s common practice for hotel management to 

post signs asking guests to be water conscious (“when it's 

yellow let it mellow …”), and be understanding when it comes to 

towels and sheets not being changed daily. 

Water Shortages
 in Oaxaca
 By Alvin Starkman, M.A., J.D.

Dry Season

Rooftop Tinaco

Rainy Season
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Water costs; much more so for those without large cisterns or 

none at all.  The fortunate residents of Oaxaca have large 

cisterns as well as a tinaco on the roof.  When a pipa is 

required, one phones to order the size required, and within a 

day it arrives, pumping water into the cistern.  Usually a motor 

is used to then pump the water into the tinaco, then gravity 

keeps the taps flowing.  Some Oaxacans have a hydroneumatic 

system, pumping water directly from the cistern through the 

pipes in the home or business. 

The most serious problem arises for those with only a tinaco, or 

a very small cistern plus tinaco.  Water truck owners do pay the 

national water commission a fee for the right to access water 

from the mountains and where there is otherwise a year round 

abundance of available water such as in deep wells. However, 

the main cost of water is in its delivery, that is paying the pipa 

driver and the costs associated with the truck (financing, 

repairs and maintenance).  Thus, a homeowner with only an 

1,100 liter tinaco pays much more for his water, per liter, than 

his counterpart with a 15,000 liter cistern. The smaller pipa 

has effectively the same driver and truck maintenance costs as 

the larger one.  A delivery of 10,000 liters may cost 600 pesos, 

while a delivery of 2,500 liters costs upwards of a lofty 350 

pesos.

It's a well-known fact that during the dry season, when 

municipal water arrives on an infrequent and irregular basis, 

Oaxacans of modest means often go days without water 

because they cannot afford pipas; this is especially so during 

the height of the driest part of the year, when one never knows 

when municipal water will arrive, or for how long it will flow into 

cisterns and tinacos.

When the dry season is in full swing municipal water is often 

literally beige. It's been stated that 85% of the underground 

pipes in the city of Oaxaca are cracked or broken.  Thus, when 

paltry sums of water struggle to get through the system, the 

water dredges up dirt and earth, much of which goes through 

even a two filter system of purification.  Accordingly, some 

residents go as far the pipas. 

But for those Oaxacans of modest means, there is little if any 

choice but to accept the water that arrives, when it arrives.  

These are the same Oaxacans who are forced to drink this 

water, at times neglecting to first boil it, and thus succumb to 

fatal attacks of dysentery. 

Not to worry visiting Alvin Starkman´s Casa Machaya 

Oaxaca Bed & Breakfast (http://www.oaxacadream.com) 

during the dry season.  In addition to using the municipal 

water system, the Starkmans have dug a deep well, thus 

providing an abundance of clean, fresh water year round.  

Alvin offers touring advice to visitors to Oaxaca wanting 

to visit the village sights.  His passion is mezcal 

(http://www.oaxaca-mezcal.com) and providing mezcal 

tours to quaint distilleries off the beaten path. 

Pumps, Hoses, Pool Filters, Skimmers, Lighting
90% Chlorine, Clarifiers, Anti- Algae 

Gardenia & Palma Real
Huatulco, Oaxaca
 Delivery Service

Tel (958) 105 15 48   Cel 044 958 100  89 60 

More people have
 a mobile phone 

than a toilet.

www.ecoyspa.com
huxpool@hotmail.com
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he Rio Grande River (literally “Big River River”) was 

Tvirtually the only Mexican body of water mentioned 
in north-of-the border public school geography text 

thbooks in the 20  century. The name of the river used 
in Mexico, Rio Bravo, was ignored, as were the 

tributaries flowing from the mountains of Mexico and feeding 
the river.  We, as young students, could trace the routes of the 
Rhine and other European rivers, but had the impression that 
Mexico was a vast arid desert fringed with ocean.   Not until we 
were young adults did we begin to discover magical moments in 
and on the interior waters of Mexico.

Once we started traveling in Mexico, a body of water we heard 
mentioned often by people from North America was Lake 
Chapala.  On our one and only visit, the lake was rapidly 
receding, leaving docks literally high and dry, the water was 
clogged with foreign plants, and we were warned that there 
were toxins in the water from agricultural run-off.  We couldn't 
imagine why anyone would choose to go there.  One possible 
explanation may be that RV's have some kind of homing 
instinct that drives them to the shores of Lake Chapala, 
bringing their occupants along.  However, we recently heard 
from neighbors who visited the Chapala this winter that 
extensive restoration of the water is in progress with obvious 
beneficial results.

Recently we revisited the wonderful incredibly-colored small 
lakes in and around the Lagos de Montebello National Park in 
the state of Chiapas, and these we do recommend to you.  You 
can find our full description by searching earlier issues of The 
Eye. Another spectacular large lake is Lago de Pátzcuaro in 
the state of Michoacán, mentioned in last month's Editor's 
Letter.  Approached from the north, one begins to glimpse the 
shimmering lake from between the dense pine trees that line 
the steep cliffs that drop down to the lake. The color ranges 
from brilliant blue to gray-green as the angles of the sun and 
the clouds change.  Driving along the perimeter cliffs, you will 
see constantly varying ecology, including both blinding 
sunshine and dense fog rising up from the water surface.

Dotting the lake are six islands that at times seem to drift on 
the water.  They are accessible by boat from docks on the 
southern shore a few kilometers from the city of Pátzcuaro.  
Our weekend trip to the largest island, Janitizio, was truly 
memorable.  

Warned that Janitizio can become extremely crowded by mid-
day, especially Sunday, we were the first people on the first 
boat to leave for the island.  A cool breeze fanned us as we made 
our way to the island still partially shrouded in mist.  Ahead, 
the lake was absolutely still. As the mist began to clear, boats 
full of fishers in indigenous costume suddenly emerged, with 
the men whirling their large fishing nets up over their heads in 
slow-motion perfect synchronicity.  The sweeping nets reached 
the water simultaneously, creating ever widening ripples in the 
mirror of the lake.

Lakes and Rivers of Mexico:  Magical Moments

By Marcia Chaiken and Jan Chaiken

Lake Chapala

Lago de Pátzcuaro

Rio Grijalva-Usumacinta



Leaving our boat, we climbed the steep path to the top of the 
island.  We soon realized that the main path led past hundreds 
of gift shops, at that hour mainly closed.  After perching on a 
high point to admire the lake from many different angles, we 
saw boats loaded with tourists making their way toward the 
dock.  We managed to find a path back down to the dock that 
avoided the shops now in full activity; instead, we had frequent 
glimpses of lush gardens and hummingbirds behind stone 
walls. 

Although it is probably possible to drive around Lake 
Pátzcuaro in under two hours, we never have tried to do so.  
The villages that dot the shores are too interesting to pass by.  
The village of Tzintzuntzan holds a special memory for us, since 
we filled up the back of our car with the wonderful baskets that 
are woven by the residents there, and then we filled the baskets 
with other handicrafts made in the village.

We never leave the lake without having comida at Campestre 
Aleman, a large family-style restaurant in the village of 
Erongarícuaro.  Located on the shore of an inlet inhabited by 
swans and ducks and visited by egrets and other birds, the 
restaurant specializes in absolutely delicious smoked trout 
and other fish.

One of our favorite rivers is the Rio Grijalva-Usumacinta. The 
two branches are considered by some as two separate rivers, 
since the Grijalva flows into and the Usumacinta flows out of 
wetlands in the state of Tabasco.  But together they form the 
third longest river in Mexico and both, in part, trace the border 
with Guatemala. They also have created spectacular canyons, 
the most famous and accessible being Sumidero Canyon in 
Chiapas. For those of you who may have read our earlier Eye 
article on Tuxtla Gutierrez, in which we described the boat ride 
through this beautiful canyon, we have to say that since then, 
plastic bottles have begun to clutter the river and detract from 
the scenic wonders.  Hopefully, an effort will be launched in 
Chiapas to collect and recycle the bottles.

Our most recent trip on the Usumacinta provided some 
magical moments.  The river appeared pristine as we followed 
it by road from Palenque southeast for about 175 kilometers.  
Our group was planning on an early morning visit to the Mayan 
archeological site Yaxchilán, accessible only by taking a boat 
down the river to the entrance.  So we stayed overnight on the 
shore in the Lacandona jungle eco-preserve Escudo Jaguar.  
Across the river, the impression of being totally isolated in a 
jungle was interrupted by the view of a cellular phone tower in 
Guatemala (but of course we had not prepared ourselves to 
receive Guatemalan phone service, as the local residents do).  
At sunset, families of monkeys played in the trees lining the 
river shores.  All night long, sounds of the monkeys howling in 
the jungle were drowned out only by a downpour of tropical 
rain beating on the roof of our cabin.  

Early in the morning, the river was shrouded with mist so thick 
that the opposite shore could not be seen.  We were wondering 
whether the trip was even possible, but the boat driver was 
undaunted. The trip down river to Yaxchilán was more than a 
little reminiscent of the film The African Queen.  The sounds 
were an incredible mix of the howls of monkeys on both banks, 
joined by choruses of parrots and many other unseen birds.  

(The government website for Palenque and Yaxchilán includes 
a virtual tour where you can hear these sounds yourself.)   The 
only man-made sound was the soft put-put-put of our motor.  
The sights through the fog were glimpses of mysterious vines 
and jungle canopy, an occasional egret that swooped down in 
front of the boat or a heron standing as still as a statue on a log.  
Now and then the sun would break through the mist, providing 
a momentary clear view of brilliant green escarpments.  There 
were no modern structures visible.  We seemed to be moving 
back in time, which set the mood for our visit to the ancient 
temples and plazas.

Another memorable river experience was in the Si'an Kian 
biosphere in the state of Quintana Roo south of Tulúm.  
Perhaps it's strictly not correct to call the body of water a river 
but rather a fresh water canal used for centuries by Mayans in 
the period before the Spanish Conquest.  We were told to wear 
bathing suits for our biosphere tour and we were also told that 
the tour included a float down the canal.  We assumed that the 
swimwear was for visiting a beach at the end of the tour and 
that we would be floating down the canal in a boat.  Only 
partially correct on both counts.  

A boat did bring us up the canal to a beautiful lagoon.  
However, after birdwatching on the lagoon, the boat returned 
to the canal, we were handed life jackets and told to float down 
the canal on our own to a point where we would once again 
board the boat.  

For what seemed like an eternity we slowly floated on our 
backs, feet down stream, passing vine-covered Mayan ruins, 
imposing mangroves, magnificent orchids and a wide diversity 
of birds chattering – perhaps laughing – at us.  We were visited 
by curious fish that gently nibbled to see if we were edible and 
decided not.  Butterflies hovered over us and then flew on in 
colorful arrays.  And an occasional snarl of an unseen animal 
made us wonder if this would be our terminal adventure.  Just 
as we began to think that we had been abandoned, we floated 
around a bend and saw the boat waiting for us – all too soon it 
seemed at that point.

The water resources of Mexico are precious.  If you visit the 
capital, Mexico City, remember that when the Spanish arrived 
this location was a small island in the center of a vast lake.   
Following drainage and evaporation over the years, there is 
little to be seen in the way of water features in this part of 
Mexico.  Other lakes are still currently disappearing in Mexico, 
so see them while you can.

Lawyer Perla Vazquez Moctezuma

Hotel Maxico, Local #1
Santa Cruz Huatulco, Oaxaca

Mobile 958 116 7292 Telcel
Mobile 958 107 3221 Movistar

Contact us for all your
 legal needs! 

www.consultorialegalvm.com

Immigration Specialist

Chiles&Chocolate
Cooking Classes
Huatulco, Oaxaca

www.huatulco-catering.com

“Great instruction, delicious food 
and wonderful hosts!”

“A Class for all ages and abilities”
“You don't have to be a 'foodie'

 to enjoy this experience.”
“Best Day of our Trip through Panama Canal!”

Tel. 958 587 2655     Cel. 958 100 7339
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http://www.huatulco-catering.com
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acaluta is one of the famous nine bays of Huatulco, 

Cthe third bay moving west to east, sandwiched 
between Chachacual to the west and Maguey to the 
east. Cacaluta is an Aztecan or Nahautl word, 
signifying place of the crow (although crows are not 

found in this part of Mexico, and it probably referred to 
vultures).  The Cacaluta watershed, topographically defined, is 
fairly well-studied given its relatively small size of 49 sq. km. 
Fifty-five percent of the watershed is located in the Parque 
Nacional de Huatulco, which was established on July 24, 
1998, with the remaining area occurring along the river 
outside of the Park. It is a unique watershed in that biological 
diversity is very high, but it is also threatened by land 
development, competing land uses, and competing 
government jurisdictions. 

Within the Park lies the Zanate lagoon, which covers 
approximately seven hectares. It is named for one of the 
dominant trees, Zanate, a threatened species.   The smaller 
Laguna Cacaluta occurs to the west and closer to the sea. 
Laguna Zanate has lost its water holding capacity and natural 
drainage patterns, as two meters of sediment have 
accumulated due to hurricanes and altered land use. In 
addition the impervious clay layer does not allow for infiltration 
and towards the end of the dry season (December through 
April), only a dry mud flat remains instead of a perennial water 
body.  

A design team has developed a detailed restoration plan. The 

objectives of the plan are to restore the hydrology of the lagoon 
by re-creating the drainage through hand excavation of 
channels, and by building small, reforested islands that also 
provide habitat for wildlife. The design team includes Engineer 
Alejandro Llaguno (soils analysis and hydrology), and 
Landscape Architect Jorge Rocha (restoration, erosion control, 
horticulture). The Park has adopted this plan, which has also 
been endorsed by other government organizations and local 
businesses. 

Components have been installed while others are in the 
process or remain unfunded. In addition to the islands, the 
project also includes a trail system, wildlife viewing areas, and 
interpretive signage. The islands, a total of 11, are built by 
hand with a pole system to create a type of basket that is then 
lined and backfilled with a growth medium which includes 
compost from native leaf litter and other local organic matter. 
These will then be planted with native species, several of which 
are fairly rare, that provide erosion control, habitat, shade, and 
soil building. 

To date, above-grade trails and a bridge have been built, 
although with very basic materials such as used palettes, and 
improvements are needed. Without boardwalks and bridges 
the site is inaccessible during the rainy season. Several 
wildlife-viewing areas have been established. A half dozen 
interpretive signs have been erected, and two islands have 
been built but not planted. A small native plant  nursery has 
been established on site, although cultivation of the four 
dominant species proposed for reforestation has not yet begun. 
Two constructed islands consist of bamboo poles

Cacaluta
By Julie Etra



but they are lined with non-biodegradable woven 
polypropylene fabric and it is desirable to line the remaining 
islands with a woven agave fiber, which is available from the 
Yucatan peninsula, rather than either jute or coconut which 
are both imported.  Agave fiber, also know as henequen or 
sisal, has been used for centuries as rope, sacks for crops 
(costales), mattresses for cots, and for clothing. 

The project is very compatible with eco-tourism and 
environmental education. It provides jobs both during 
construction and post construction for park guides and 
support services. An entrance fee is being considered, which 
would be administered by the Park, and could help with 
maintenance of the trails, boardwalks, signs, and re-planting. 

Construction of a new electrical substation, located directly 
across from and outside the Park, and under the jurisdiction of 
the federal government (FONATUR, Fondo Nacional de 
Fomento al Turismo, in charge of developing tourism) is 
underway and appears to be counter-productive to the 
restoration of Laguna Zanate.  The substation is being built 
without any erosion control practices, and exposed soils may 
end up increasing the already problematic sedimentation 
problem.  

The non-profit International Erosion Control Association 

( ) under their SOIL Fund foundation is www.ieca.org
partnering with the Park, under the direction of Biologist Omar 
Gabriel Gordillo Solís and Jorge Rocha, to assist with 
establishment of the on-site nursery.  IECA and the Fund are 
also prepared to offer technical assistance to prevent on site 
erosion and subsequent pollution. 

You can find the trailhead past the turnoff to Playa Maguey. 
Hire a local licensed guide if you are interested in identifying 
local flora and fauna. 

www.idreamofmexico.com
mailto:georgia.kourakos@merit.ca


The Eye 12

here are many preparations to be made for a trip 

Tabroad. For me, one of the best parts of travel is the 
reading list I compile and complete before, during, 
and after the trip. Taking Barnes' quote as 
inspiration, these initial steps and, later, reflection 

may prove most enjoyable. With this in mind, here are some 
literary fantasies to accompany you on your journey to 
unknown (or known) lands. These books may neither help nor 
influence your decisions concerning the best restaurant for 
foie gras or the hotel with the most comfortable beds, but 
possibly they'll tempt your palate and enhance the anticipated 
enjoyment of the lands you visit.

GREAT BRITAIN 
London by Edward Rutherford. This tome is a novel of the 
history of this stalwart city.   Mesmerizing, entertaining, and 
historically complete, it follows one family for several hundred 
centuries.

England, England by Julian Barnes (short listed for the 
Booker Prize in 1998). If you want to roar with laughter, read 
this engaging novel about an entrepreneur who starts an 
amusement park, its theme based on British history. Why 
travel all over the British Isles when you can see it all on the 
tiny The Isle of Wight?

thTo get a feel for London in the 19  century, read anything by 
Charles Dickens. For the countryside to the north, read Emily 
or Charlotte Bronte. 

IRELAND
William Trevor, "Ireland's answer to Chekhov" (The Boston 
Globe) and "one of the best writers of our era" (The Washington 
Post), writes fine literature about his native land. Fools of 
Fortune, which won the Whitbread Prize in 1995, does not 
simplify the “troubles” of the Emerald Isle as do some lighter 
novels, such Leon Uris' Trinity.   Graham Greene calls Fools of 
Fortune Trevor's best novel.

 SPAIN  
Or I'll Dress You in Mourning, by Larry Collins and 
Dominique Lapierre. The title is derived from the words poor 
and orphaned Manuel Benitez whispered to his sister Angelica 
before he entered the Las Ventas plaza in Madrid to face the 
brave bulls: I'll either buy you a new house or I will dress you in 
mourning.  The book recounts the Spanish Revolution,

Franco, the aftermath, and the culture of Spain through the life 
story of one of the world's most famous matadors, El Cordobés 
(Manuel Benitez).  Born in 1936 and orphaned during the civil
 war, Manuel's determination to provide for his sister results in 
a rags-to-riches saga. Collins and Lapierre have written 
perhaps the most readable and intense book about those 
troubled years in Spain and about the remarkable life journey 
of the brave, reckless, and persistent El Cordobés. 

Two other books that hold a special place on the shelves of 
Spanish literature are Don Quixote by Cervantes (of course!) 
and Death in the Afternoon by Ernest Hemingway.  

FRANCE
When asked, in the movie Manhattan, “Why is life worth 
living?” Woody Allen cites, in addition to Groucho Marx and the 
second movement of the Jupiter Symphony, Sentimental 

thEducation. The author of this 19  century French novel, 
Gustave Flaubert, indeed is a master of the flow and sound of 
language. Perhaps based on Flaubert's own passion for an 
older woman, he himself describes his book as “the moral 
history of the men of my generation.”  Set between 1847 and 
1869, the novel follows the main character Frederick as he 
plays through his desires.  It was favorite book of Kafka, and 
Henry James places it second to the well-known and 
comprehensively studied Madame Bovary.

A Place of Greater Safety, by Hilary Mantel. These days we 
know Mantel for her popular historical novels about Thomas 
Cromwell and the court of King Henry VIII:  Wolf Hall and 
Bring Up the Bodies, both of which won the Man Booker Prize 
for Fiction. They are excellent choices to put on your English 
fiction reading list.  Many years before these two, Mantel wrote 
this tome about the French Revolution, an event that changed 
forever how people lived. A review in the New York Times 
describes her fictionalized account of one of the world's most 
influential events: "A Place of Greater Safety is 
unquestionably a success. Ms. Mantel understands how 
people feel, how they react, how they think. She has the kind of 
long view that enables her convincingly to take up a character 
in childhood and bring him or her to dramatic adulthood. Just 
as important, she knows how to make us sympathize.”

Cross Channel  by Julian Barnes.  “Brits in France” is the 
theme of this short book of stories. From the British spinsters 

thin the 19  century who leave their home to buy a vineyard in 
France to the British cricket team that travels to France during 
the French

“Pleasure is found first in anticipation, later in memory.” 

Julian Barnes, Flaubert's Parrot

Beyond the Guidebook: 
Literary Companions for Summer Travel Abroad

By Carole Reedy



Revolution, each tale is fresh and remarkable. Barnes is a keen 
Francophile.  Look for his other collection of essays about France, 
Something to Declare, published in 2002. (Included in this latter 
collection is an interesting essay about doping and athletes in the 
Tour de France.)   Barnes' brilliant and clever writing brings 
together historical events and the people who create them in an 
intelligent, witty, and readable style. 

ITALY
The City of Falling Angels by John Berendt. This is a hard book 
to put down, more about the people in the shadows of Venice than 
the locale or history.  In an interview with NPR Berendt tells us 
why he decided to set a book in Venice: “Unusual, eccentric people. 
I love them. And part of that gets into something that's very 
interesting about Venice. It's something that Edith Wharton wrote, 
and she said once there was that clear American air where there 
are no obscurities, no mysteries. That's what they do have in 
Venice: obscurities and mysteries.”

The mystery of the burning in 1996 of La Fenice opera house sets 
the stage for the unraveling of that tragedy (at one time Venice 
boasted 12 opera houses, La Fenice being the last survivor), but 
even more intriguing are the Venetian citizens and characters that 
season the book--from a glass blower and a chef of rat poison, to 
the ever-generous Peggy Guggenheim.  

INDIA 
There is no finer novel about this mysterious, diverse country than 
A Fine Balance by Rohington Mistry. It takes place during Indira 
Gandhi's regime, immersing the reader in both the 'state of 
emergency' and corruption that bled the country and the resulting 
effect on the common people.  It's a pity that Mistry isn't more 
prolific, as his writing is compelling and passionate, with strong, 
deep character development. 

Two other books worth reading are Vikram Seth's novel A Suitable 
Boy, which takes place after the partition of India and Pakistan, 
and Shantaram, Gregory David Roberts' account of his exciting 
and literally unbelievable life in Bombay (Mumbai). Fact or fiction?  
Roberts says: "With respect, Shantaram is not an autobiography, 
it's a novel. If the book reads like an autobiography, I take that as a 
very high compliment, because I structured the created narrative 
to read like fiction but feel like fact. I wanted the novel to have the 
page-turning drive of a work of fiction but to be informed by such a 
powerful stream of real experience that it had the authentic feel of 
fact."   

The most historically accurate and readable nonfiction book about 
the partition is Freedom at Midnight by Larry Collins

and Dominique Lapierre.  This duo has published several 
fascinating historical accounts (see Spain section, above).

RUSSIA 
Imperium by Ryszard Kapuscinski.  This Polish journalist 
spent his life dedicated to travel and reporting his observations 
about The Other. Criticized recently for “inaccuracy and 
fabrication,” many of his fans (including yours truly) see his 
role as a journalist as a subjective, not objective, venture.  By 
writing about specific adventures and his personal deductions, 
Kapuscinski gives us a feel for a place that few writers provide.  
Imperium is an account of his 40,000-mile journey throughout 
the collapsing Soviet Union.

Nicholas and Alexandra by Robert K. Massie, Pulitzer Prize 
winner.  Published in 1967, this is not just the story of the 
famous couple and the Romanov empire, but of the Russian 
Revolution, the destruction of a dynasty, the rise of 
Bolshevism, a small boy's struggle with hemophilia, and 
Rasputin's role.  As Sir Bernard Pares stated, “After all, the 
nursery was the center of all Russia's Trouble.”  

Massie just published another huge biography, this time about 
Catherine the Great.  The Kirkus review reflects on Massie's 
ability to look into his characters: “Portraits of Catherine and 
other leading figures reveal a seemingly clairvoyant knowledge 
of their thoughts, emotions and conversation.”  For this 
reason, among others, including immaculate research, his 
biographies and histories tantalize and satisfy.             

UNITED STATES  
The Tortilla Curtain by T.C. Boyle.  Class struggle, racism, 
and inequality in the U.S. are portrayed with intelligence laced 
with the right dose of emotion in this novel by one of America's 
top writers of the 20th and 21st centuries.  The juxtaposition of 
a Mexican family that ventures into the crazed world of 
southern California with the residents of Topanga Canyon 
makes for a riveting storyline of moral turpitude. 

Bonfire of the Vanities by Tom Wolfe.  Now we go to the other 
coast of the US, where Wolfe tackles the same themes as Boyle, 
but this time in the den of iniquity, New York City. His 
journalistic style, combined with his ability to allow the reader 
to feel, smell, focus in on, and laugh and cry at the situations 
his characters create for themselves, gives readers a sense of 
total immersion into a place and time. This is one of Wolfe's 
best efforts. Nevertheless, do not see the movie, which miscast 
Tom Hanks and Melanie Griffith as its principal characters. 
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Huatulco 
Water Works

By Brooke Gazer

side from Huatulco's natural beauty, we chose to 

Alive here because of the excellent infrastructure.  
Water is now or will become a major issue in many 
parts of the world so before investing we wanted 
assurance that there would always be an abundant 

supply.  FONATUR has two types of water treatment facilities: 
potable and recycled.  Potable water is fresh water which has 
been treated and is piped into every property within the 
development.  Recycled water is sewage that has been treated 
and is used to keep the public areas lush and green year round.

POTABLE WATER
Huatulco's potable water comes from a series of 8 wells located 
several KM into the mountains near the Copalita River.  On 
several occasions over the past couple of years Huatulco has 
experienced a shortage of water, especially during holidays 
when all homes and hotels are filled to capacity.  The problem 
was that three wells required maintenance and the funds for 
this were not immediately forthcoming.  As with any 
mechanical devise, the longer this was delayed the graver the 
situation became.  Fortunately, this problem has been solved.  

The first two weeks of March was a rather trying time for 
residents of Huatulco while some of the wells underwent major 
repair and as they were temporarily out of service, water was in 
short supply. Refurbishing of the wells began February 25 and 
the intention was to take about two weeks to complete the 
work.  Unfortunately, they ran into an unexpected problem 
which delayed the project and intensified the temporary 
shortage.  It was also incredibly costly.  On two separate 
occasions a total of 1200 meters of 1/0 gauge copper electrical 
wire was stolen from the site!  This meant that the newly 
serviced wells could not operate until more wire could be 
reordered and installed to provide power.  

In spite of the temporary difficulties, things are now working 
normally and Huatulco made it through the Easter high season 
without any water issues.   We are assured the wells are now in 
tip top condition and should function properly in the coming 
years.   Their current capacity provides us with 191 liters per 
second and the potential output will soon be increased even 
further. 

As Huatulco continues to develop, more water will be required.  
FONATUR has funds and approval to construct two new wells 
in the immediate future and eventually plans to develop up to 
five more wells of a similar nature.  In addition to these, there is 
a plan to develop a “RANEY” well which is a much deeper 
system and will capture only ground water that would 
otherwise escape into the sea.  Apparently these new 
installations will guarantee sufficient water supply to Huatulco 
for the next twenty years, including projected expansion.  At 
the moment there are about 4000 hotel rooms in Huatulco and 
the usage between the hotels and the community at large is 
about 54%/46%.  

The municipality expects everyone to install “tinacos” or 
cisterns as a back up system and plans to continue cutting 
water supply to each sector (including the hotel zone) on a 
regular although much shorter basis.  The reason for this 
inconvenience is largely to emphasize that we all must be 
diligent in conserving water. When water comes directly from 
the street, the pressure is much stronger.  If it flows by a 
gravity system from a tinaco the pressure is weaker which 
reminds people to conserve it.   Of course the large hotels and 
many luxury villas have installed pressurized systems, in 
which case the message is lost.  

In theory this water is potable, meaning people can drink it 
directly from the tap.  FONATUR uses a chlorination system of 
five parts per million and water is analyzed monthly according
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to the World Health Organization’s “CUMPLE” health dept. 
rules.  Although water is potable when it leaves the processing 
station, the pipes delivering water and in the storage systems 
in various hotels or residence may not be perfect.  For this 
reason many residents prefer to buy drinking water in large 20 
lt “garrafón” bottles or to install an independent water 
purification system. 

RECYCLED WATER
Every sector has at least one “Carcamo” plant for collecting and 
treating sewage water to be converted into water suitable for 
gardens.   The benefit of this system is two fold.  First it means 
that no sewage is being pumped out to sea; an extremely 
important ecological point considering the geography of 
Huatuclo and the sheltered nature of the bays.  This system 
helped Huatulco to earn the coveted “Earth Check Gold 
Certified Community Award”.  Huatulco is the only region in 
Mexico and one of the few in North America that has this kind 
of infrastructure and winning this award was as a major 
accomplishment. The other benefit is that we conserve a huge 
amount of fresh water while allowing the town to appear 
beautifully lush and green all year round.    

At the moment recycled water is only available to the parks, 
boulevards, a few major hotels and the golf course.  About 30% 
of this water is delivered though pipes while the rest is 
distributed via trucks with large water tanks.  These tanks 
often have the following printed on the side: “esta agua no es 
para humanos” or “this water is not for humans” 

According FONATUR's “master plan” for the development, 
large properties with extensive gardens will eventually have 
access to this water at a reduced rate from the potable water 
system.  Although Huatulco sometimes produces more 
recycled water than it can consume, there is currently not 
enough to provide to private residences and the infrastructure 
for delivery is not presently in place.  It will be a major 
undertaking to install underground pipes to carry recycled 
water throughout the municipality but eventually we hope that 
this is something we can look forward to.  In the meantime we 
are fortunate that Huatulco has a system in place that keeps 
the sea crystalline blue and the public areas a myriad of 
greens.  It is one of the many things that makes Huatulco such 
a great place to live or to visit!

Brooke Gazer operates Agua Azul la Villa, a bed and 

breakfast in Huatulco  www.bbaguaazul.com

www.oaxacabedandbreakfast.org

Mention this ad for a 10% discount on your stay.
Some restrictions apply.

uatulco lost one of its finest ambassadors 

Hwhen Marcos López passed away in a tragic 

car accident while returning from a tour in 

Oaxaca City on March 28, 2013. Marcos 

was 32 years old, and one of the youngest 

and most popular tour guides in Huatulco. He was a federally 

certified guide, and his insightful and personal tours gained 

him many close friends. It is hard to forget his great sense of 

humor, beaming smile and his pride in Mexico, his Zapotec 

heritage and his family. 

Marcos leaves behind his loving wife Lidia and their 3 small 
thchildren. Lidia had recently announced her 4  pregnancy.  

Marcos was especially proud of the fact that he was able to 

send his 2 older children to private school and spoke often of 

his desire to provide them with a good education. 

There have been many on-line inquiries about how to ensure 

that Marcos' wishes are carried out. An account has been set 

up for those who wish to contribute to an education fund for 

Marcos' family. 

The bank account number at ScotiaBank, for the special 

fund, is: 

Lidia Maya Cruz
Scotiabank
Bahias de Huatulco, Oax.
Swift:MBCOMXMM 
Venta: 08100372099

Clave interbancaria: 04463408 1003720990

Scotia Bank contact:  Mayra Ramirez Vazquez, Ejecutivo, 

Sucursal Huatulco, 958-583-0120

mramirezv@scotiabank.com.mx 

Family Contact: (speaks English) Lidia's brother, Saul 

Martinez: (044) 958-100-9202

Marcos Lopez

http://www.bbaguaazul.com
www.oaxacabedandbreakfast.com
http://www.oaxacabedandbreakfast.org
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Agua Fresca: Fresh Water, fruited up!
As the weather warms up down here in 
our tropical savannah, nothing beats the 
heat like a cool glass of aqua fresca. In 
markets, taquerias, and street carts all 
over Mexico, big glass jugs frosted with 
condensation hold delicious refreshing 
aguas frescas. 

Ladled out during the day from their 
trademark glass jars, these delicious 
f ru i ty  waters  a re  the  per fect  
counterpoint to the complex, picante 
flavors of Mexican cuisine.  Almost all 
comida corridas or Daily Special lunches 
include a tasty agua, and there is 
nothing like walking down a hot dusty 
road and discovering a bicycle cart with 
rattling jars of aguas heading in your 
thirsty direction.

Basic fruit waters have just three 
components – crushed fruit, sweetener, 
and water.  Obviously, some of the 
flavors are seasonal, like guayaba and 
mango. Some are surprising, like 
cucumber and chile, or pineapple with 
ginger. One of the most popular aguas is 
ruby red Flor de Jamaica, which is not a 
fruit at all, but brewed from dried 
hibiscus blossoms. Tart and tangy 
lemonade is easy, easy to make – squeeze 
about ½ cup of lime juice, add simple 
syrup or sugar to taste, stir in about a 
liter of still or sparkling water and you 
have successfully made your first agua 
fresca. 

Here are two of my favorite recipes, one 
for that iconic standby sweet-tart Agua 
Flor de Jamaica, and the other for one of 
the prettiest aguas of all, Agua de 
Sandia, or watermelon. The base for this 
versatile cooling drink is a springboard 
for a classic agua fresca, or, with the 
addition of sparkling wine instead of 
water, it transforms into an effervescent 
watermelon sangria. 

Agua Flor de Jamaica
2 cups dried hibiscus flowers*
8 cups water
3/4 cup sugar or equivalent amount of sugar 
substitute

Rinse and drain the hibiscus flowers in a 
colander.
Put them in a saucepan with 4 cups of the 
water and the sugar.
Stir and bring to a slow boil, lower heat and 
simmer, covered, for 15 minutes.
The flowers will have lost their color into the 
water, which will be a deep red color. Let the 
liquid cool, then strain it into a pitcher.
Discard the flowers.
Add the rest of the water and stir.
Chill thoroughly before serving.
Recipe by Karen Hursh Graber, Mexconnect.

Agua de Sandia
4 cups of cubed, seeded watermelon
¼ cup of simple syrup**
Juice of one lime
1 liter of water or sparkling wine

Blend the watermelon chunks till pureed, 
pour into a large serving pitcher, add the 
syrup, lime juice, and a liter of water*** for a 
delicious agua. 
For sparkling watermelon sangria, to the 
watermelon, syrup and lime mixture add ½ 
cup of vodka, then just before serving, add a 
bottle of sparkling wine or prosecco. Garnish 
each glass with a watermelon slice and a few 
sprigs of mint. 
Salud!
*Cellophane bags of dried Jamaica can be 
found in most markets or supermarkets in 
Mexico. 
**Simple syrup – using equal amounts of 
water and sugar, boil the water, stir in the 
sugar and boil for a few seconds till the sugar 
dissolves. Take off the heat and cool before 
using. Keep in the refrigerator. 
***I recommend using purified water for all 
aguas.

Kathy Taylor is a sailor, chef, and freelance writer 
based in Huatulco, Mexico. She writes about nautical 

and gourmet events locally and internationally, and is 
passionate about Mexico's expanding yachting scene. 

Agua Fresca
By Kathy Taylor



Dr. Gabriel 
Oropeza Cardenas

OB/GYN  
Colposcopy
Ultrasound

Surgery
Cancer Detection

High Risk Pregnancies

Beta Centauro Bldg. A3 Apt. 3
La Crucecita, Huatulco

Tel (958) 587 2297 Cel . 958 587 8518

www.cafejuanitamexico.com

Santa Cruz, Huatulco
Tel. 958 587 2655
Cel. 958 100 7339
Closed Mondays

www.oaxacaculinarytours.com

What do you get
 when you cross 
a chef with an 

anthropologist?
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Botox
Lifting Facial

Radiofrequency 
Cavitation

Dr. Araceli Vasquez Cruz

Beta Centauro A #3
La Crucecita, Huatulco

(958) 585 2112
By Appt.

Glass & Aluminum

“BAHIAS”

Manzana 12 Lot 7
U2 South

Huatulco, Oaxaca

Tel. 958 853 4632

Custom made
 Windows 

and 
Doors

Travel Giant Offers Day of the Dead, Craft 
Beer & Mezcal Tour in Oaxaca City

Jane Bauer

M
erit Travel Group, Canada's largest 
independent specialty travel company, is 
providing visitors to Huatulco and Puerto 
Escondido with the opportunity to experience 
Day of the Dead within a weeklong mezcal, 

craft beer and culinary tour to the city of Oaxaca. 

Merit is partnering with beer expert Oliver Dawson, who runs 
both Canadian and international beer tours, and The Eye 
contributor Alvin Starkman, who has been running culinary 
and mezcal tours out of Oaxaca for a number of years. 

The tour runs from November 1 – 9, providing both residents of 
Oaxaca's coast and arriving snowbirds with a great 
opportunity to learn, indulge and enjoy.  Some of the highlights 
will be participating in Muertos activities, pairing craft beer 
with Oaxacan regional food, visiting a diversity of mezcal 
distilleries, cooking with beer, mezcal or pulque with Chef Pilar 
Cabrera, dining in both quaint roadside eateries and the best 
haute cuisine restaurants the city has to offer, visiting a 
number of traditional Oaxacan sights, and much more. 

At a recent promotional kickoff in Toronto, travel expert Patrick 
Dineen (author of The Globe and Mail´s Deal of the Week) 
commented that the price for the tour is extremely attractive 
and it should sell out quickly.  There are only 17 spots 
available for this inaugural tour, the first of its kind offered in 
Oaxaca. 

For further information, price and detailed itinerary, contact 
Georgia Kourakos:  georgia.kourakos@merit.ca.  

RESTAURANT, HOTEL & SPA
Zipolite Beach, Oaxaca

www.el-alquimista.com
Tel. 958 587 8961 

www.mantaraya-hotel.com
www.cafejuanitamexico.com
http://www.cafejuanitamexico.com
www.oaxacaculinarytours.com
http://www.oaxacaculinarytours.com/about-us.html
www.el-alquimista.com
www.el-alquimista.com
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he average resident of North America uses an 

Testimated 280 liters (74 gallons) of water per day for 
household daily chores and consumption. Roughly a 
third of that is flushed down the toilet. That's 84 
liters of water a day. Almost 12 liters each time you 

flush. 

That may not seem like a startling number, or anything to be 
concerned about; but taking into consideration global 
droughts and even local water shortages, that insignificant 
little 84 liters a day becomes quite important.

Let me break it down for you…

Sure, 70% of the Earth's surface is covered in water, but (and 
this is a big but) less than 3% of that water is fresh water. And 
once you account for all of the 'fresh water' that is tied up in 
glaciers, really only about 1% of the water on our Planet is 
available for the survival of the human species. 

It raises the question, should we really be flushing so much of 
that precious fresh water down the toilet? Can't we do better?

To which I would respond… You bet your bum we can! (Yes, 
pun intended.)

The answer? Composting toilets.

Now, I am sure that when I say composing toilet you 
immediately think of a small wooden shack with a crescent 
moon on the door, leaning a little too much to the left to give 
you any confidence in what lay beyond. And probably, your 
nose is filled with the smell of long forgotten stop along a busy 
highway at a lonely pit-toilet.

But, nothing could be further from those images than the 
modern composting toilet. 

Many modern composting toilets are barely distinguishable 
from the toilet you have in your bathroom and most of them use 
no water at all! Also, when properly installed, they give off no 
unpleasant odor.

Yes, outhouses have been around for centuries and are still 
utilized in many rural areas around the globe, including here in 
Mexico where modern plumbing is not common in rural 
households. As a matter of fact, 2.6 billion people worldwide 
have no proper toilet of any kind. That is nearly 40% of the 
world population!

But, I am not talking about outhouses here. Modern 
composting toilets are becoming increasingly popular in first 
world countries. A new apartment complex in Seattle, 
Washington recently used its composting toilets (along with 
many other green features) as a major selling point.

And why are they becoming so popular? Well, there are actually 
many personal and social benefits to composting toilets.

Aside from the 25,000 liters (6,600 gallons) of fresh water per 
year, per person a composting toilet can save, it also saves on 
electricity and other resources that are used to create the 
infrastructure for flush toilets and the treatment of the black 
water they produce. 

Instead of sending human waste into the municipal water 
stream for treatment or a septic system that drains into the 
ground water, composting toilets conserve waste on-site. It is 
stored in a compartment to facilitate natural aerobic 
decomposition, 
which in time, 
t u r n s  i n t o  
nutr ient - r i ch  
compost. 

This is where 
the personal  
benefits come 
in. If you are a 
gardener or even 
j u s t  h a v e  
housep lan ts ,  
you can use the 
organic fertilizer 
that is produced 
b y  y o u r  
c o m p o s t i n g  
toilet to enrich 
your soil.

Just how does a 
c o m p o s t i n g  
toilet turn human waste into fertilizer?

Composting toilets utilize the natural processes of evaporation 
and decomposition. Human waste is over 90% water. Once the 
water is evaporated (using a ventilation system) anaerobic 
decomposition turns the small amount of remaining solid 
material into useful fertilizer. Human waste that is properly 
composted does not contain any pathogens or viruses. 
Bacteria destroy them during decomposition.

Installing a composting toilet can mean the conservation of 
100,000 liters (26,400 gallons) of water a year for a family of 
four. They can take a major strain off local municipalities who 
are forced to provide the infrastructure for flush toilets and 
deal with the treatment of black water. They can prevent 
contamination of groundwater that improperly functioning 
septic systems can create. And they provide the user with safe, 
efficient and free organic fertilizer.

A composting toilet is a great thing to consider if you live in an 
area that experiences water shortages or if you just want to be 
on the cutting edge of conservation of the most valuable 
resource we have on the Planet…water!

The Scoop on Poop
By Kary Vannice



La Divina 
Providencia 2
Natural Medicines

Ocotillo #303
La Crucecita, Huatulco
(958) 106 4325

Figueroa 
Medical Laboratory 

Guamuchil Ave. 
Bldg.B3 Apt. 3 
Beta Centauro

Tel. 958 587 0417
Cel. 958 100 6155

MERIDA
             MOTORS

Tel. 958 105 1771  Cel. 958 1034700
Lote 193, Sector T, Huatulco

Plaza Madero #134
Huatulco, Oaxaca

(958) 105 1683, (958) 583 4626

OPTICA 
AYLA

Manicure and Pedicure
Acrylic Nails, Gel Polish

Plaza Madero, Huatulco
Tel. (958) 100 9998

Services 
Listings
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Diarrhea is the second leading cause of death among 
children under five in the world. Around 1.5 million 
deaths each year - nearly one in five – are caused by 
diarrhea. It kills more children than malaria, AIDS, and 
measles combined.

Sanitation and proper hygiene are crucial to diarrhea 
prevention. It is estimated that improved sanitation 
facilities can result in an average reduction in cases of 
diarrhea of more than one-third. Washing hands with 
soap has been found to reduce diarrhea by more than 
40%.

Halving the proportion of those globally without access 
to safe drinking water and adequete sanitation by 2015 
is estimated to result in 272 million more school 
attendance days a year. The value of deaths averted, 
based on discounted future earnings, would amount to 
US$ 3.6 billion a year.

Improved sanitation facilities are estimated to result in 
an average reduction in cases of diarrhea of more than 
33%.

2.5 billion people lack access to improved sanitation; 1.1 
billion still practice open defecation.

Of the 60 million people added to the world's towns and 
cities every year, most move to informal settlements (i.e. 
slums) with no sanitation facilities. 

Sanitation
Statistics

*source www.water.org



 Suitable for wine & deli,

 retail store, office, 

showroom etc.

The Eye
Real Estate Listings

Sponsored By
Remax Huatulco

 Beach-ocean front luxury condo 
2009 Casa Anita in Sueno del 

Mar, Chahue Beach,
 2 BR, 2 BA, completely 

furnished, ready for move in.

http://casaanita2007.com/sales.htm
call owner: 312 698-4466      

email owner: Villak@aol.com
in Huatulco:  958 587 1828      

360 degree Ocean view lot in 
Residential Conejos, prime 

location.

View View View 3 levels of ocean vista, 
stairs to beach, contemporary, hip, 

turnkey. 958 100 4484

 casavolare@hotmail.com
www.casavolare.com

For Sale By Owner

huatulcoprimeproperties@gmail.com

www.huatulcoprimeproperties.com

USA (512) 430 4575

Huatulco  (958) 587 1828

   interior area 1540 sq.ft. / 143 m2   
plus  exterior area 1140 sq.ft. / 106 m2

 Commercial Property at Chahue Beach   

Suitable for wine &

 deli, retail store, office, 

showroom etc.

House for Sale Oaxaca City
Modern open plan, 2 br., 2&1/2 
baths, fabulous garden, town 
services.  For more infol & pix
lynn.ohareberkson6@gmail.com

Bed & Breakfast
With spectacular ocean views
$89. - $109. USD/room/night

www.bbaguaazul.com
(011 52) 958 581 0265

Casa Orquidea Zipolite Vacation Rental.  
New beautiful vacation rental home in 

Zipolite with 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 
SKY TV, hot water, private access and 
parking, totally furnished with amazing 

views of the Pacific Ocean.  Check out our 
Facebook page Casa Orquidea Zipolite.  

Contact us at 
casaorquideazipolite@gmail.com. 

Selling or Renting 
your home?

Advertise in The Eye 
Real Estate Listings.

This space for 
300 pesos/ month

huatulcoeye@yahoo.com

All information regarding the 
Real Estate advertised herein 
has been provided by the 
individual party, the seller or 
their agent. The Eye does 
N O T  a s s u m e  a n y  
responsibility for the validity  
of the information provided. 
The Eye is not liable for 
m i s i n f o r m a t i o n ,  
typographical errors, errors 
of omission, misprints or 
other  errors  in  these 
advertisements. We reserve 
the right to revise or reject 
any advertisement. The Eye 
is not a real estate broker and 
receives no commission upon 
the sale or rental of the 
property. Prospective buyers 
should contact a real estate 
agent for real estate advice 
and /or their lawyer for legal 
advice concerning the 
purchase of any properties 
advertised here.

New, Furnished 
2 bedroom 

apartment for 
rent, available 
immediately, 

amenities 
include AC, 

swimming pool 
and rooftop 

palapa. Reply to 
Libresteve@gm
ail.com or home 
5870616 or Cell 

9581165451

For Rent

www.remaxhuatulco.com
www.cruzdelmar.com.mx
http://www.bbaguaazul.com


Source:
www.water.org

To find out more
 visit their website

http://www.water.org


English AA 6pm
Puerto Escondido 
Cafecito Riconada

English AA 6pm
Puerto Escondido 
Cafecito Riconada

English AA 8pm
Huatulco 
Remax Plaza, Chahue
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26 27 28 29 30 31

On the Riviera

Oaxaca City

Weekly Event

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

Announce your 
event for FREE

huatulcoeye@yahoo.com

State Band Concert
12:30pm Free

Zócalo- Oaxaca City

Xochimilco 
Organic MarketEtla Market

Tlacolula Market

Zaashila Market

Ocotlan Market

Xochimilco 
Organic Market

May

Baseball
Guerreros vs. Cd. 
Carmen, 7:00 PM

Baseball
Guerreros vs. Cd. 
Carmen, 7:00 PM

Baseball
Guerreros vs. 
Minatitlan, 5:05 PM

Baseball
Guerreros vs. 
Minatitlan, 5:05 PM

Baseball
Guerreros vs. 
Minatitlan, 7:00 PM

Baseball
Guerreros vs. 

Aguascalientes, 7:00 
PM

Baseball
Guerreros vs. 

Aguascalientes, 7:00 
PM

Baseball
Guerreros vs. 

Aguascalientes, 7:00 
PM

Baseball
Guerreros vs.

Saltillo 7:00 PM

Baseball
Guerreros vs. Cd. 
Carmen, 7:00 PM

Ambulante 
Film Festival

Lila Downs Concert
Teatro Macedonio Alcalá

Independencia & 5 de Mayo

A Benefit for the Casa de la Mujer 
Tickets can be purchased at :

CaféCafé - H. Colegio Militar, Num. 
1010-6 ,Col. Reforma

Café Café - M. Bravo 219
Casa de la Mujer - Guadalupe Victoria 

107, Col Libertad 
Teatro Macedonio Alcalá -Independencia 

& 5 de Mayo 

Lila Downs 
Concert

Oaxaca City Walking Tour of 
churches

Weekly - Tuesday & Saturday
10 am - $100 pesos

meet in front of the Cathedral

A tour for the devout, the 
lapsed and the never-were. 

For more information or tours 
at other times write 

ridgecliff[at]hotmail.com

A huge thank 
you to The Eye 

advertisers 
and 

contributors 
who make this 

FREE 
publication 

possible.

English Al-Anon
Puerto Escondido  
4:30 P.M. at Cafecito

Mother’s Day
MexicoCinco de

Mayo

Mother’s Day
Canada/US Teacher’s Day

Mexico



English AA 6pm
Puerto Escondido 
Cafecito Riconada

English AA 6pm
Puerto Escondido 
Cafecito Riconada

English AA 8pm
Huatulco 
Remax Plaza, Chahue

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30

On the Riviera

Oaxaca City

Weekly Event

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

Announce your 
event for FREE

huatulcoeye@yahoo.com

State Band Concert
12:30pm Free

Zócalo- Oaxaca City

Xochimilco 
Organic Market

Etla Market

Tlacolula Market

Zaashila Market

Ocotlan Market

Xochimilco 
Organic Market

Salsa Lessons  9pm
 Dos Estrellas Cultural Center

 Zipolite

The Eye 26

June

The Eye is a monthly all-English 
magazine that is distributed throughout 
the state of Oaxaca. It can be found for 

FREE at hotels, restaurants and 
community hot spots. 

Should you wish to receive copies, 
advertise or submit some writing or 

photography please send us an email. 
This magazine is made possible by the 
advertisers so please thank them when 

you use their services.
huatulcoeye@yahoo.com

Baseball
Guerreros vs.

Saltillo 5:05 PM

Baseball
Guerreros vs.

Mexico 7:00 PM

Baseball
Guerreros vs.

Puebla 7:00 PM

Baseball
Guerreros vs.

Puebla 7:00 PM

Baseball
Guerreros vs.

Puebla 7:00 PM

Baseball
Guerreros vs. 

Campeche 7:00 PM

Baseball
Guerreros vs. 

Campeche 7:00 PM

Baseball
Guerreros vs. 

Campeche 7:00 PM

Baseball
Guerreros vs.

Mexico 5:05 PM

Baseball
Guerreros vs.

Mexico 5:05 PM

Baseball
Guerreros vs.

Saltillo 5:05 PM

English Al-Anon
Puerto Escondido  
4:30 P.M. at Cafecito

Father’s Day
Canada/US

Father’s Day
Mexico

Summer
Solstice

Chiles&Chocolate
Wedding Services
Huatulco, Oaxaca

www.huatulco-catering.com

http://www.huatulco-catering.com


www.cosmoresidences.com
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