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 Alvin 
Starkman

The Eye is a monthly all-English magazine 
that is distributed throughout the state of 

Oaxaca. It can be found for FREE at hotels, 
restaurants and community hot spots. 

Should you wish to receive copies, advertise 
or submit some writing or photography 

please send us an email. 
This magazine is made possible by the 

advertisers so please thank them when you 
use their services.

M
y mother's generation worked hard to get their 
voices heard and to shift the expectation of 
women out of the house and into the 
workplace. When my generation was told we 
could be anything we wanted we believed we 

had arrived. ‘Feminist’ was almost a dirty word- like being a 
hippy in the disco era- it had served its purpose but was out of 
touch with what was happening now. Then came Naomi Wolf 
with her Beauty Myth, Camille Paglia and Susan Faludi's 
Backlash and it became clear that while our mothers had come 
a long way baby, we still had a long way to go. 

Recognizing that there is something to fight for and feeling 
entitled to have my voice heard is something I had taken for 
granted. After fifteen years living in Mexico it is something I 
value more than anything. I am the kind of woman who is 
described as having a 'character muy fuerte'- this is not offered 
as a complement, although I have come to accept it as one. 
Madeleine Albright said “It took me quite a long time to develop 
a voice, and now that I have it, I am not going to be silent.” 
Developing a voice is essential to improving the lives of women 
around the world.

The feminism movement in Mexico is still very much in the 
public sphere; getting women to vote, getting equal pay for 
equal work, women are still in the kitchen and sadly, violence 
against women is common. 

This month, in celebration of International Women's Day on 
, March 8th we dedicate this issue to all women and embrace the 

idea that until we all find our voice, there is something to fight 
for.

The slogan on the cover refers to the machismo 
compartmentalization of women as either whores or virgins, we 
are neither, we are women! 

See you next month,

Jane

Give voice to what you know to be true, and 
do not be afraid of being disliked or exiled. I 
think that’s the hard work of standing up for 

what you see.
–Eve Ensler

http://www.huatulcoeye.com
www.villaescondida.com.mx
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The First Feminist of the Americas 

By Brooke Gazer



T
he illegitimate daughter of a 
Creole mother, Juana Inés de 
Asbaje y Ramírez was born in 
1648 on a farm in central 
Mexico. By the age of three 

she had taught herself to read and 
frequently hid in the hacienda chapel 
engaging in an activity forbidden to 
girls, reading her grandfather's books.  
She had an insatiable appetite for 
learning and devoured most of the 
available books before she was sent to 
live with relatives in Mexico City.  Once 
she arrived she was unstoppable and 
had mastered Latin in just 20 lessons.  
Juana was as beautiful as she was 
brilliant and soon developed a kind of 
celebrity status in the court of the 
viceroy.  The Marquis de Mancera 
found amusement on many occasions 
by inviting theologians, jurists, 
philosophers, and poets to test the 
abilities of this dashing 17 year old girl.  
Astonishing them all she was able to 
eloquently converse on various 
scientific and literary subjects. As her 
reputation grew throughout New Spain 
several marriage proposals were offered 
but instead she became a novice in the 
convent of Discalced Carmelite nuns.  
This particular order endured a rather 
austere punitive existence and she left 
it in the same year.  Two years later 
however, she took her vows at the 
Convent of San Jerónimo, where she 
became known as Sor Juana.

In seventeen century Mexico, a proper 
woman's choice was limited to that of 
wife and mother or to life in a convent.  
Since women were prohibited from 
attending university she begged to be 
allowed to dress as a man in order to 
attend classes.  This idea however, was 
simply out of the question.  As a wife 
she would be little more than her 
husband's chattel, lacking control of 
her own destiny.  Perhaps it was this 
understanding that drew her to the life 
she chose.

Depending on the order and one's 
social standing, life behind the convent 
walls was not difficult to endure.  At 
San Jerónimo, Sor Juana’s “cell” was a  

suite that included a bedroom, a 
bathroom with hot water, a kitchen and 
a large comfortable library which also 
acted as a Salon.  Her library had the 
best collection books in all of the 
Americas as well as various musical 
and scientific instruments. 

At the convent she was responsible for 
keeping the accounts, attending 
religious services and teaching music 
to young girls but most of her time was 
free to study, write and hold court. She 
possessed an incredibly inquisitive 
mind and delved into a wide range of 
subjects including various scientific 
topics.  While she was unable to leave 
the convent itself, many of Mexico City's 
“intelligencia” made frequent visits to 
her salon. 

Her writings and her unorthodox life 
were publicly criticized but as long as 
she had the patronage of the viceroy she 
was  secure .   As  the  k ing ' s  
representative, Mexico's viceroy held 
supreme power. Under the Marquis de 
Mancera, Sor Juana wrote a wide range 
of secular sonnets and other Baroque 
style poems, honoring both vice royal 
court and city figures. When the 
Marquis returned to Spain the 
Archbishop of Mexico acted as Viceroy 
and under his authority she received 
many ecclesiastic commissions.  
During the eight years when the 
Marquis de la Laguna was in power Sor 
Juana produced the bulk of her work 
and became bolder in her opinions.  
When Laguna returned to Spain, his 
wife, a particular intimate of Sor Juana, 
took some of her works with her and 
had them published.  She became an 
instant success in Europe and a second 
book was subsequently published.

Some of her writing had a decidedly 
feminist bent.  She was particularly 
vocal in her support of women's right to 
education and other social issues 
relating to her gender.  In one of her 
essays on prostitution she asked 
bluntly “Who is more to blame, the one 
who sins for pay, or the one who pays 
for sin?”  

Although her life remained unchanged 
after the Lagunas returned to Spain, 
the political winds had altered 
direction.  The city began to experience 
flooding, disease, food shortages and 
political unrest which weakened the 
vice royal court. The religious leaders 
were much less tolerant of this absurd 
nun who challenged the oppression of 
women and perhaps threatened their 
authority.  The Spanish inquisition 
granted enormous power for the church 
to root out its enemies and the Bishop 
of Puebla instigated a rather 
underhanded campaign against her.  
Under his scrutiny, she became the 
s u b j e c t  o f  a n  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  
investigation which ultimately resulted 
in her censor. 

Twenty five years after taking her vows, 
Sor Juana was compelled to sign, in 
b l o o d ,  a  s t a t e m e n t  o f  s e l f -
condemnation, and accepted a new vow 
of penance and self sacrifice.  She 
donated most of her books and 
scientific instruments to be sold in 
order to help the suffering poor in the 
city.  She ceased writing and devoted 
her time to nursing.  Two years later 
year she died during an epidemic that 
killed most of the nuns at her 
monastery.  

Despite the barriers she encountered 
and the hardship she suffered at the 
end of her life, Sor Juana is an excellent 
example of a woman succeeding despite 
monumental obstacles.  Had she been 
born in another time who knows what 
she might have accomplished?  As it is 
her ideas helped to create a Mexican 
identity and today Sor Juana is known 
as the “Intellectual Mother of Mexico”; 
she is also considered the last great 
author of Spain's Golden Age.  

Brooke Gazer operates a bed 
and breakfast in Huatulco, 

Agua Azul la Villa 
www.bbaguaazul.com
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I
t's simply not possible list all the women writers who have 
influenced us over the past few centuries. Today we focus 
on five from different genres who will stand out in the 
annals of history (or already do), not only for what they've 
accomplished through the written word, but for the 

hours of sublime entertainment they've given us.   

Sor Juana
Sor Juana Ines de la Cruz is Mexico's first feminist. In her short 
46 years she sought the freedom to become educated and to 
become a writer and poet despite opposition from her 
superiors. Born in 1651 in Nueva España (now Mexico) to a 
Spanish Captain and Criollo woman, she learned to read at age 
three and as a young woman became the court poet to the 
viceroy of Mexico. At 16 she wanted to attend university 
(disguised as a man), but being denied this she studied 
privately.  She mastered Greek logic, taught Latin to young 
children, and even learned and wrote poems in the Aztec 
language, Nahuatl.

The most lauded book about Sor Juana is written by Mexico's 
own Nobel Prize winner, Octavio Paz, entitled Sor Juana, Or the 
Traps of Faith. In it he explores the culture, politics, and 
ideology of the time in order to discover the reasons she became 
a nun and renounced her passion for writing and learning.  Her 
works and Paz's book are best read in Spanish, but there are 
good English translations. 

Hombres Necios, one of Sor Juana's most famous poems, 
appears in most of her poetry collections. Here are the first 
three stanzas to give you a sample of her brilliance:

Silly, you men-so very adept
at wrongly faulting womankind,
not seeing you're alone to blame
for faults you plant in woman's mind.

After you've won by urgent plea
the right to tarnish her good name,
you still expect her to behave--
you, that coaxed her into shame.

You batter her resistance down
and then, all righteousness, proclaim
that feminine frivolity,
not your persistence, is to blame.

To see the entire poem, go to
http://imjat.blogspot.mx/2011/05/hombres-necios-que-
acusais-english.html

And to think she wrote this in the 1600s!!

Jane Austen
“Oh dear, where's my copy of Pride and Prejudice?”  That was 
the very first thought that came to Enid Le Marchand's mind 
when WW2 broke out in Britain, where she was a nurse 
practicing in London. (Ms. Le Marchand originally hailed from 
the Channel Islands.) Unable to find Jane Austen's famous 
novel, she rushed to a bookstore to buy a new copy. This before 
anything else? Years later she would tell her daughter Jenny, “I 
needed something stable and grounded to read during the 
hours ahead that would be filled with fear and uncertainty.” 

Austen's reflections on daily life and social convention in 
thEngland's 19  century are not only soothing to the soul, but 

entertaining and insightful. Her first sentence is one of the 
most famous in the history of the novel: “It is a truth 
universally acknowledged that a single man in possession of a 
good fortune must be in want of a wife.” With that, Austen sets 
the stage for the humorous intentions of Mrs. Bennett, the 
mother, in the search of husbands for her five daughters, 
keeping with the social mores of the time.  Although Pride and 
Prejudice (which recently celebrated 200 years since its 
publication in 1813) is the most widely read and best known of 
Austen's novels, Emma and Sense and Sensibility, among 
others, also offer vivid glimpses into the motivations of men 
and women of the time, and perhaps of all times.

P.D. James
When discussing literature, the 92-year-old (and still writing) 
British doyenne of the detective novel doesn't distinguish 
between serious or literary novels and crime or mainstream 
fiction.  She started writing mystery novels because she liked 
them herself and she thought she'd have success with them.  
Also, she likes “structure, fiction with a beginning, a middle, 
and an end, as well as a narrative drive, pace, and resolution, 
which a detective novel has.”

There weren't many books in James' home, so she sought 
reading pleasure at the Cambridge Public Library. It was there 
she came under the spell of Jane Austen “early on because of 
her irony and control of structure.”  James views “one's 
response to literature as one's response to human beings—if 
you asked me what appeals to me in a certain person, I might 
say his courage or humor or intelligence. In Jane Austen it was 
her style and her irony, the way she creates so distinctive a 
world in which I feel at home. I called my second daughter after 
her.”  

There are dozens of great James novels, and her detective 
Adam Dalgliesh ranks second only to Sherlock Holmes. In 
1991 James was ennobled by the Queen and sits in the House 
of Lords as Baroness James of Holland Park.

Influential Women Writers: 1660 to Today

“I've learned that people will forget what you said, people will forget 
what you did, but people will never forget how you made them feel.”

 Maya Angelou

By Carole Reedy



Joyce Carol Oates
Joyce Carol Oates must be one of the most prolific writers of the 
20th century.  Since 1963, she's written more than 50 novels 
as well as many volumes of short stories, poetry, and 
nonfiction. One of her most revered novels, Them, won the 
National Book Award in1963, and three other novels have been 
nominated for the Pulitzer Prize (Black Water in 1992, What I 
Lived For in 1994, and Blonde in 2000). She often “novelizes” 
actual events, including the Edward Kennedy incident at 
Chappaquiddick in Black Water, the Jon Benet Ramsey case 
told from the point of view of her brother in My Sister My Love, 
and the life of Marilyn Monroe in Blonde. 

Oates has drifted among a variety of styles over the years, 
including periods of stream-of-consciousness and gothic 
literature (Bellefleur  and A Bloodsmoor Romance).  Some of her 
best works are those written in the late 60s and early 70s, 
among them The Garden of Earthly Delights and Expensive 
People.  Recent works include a personal history of her 
husband's death (A Widow's Story), which drove her into a 
state of depression and inability to act.  Faithful readers who 
envisioned her as a stronger woman might be shocked. Oates 
has since remarried, and we look for more excellent fiction from 
this most centered, dedicated, entertaining writer and 
professor.

Nora Ephron 
Nora Ephron died last year at 70 from leukemia, keeping her 
illness a secret from virtually everyone since 2006. She left 
behind mostly comedic novels, screenplays, and essays that 
reflect the mores of the second half of the 20th century. Ephron 
was also a producer and director of films. Her most recent play, 
Love, Loss, and What I Wore, can be seen in Mexico City. Five of 
Mexico's top women actresses contribute to the ensemble 
work, which is proving popular among men as well as women 
in this grand city.      

Ephron, “the queen of romantic comedy,” is known for her 
strong female characters in works such as Julie and Julia, 
When Harry Loved Sally, the essays Crazy Salad, and the novel 
Heartburn, written after her divorce from Carl Bernstein of 
Watergate fame. 

In closing, we shouldn't fail to mention three noteworthy and 
influential American women poets: the introspective Emily 
Dickinson, witty Dorothy Parker, and the contemplative Sylvia 
Plath.

¡Felicitaciones a todas en este Día Internacional de Mujer!

www.caracolboutique.com
www.grillomarinero.huatulco.tv
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C
asa de la Mujer is arguably the most important 

resource available to young, bright indigenous 

women who might otherwise not realize their 

full potential as contributing members of 

Oaxacan society.  The charity's reach extends 

throughout all eight regions of the state.  Its mission is to 

contribute to the transformation of a more just and equitable 

society respecting women's rights.   

The umbrella organization is comprised of three intertwined 

programs:  Grupo de Estudios sobre la Mujer “Rosario 

Castellanos” which was founded in 1977; a research and 

development arm known as Investigación-Acción; and a 

scholarship fund known as el Fondo Guadalupe Musalem, 

formed in 1995, and for more than 15 years boasting 

internationally renowned singer-songwriter Lila Downs as its 

most prominent supporter and promoter.   

Every April, Casa de la Mujer announces in rural communities 

throughout the state of Oaxaca the availability of scholarships 

to assist students in obtaining their high school education.  

The prerequisites for acceptance into the program are:  

· Being a woman less than 20 years of age who is native 

to Oaxaca, and of either indigenous or African descent

· Successful completion of junior high school with an 

average GPA of 9

· Having the desire and willingness to work with women 

in their community

· Making a commitment towards solidarity with the 

tenets of Casa de la Mujer

· Periodically complying with requirements established 

by the scholarship fund

Those accepted into the scholarship program receive 2,000 

pesos per month for each term of 12 months, during which 

they are required to attend high school either in their 

communities, or close to their homes in cases where higher 

education is not available in a particular village.  In many cases 

the transportation alone required to enable a student to attend 

high school in a distant town is great enough to dissuade 

parents from encouraging their children have their sights set 

on high school.  Thus, many bright students have little if any 

incentive to even complete junior high. 

The monthly stipend is intended to cover the cost of books and 

related educational supplies, inscription fees each semester, 

food and clothing, transportation and housing costs in cases 

where students must travel outside of their communities to 

attend school, and other sundry expenses.  Each month 

students must enumerate in writing expenses incurred, with 

balances carried forward to subsequent months, thus 

ensuring accountability.   Provision of medical, dental and 

psychological services are included as one of the scholarship 

benefits, generally provided by professionals practicing in 

close proximity to the Casa de la Mujer premises in downtown 

Oaxaca.  Each scholarship recipient is periodically assessed 

by a Casa de la Mujer staff member; an advisor of sorts.  

Students are encouraged to attend monthly weekend 

workshops in Oaxaca.  In many cases they spend six hours or 

longer on public buses on Friday getting them to Oaxaca, and 

again on Sunday returning them to their home villages.  Areas 

covered in the seminars include personal, social and cognitive 

development; artistic expression; and tools for working within 

the community.  Plenary sessions include strategies for 

dealing with insecurities, self-esteem and assertiveness

Casa de la Mujer:  

Benefiting Indigenous Oaxacan Women for 35 Years

By Alvin Starkman, M.A., J.D.



training, life planning; women's rights, and dealing with 

violence in the community.  The curriculum includes working 

in groups while focusing on theatrical expression. 

Since the inception of the Casa de la Mujer scholarship fund, 

close to 100 young women have participated in the program, 

benefiting 58 indigenous and rural communities representing 

all regions of the state, including the coast.  Twenty-six alumni 

have gone on to university, and 16 have graduated, in fields as 

diverse as chemical engineering, psychology, law, history and 

anthropology, mathematics, biology and architecture. Some 

have received national recognition for their achievements, and 

others have been awarded scholarships to study in universities 

in the United States.   

Donations to the fund are deductible from US income, and it's 

anticipated that in the near future the same will hold true for 

Canadians.  You can donate as little as 100 pesos per month to 

the fund.  At last count there were 190 individual and 

corporate sponsors donating over one million pesos annually.   

For those wanting a more direct involvement in the success of a 

bright indigenous Oaxacan woman, arrangements can be 

made to donate 2,000 pesos per month to cover all of the 

expenses of a particular student.  

In addition to the foregoing revenue generated for Casa de la 

Mujer, every year Lila Downs' husband and musical director

Alvin Starkman operates Casa Machaya Oaxaca Bed & 

Breakfast ( ) with his wife 

Arlene, and Oaxaca Culinary Tours 

( ) with Chef Pilar 

Cabrera.  Alvin frequently assists tourists in planning their 

visits to Oaxaca and the sights in its   central valleys

http://www.casamachaya.com

http://www.oaxacaculinarytours.com

 Paul Cohen, and the rest of their band, hold a benefit concert 

in Oaxaca.  Last year's performance raised over 122,000 pesos.  

During the concert Lila calls all of the current scholarship 

recipients to the stage, at which time they are congratulated 

with the strongest heartfelt and emotional applause 

imaginable.  Sometimes alumni who have gone on to establish 

careers are given special recognition.

Imagine the feeling of being at a Lila Downs concert, and seeing 

this group of young women on stage, proudly clad in their 

traditional regional dress, knowing that you have played a part 

in their personal, social, emotional and educational 

development. 

To inquire about donating to Casa de la Mujer, email 

 or cal l  (951) 516-6810 

( ). You can also email me at 

. 

contacto@gesmujer.org

http://www.gesmujer.org

oaxacadream@hotmail.com

http://www.casamachaya.com
http://www.oaxacaculinarytours.com
mailto:contacto@gesmujer.org
http://www.gesmujer.org
mailto:oaxacadream@hotmail.com
www.idreamofmexico.com
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A
s we near the end of the 2012-2013 season of Met 
opera transmissions, this month brings the 
monumental Wagnerian Parsifal and the Met's 
lush production of Zandonai's rarely seen 
Francesca da Rimini.  On April 27, Handel's Julio 

Cesar closes the season. 

But don't despair! The 2013-2014 season begins anew in 
October. Following the description of the two March 2013 
operas below, we offer a bit of speculation about the operas 
under consideration for the 2013-2014 HD season.  

Parsifal by Richard Wagner 
Opening night: July 26, 1882 in 
Bayreuth, Germany
Saturday, March 2, 2013, Auditorio 
Nacional in Mexico City; Teatro 
Macedonia Alcalá in Oaxaca City and 
at other theaters and cinemas 
throughout Mexico
Note early start: 11 am-4:40 pm 
(lecture by Sergio Vela for Mexican 
audiences will take place at 9:30 am)

The Met celebrates this bicentennial 
year of Wagner's birth with a new 
production of Wagner's final opera, 
directed by Francois Girard. Wagner intended that Parsifal be 
an event, not just a repertory piece, and indeed it is. Wagner 
started writing the opera in 1857, but didn't finish until 25 
years later.  At the opening in 1882, one attendee remarked 
that he didn't know what else Wagner could do in his life.  In 
fact, Wagner died several months later. 

This is a story of renewal, about a young man, a “pure fool” 
according to prophesy, who meets an ailing brotherhood of 
knights. From that point, his path from suffering to 
enlightenment and destiny is unveiled. Director Girard warns 
against a too-literal interpretation of the Christian theme in the 
opera. “I think Parsifal has been overly depicted as a Christian 
drama,” he says. “There are strong references—the mass, the 
wounds of Christ, the Grail, the holy spear. But it also has a 
very distinct Buddhist and, I would even say, nihilist 
foundation. We're trying very hard to rebalance that in our 
approach.” 

The remarkable cast stars tenor Jonas Kaufman. “Jonas is the 
dream for Parsifal,” according to Girard. “He can sing the music 
better than anyone, but he also has acting skills that we don't 
always see in singers. He's also a beautiful man with a pure 
face that this young fool calls for.”  The world's leading 
Wagnerian bass, René Pape, sings Gurnemanz. The director 
sums up the five-hour-plus afternoon in these words: “Parsifal 
is not just an opera—it's a mission. It's a sacred piece in the 
history of music, and I don't think it's a piece with which to play 
tricks. I hope that the contemporary costumes will add to the 
impression that this is not the story of a distant monastery. It's 
us. It's our suffering, our temptation, our weakness, the violent 
impulses in us.”

Francesca Da Rimini by Riccardo 
Zandonai 
Opening night: Feburary 19, 1914 
in Turin, Italy
Saturday, March 16, 2013, 
Auditorio Nacional in Mexico City; 
Teatro Macedonia Alcalá in Oaxaca 
City and at other theaters and 
cinemas throughout Mexico
Note even earlier start: 10 am-2 pm 
(with Vela lecture at 8:30 am)

thIt seems odd that this 20  century 
Italian opera--Zandonai's best known 
work--is performed only occasionally. Operabase statistics tell 
us it was performed just three times between 2005 and 2010. 
But the New Grove Dictionary of Opera calls it "one of the most 
original and polished Italian melodramas of the 20th century, 
[which] combines a powerful gift for Italian melody ... with an 
exceptional command of orchestration."

The opera is based on a play by Gabriele d'Annunzio, inspired 
by the story of Paolo Malatesta and Francesca da Rimini from 
Canto V of Dante's Divine Comedy.  Francesca is married to 
Paolo's deformed brother. Paolo and Francesca fall in love. 
Paolo's other brother also falls in love with Francesca, and you 
can imagine the results.  It all makes for great opera drama and 
music, of which Zandonai was a master.   

In fact, Zandonai was the dying Puccini's choice to finish his 
masterpiece Turandot, and Toscanini was in agreement with 
the decision. But for some obscure reason, Puccini's son 
vetoed it and chose Franco Alfano to finish the beloved work. 
The ravishingly beautiful production of Francesca da Rimini 
finally returns to the Met after 26 years. Dramatic soprano 
Eva-Maria Westbroek and tenor Marcello Giordani are the 
doomed lovers. 

Rumor has it… 
Don't hold us to it, but the scuttlebutt (via Salazar's Opera 
Family Circle site) says the 2013-2014 Met HD season will 
include the following operas:

Eugene Onegin, a new production with Anna Nebrebko, Piotr 
Beczala, and Mariusz Kwiencien
Falstaff, a new production conducted by James Levine  
starring Angela Meade and Stephanie Blythe.
Die Fledermaus, a new production.
Prince Igor, a new production.
Werther, a new production starring Elina Garanca.
The Nose, same production as 2009.
La Cenerentola with Joyce Didonato and Juan Diego Flórez.
Tosca with Sondra Radvanovsky and Roberto Alagna.
La Boheme
Rusalka with Renee Fleming.
Andrea Chernier 
And one more--Norma, Cosi Fan Tutti, or Wozzeck.
   
¡Vamos a ver! We should have confirmation from the Met in a 
month or so. Whatever the choices, it proves to be 'una 
temporada maravillosa!'

By Carole Reedy

Sneak Preview: 
March 2013 Met Opera 
Transmissions and 
2013-14 Speculation
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Elba Esther Gordillo is president 
of the teacher's union, the largest 
one in Latin America she controls 
1.5 million union votes and 
dictates educational policy. 
Teacher strikes are very common 
and Gordillo seems

 
extremely ostentatious, sporting 

 to be 
unsupportive of women's issues  
and blames the abysmal state of 
education in Mexico on working 
mothers. She is possibly the most 
publicly vilified high profile 
woman in Mexico.  She is 

$5,000 Hermes purses and once 
gave Hummers as gifts to loyal teachers. Newly elected Enrique 
Peña Nieto has pledged to negotiate with the union and to 
reform the system.

Lydia Cacho is a renowned award 
winning journalist and writer.  
She has been an outspoken 
advocate for women’s and 
children's rights especially 
regarding victims of domestic and 
sexual violence, and human 
trafficking.  Described by Amnesty 
International as "perhaps Mexico’s 
most famous invest igat ive 
journalist and women’s rights 
advocate." In 2004, her book Los 
Demonios del Edén created a 
nationwide scandal by alleging 
t h a t  s e v e r a l  p r o m i n e n t  
businessmen had conspired to 
protect a pedophilia ring. As of 
August 2012 she has been in 
temporary self exile due to death threats. 

Elena Poniatowska was born in 
Paris to a Mexican mother and a 
father descended from Polish 
aristocrats, is an award winning 
Mexican writer, journalist, and 
activist. She and her mother fled 
the Nazi invasion of Europe, 
arriving in Mexico when she was 
just ten years old. Poniatowska 
has written stories, novels, plays, 
and poetry. Her best known work 
is La noche de Tlatelolco 
(Massacre in Mexico) about the 
repression of the 1968 student 
protests in Mexico City. Despite the lack of international 
recognition, she is considered to be “Mexico’s grande dame of 
letters” and is still an active writer.

M a r i a  A s u n c i o n  
Arumburuzabala is the wealthiest 
woman in Mexico. She is the 
granddaughter of Don Felix 
Arumburuzabala, founder of 
Grupo Modelo, the brewing 
company that

Josefina Vasquez Mota

Marisela Morales

 produces Corona 
which is distributed in more than 
180 countries worldwide. She is 
considered one of the most 
influential Mexican women in the 
economic sector, serves on the 
Boards of several Mexican 
corporations, and also has a stake 
in Grupo Televisa. She was the 
first woman to serve on the 
Mexican Stock Exchange (2003-2006) and as Chairman of the 
Board of Directors of the German company Siemens, Mexican 
division (2003 to 2006). 

 is a 
Mexican businesswoman and 
politician who was the presidential 
candidate of the National Action 
Party (PAN) for the 2012 elections. 
Vázquez Mota was trained as an 
economist and began her working 
career in family businesses and 
w i t h  v a r i o u s  b u s i n e s s  
organizations and conferences, 
also working as a journalist and 
writing books. She began her 
political career with the PAN 
organization, becoming involved 
in Mexico’s federal Chamber of 
Deputies of Mexico and then in the 
administrations of Vicente Fox 
and Felipe Calderón. She was 
PAN's first female candidate for president. She lost in 2012 to 
Mexico’s current president Enrique Peña Nieto.

 Ibáñez was the 
42nd Attorney General, and the 
first female to hold the position. 
She has been praised for her work 
by United States Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton and First Lady 
Michelle Obama, and received the 
2011 International Women of 
Courage Award. The  American 
award is presented annually by 
the US Department of State to women around the world who 
have shown leadership, courage, resourcefulness and 
willingness to sacrifice for others, especially for better 
promotion of women's rights.
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Las 
Poderosas By Julie Etra and Jane Bauer
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958 111 5097

Lorena Ochoa is a Mexican 
professional golfer who 
played on the U.S.-based 
LPGA Tour from 2003 to 
2010, and was the top-
ranked female golfer in the 
world for over three years, 
from April 2007 to her 
retirement in May 2010. As 
the first Mexican golfer of 
either gender to be ranked 
number one in the world, she 
is considered the best 
Mexican golfer of all time. 
Since December 2004, the 
Lorena Ochoa Foundation 
has combined forces with 
other associations dedicated mostly to education, helping 
hundreds of marginalized children to reach a balanced life 
through educational programs, sports, healthy living and 
self-esteem seminars.

Salma Hayek is a Mexican 
American fi lm actress, 
director and producer. She 
began her career in Mexico 
starring in the telenovela 
Teresa. Hayek's charitable 
work includes increasing 
awareness on violence 
a g a i n s t  w o m e n  a n d  
discr iminat ion against  
immigrants. In 2005, Hayek 
testified before the U.S. 
Senate Committee on the 
J u d i c i a r y  s u p p o r t i n g  
reauthorizing the Violence 
Against Women Act. In 
February 2006, she donated 
$25,000 to a Coatzacoalcos, 
Mexico, shelter for battered women and another $50,000 
to Monterrey based anti-domestic violence groups.

Paola Espinosa is an athlete 
from La Paz, Mexico. She 
competes in diving and 
represented Mexico at the 
2004 Summer Olympics in 
Athens and again at the 2008 
Summer Olympics in Beijing, 
being her national team's 
flagbearer in the latter. She 
won a bronze medal in the 
10m Synchronized Platform 
with her partner Tatiana 
Ortiz.  She qualified to 
participate in both platform 
events at the 2012 Summer 
Olympics. She won silver in 
10m Synchronized platform 
at the 2012 Olympics.

Mariana Avitia  is an athlete 
from Monterrey, Mexico who 
competes in archery. At the 
2012 Summer Olympics in 
London Avitia finished third, 
doing the 2, 3 along with Aída 
Roman to win the first two 
medals for Mexico in the 
country's Olympic archery 
history for both Male and 
Female.

shantiespacio@yahoo.com
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hifting perceptions of women and their roles in 
society have occurred more rapidly in Mexico City 
than in the rest of the country, not unusual given 
that large cities generally seem to adapt to change 
more readily than rural environments.  The S
advancement of women in the workplace, at home, 

and in social standing has brought a new respect for women in 
general. We're seeing more women playing active roles in 
government and gaining positions of power in politics, even in 
rural areas of the country. 

Mexico's adoration of mothers  has long been recognized 
throughout the western world. (Although less well known is the 
ironic use of the word “mother” in Mexican slang. Nobel Prize 
winner Octavio Paz explains it all in his famous work The 
Labyrinth of Solitude.) However, these days single and married 
women as well as mothers are gaining a new respect. This is 
reflected in the everyday life of the city.

Public transport
Among the many buses that 
transport citizens and tourists 
along the city's main tributary, 
Paseo de Reforma, you'll spot a 
big pink bus. Women only are 
allowed on this one, though you 
may have to wait a bit longer for 
it than for the green buses that 
seem to run constantly on the 
flower-lined avenue. The Pink 
Bus also travels down several other routes in the city.  For 
many years, women-only buses and subways have been rolling 
along the streets of India, Brazil, Japan, and other countries. 
Mexico City finally established a Pink Bus system in 2008 as 
part of a growing responsiveness to complaints about 
discrimination and disrespect from men on subways and 
buses. 

When taking the Metrobus or the underground Metro, as a 
woman, go directly to the first car. These are designated 
specifically for women, children, disabled citizens, and people 
over 60.  Police often monitor the cars to be certain that men 
respect the women-only designation. But don't despair if you 
miss the opportunity or forget to go to the front. If you board 
other cars, which are mostly filled with young men, it's likely 
someone will offer you his seat, especially if you are older, 
disabled, pregnant, or have a child in your arms.   

Museo de La Mujer and 
Museo Soumaya 
One of the hidden 
treasures of Mexico City 
is the Museum of the 
Woman. Most people 
don't know about it, 
though it's located right 
in centro historico at 
Republica de Bolivia 17.  
The

eight rooms of the museum recount the history of Mexico from 
the perspective of the woman, explaining the daily roles of 
women from the pre-Hispanic era to the present. It's open 
Tuesday to Sunday, 9 am to 6 pm.

Another new art museum in 
the city, Museo Soumaya, 
was built by Carlos Slim, the 
richest man in the world, in 
dedication to his respected 
and adored wife. It's located 
in the Polanco area and free 
at all times to everyone.   

Rights for everyone
In many ways, Mexico City is 
one of the most liberal cities in Latin America. In 2009, it was 
among the first to legalize same-sex marriage. 

Abortion on demand in the first trimester of pregnancy has also 
been legal since 2007.  “Mexico City has taken a huge leap 
forward in its region," said Luisa Cabal, Director of the Center 
for Reproductive Rights International Legal Program. “The 
Mexican legislature should be commended for recognizing a 
woman's reproductive rights as human rights.”

Euthanasia (enacted in 2008) and prostitution (the latter 
allowed only in designated districts and highly regulated) are 
also legal in the city.

Women's rights in the Arab world are at the forefront of the 
news these days. We see women in Egypt, Afghanistan, and 
other countries fighting for the right to an education, respect, 
and sometimes simply the right to walk unescorted in the 
street. And while these rights are already ours, there's still a 
distance to go in equality in government positions of power and 
in some cases pay equality in the workplace for women. 

As Mario Osava wrote in ‘Women More Educated, Not More 
Equal’ (Inter Press Service), “When it comes to female education 
rates, progress has been made around the world, and in many 
countries girls and young women have outnumbered and 
outperformed boys and men at all levels of schooling for 
decades. Nevertheless, these advances have yet to translate 
into greater equity in employment, politics and social 
relations.”

In the words of Malala, just released 
from a London hospital after being 
shot in Pakistan for her belief in the 
rights of women there: “I have the 
right to speak, sing, and walk to the 
market.”  

We in the West are most fortunate, 
but challenges remain.  
    

Women, Respect and Mexico City 

By Carole Reedy



However, the more complex device worn by Dante is not 
provided and both UNA and Dante's parents were concerned as 
to how they would be able to acquire a new hearing aid for the 
boy. They had recently received a quote for $18,000 pesos 
(about $1500.USD), which for both the parents and this 
struggling non-profit charity was an enormous sum. 

On Febuary 4, UNA held a benefit concert at Latitude 15 Beach 
Club where a total of $113, 575 pesos was raised.  Most of 
these funds will be put toward keeping this deserving charity 
afloat for the next three months. In addition to the entrance 
and drinks, funds were raised by auctioning donated items and 
tickets were sold for a 50/50 draw.   The winners of the draw 
were a group from Bonneville, Alberta, Canada.  The total “pot” 
from the draw totaled $14,910 pesos and this small group from 
the frozen north was entitled to half.  They could have had 
quite a party with the proceeds but instead they generously 
donated their entire winnings to UNA. 

With both halves of the draw, UNA is able to make it possible for 
little Dante to get his new hearing devise.  He leaves on Febuary 
24 for Mexico City where he will be fitted. Dante is always a 
happy little guy but his smile just got a bit broader, and so did 
his parents'.

Brooke Gazer owns a bed and breakfast, Agua Azul la Villa, 

in Huatulco  www.bbaguaazul.com

Here's to Ears
By Brooke Gazer

ante Allier Martinez is one happy little boy.  Even 
though he was born without ears he has always 
been a cheerful, well-adjusted child.  His parents, 
who take good care of him in Santa Maria DHuatulco, never tried to hide his deformity by 

growing his hair to cover the missing parts.  They have taught 
him to accept himself the way he is but this does interfere with 
wanting him to live a normal life.    

Dante was born with Bilateral Microtia, a rare condition which 
affects about 1 in 5-7 thousand births.   These children are 
born either with severely deformed ears or without ears 
altogether.  Fifteen percent of these children are also missing 
the ear canal and Dante is one of the more severe cases; 
entirely without ears or ear canal.  He does have an ear drum 
and inner ear so hearing is a possibility.  He has been fitted 
with a special device that is worn like a head band and sends 
signals both through the skull and just behind the space where 
the ear should be.  Amazingly this apparatus allows him to 
hear more or less normally.  Dante has had this device since he 
was six months old but even though they treat it like gold its 
potential has diminished with daily use over the years.  
Eventually he will have corrective surgery but at five he is not 
sufficiently developed and he needs a new hearing device.

UNA (Un Nuevo Amanecer) helps a large number of hearing
impaired children and through DIF (Desarrollo Integral de la 
Familia, –Integral Development of the Family, a government 
organization to help families in need) in Oaxaca many children
receive simple hearing aids free of charge.

Creating your Enviroment to Sell

http://www.bbaguaazul.com
www.mantaraya-hotel.com
www.ces-mexico.com.mx
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The Oaxacan Riviera Female Softball League is Here! 

n c e  i n  a  

lifetime you 

g e t  a n  

opportunity to Odo something 

different and to be part of 

something historical. This 

opportunity has presented 

itself here in Huatulco and 

along the Oaxacan Riviera 

with the very first female 

softball league being formed 

along the coast thanks to José 

Ponce, President of the South-Pacific Coast Baseball League 

and the coach, trainer & manager of the UMAR Reds male 

baseball team. Next on his agenda is to start up a little league 

for children in the near future.

So, some may be wondering what's softball? Well, to be brief, 

it's a sport very similar to baseball with a few differences: the 

size of the ball, the amount of innings, the way to pitch and one 

most certainly shouldn't be fooled by the word soft!

Practices have begun with many learning about the sport and 

its rules for the first time. The response of the participants has 

been incredible and the enthusiasm of each achievement 

escalates our spirits and eagerness to new heights. There are 

currently 26 women who are participating and the number 

keeps growing at each practice. 

The goal to start the female league is to promote softball here in 

Huatulco and along the coast as an alternative sport for 

females. Softball is an important and fun sport and one of its 

most important elements is its social aspect. It's a main form of 

entertainment and recreation in many countries including 

Mexico. The benefits of playing softball are that it encourages 

teamwork and strengthens the bonds of friendship which we 

have had the pleasure to experience firsthand.

The Mavericks are born!

Our first task was to decide upon a name for our team, which 

after many wonderful ideas we unanimously voted for 

Mavericks for its meaning: “someone who refuses to play by the 

rules. She isn't scared to cross the line of conformity and her 

unorthodox tactics get results and is independent and not a 

follower”. Well, we most certainly plan to play by the rules, 

stealing bases being the exception and many of these 

courageous females have most certainly stepped out of their

 comfort zones by learning 

something new even though at 

times it may be scary, especially 

when a bat is flung your way or 

you take a softball unexpectedly 

and you realize at that moment 

that the word softball is a perfect 

example of an oxymoron. The next 

step was to select a mascot and 

with that we turned to a patriotic 

symbol however with a local 

theme suggested by Jesús López 

Aguilar responsible for the 

diffusion of Parque Nacional Huatulco, the Pandion haliaetus  

“osprey”  as it's known along the coast  or in plain English,  the 

sea eagle, a local and fellow coastal dweller. 

For centuries eagles have been revered as majestic symbols of 

power and freedom and for our team this high-flying nobility of 

feathered society are an inspiration to aspire to as we plan to 

soar to new heights and have fun too. The team logo was then 

designed by recent Graduate from The Science of 

Communications Program Carlos Diaz Azcona. 

As we are just starting out we have been raising funds by 

hosting events, having raffles, baking goodies to sell amongst 

other things. We hope we can continue to count on the support 

and participation of the community. If you know of anyone who 

may have old baseball gloves that they could donate we will put 

them to good use. Things can be dropped off at the Language 

Center at the UMAR University. 

We would like to cordially invite spectators on Saturday March 
th 16 , when Luis Fernando Flores Rey,  Certified Trainer & 

Coach for both Softball & Baseball, who works toward 

improving the lives of adolescents through sports shall be 

providing the UMAR Mavericks with a Professional Softball 

clinic at 10:00a.m and at 12:30p.m the Umar Mavericks shall 

have a friendly game against his team the Wild Cats from 

Oaxaca City.

We shall keep The Eye informed of upcoming events and games 

so, please come and watch our games when we are well 

equipped and root root root for the home team. The UMAR 

Mavericks!

Teresa Gal is the coach of The Mavericks 

By Teresa Gal
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exican women attained the right to vote much 
later than their counterparts in the US and 
Canada.  Women in Mexico were granted both 
the right to vote in national elections and the Mright to run for national office in 1953.  For 

most readers from the US, the 19th.amendment to the 
constitution (ratified in 1920), which prohibited discrimination 
by sex in the right to vote in federal and state elections, must 
seem like ancient history.  But many of our Mexican friends 
clearly remember the first time the women in their families 
could vote in national elections.

We asked a close friend what was her reaction and the reaction 
of her mother when the vote was given to women in Mexico.   
She said “it was not a cause for celebration, but more like the 
culmination of a long pent-up demand in Mexico for women's 
rights.  It seemed like it should have happened years before, 
especially because of women's victories elsewhere around the 
world, and because women had been participating in various 
ways in Mexico even before the final constitutional change.”

Many women in Mexico still associate the abrogation of 
women's participation in communal decisions with the 
Spanish conquest.  Along with the introduction of then-
modern weapons of warfare and diseases for which native 
Mexicans had no immunity, the conquistadores introduced 
patriarchal governmental systems that were truly foreign to 
matriarchal cultures that thrived in Mexico prior to 1492.  

Women were not only denied governmental participation but 
also education.  Sor Juana Ines de la Cruz, who called for the 

theducation of women in the late 17  century, was an exception 
and today stands as a model for feminists in Mexico.  Although 
well-educated women were initially condemned and their 
writings suppressed, a century later it was not unusual for 
some women to be found attending college.

The Mexican Revolution that ended in 1910 greatly enhanced 
the participation of women in civil affairs.  In addition to 
“traditional” roles such as making clothes and providing 
nursing care, women served in parts of the military and were 
engaged in espionage and strategic planning.  One of the 
women taking a visible lead in supporting the revolution was 
Hermila Galindo.  She became a strong supporter of

Venustiano Carranza and was influential in helping make him 
the first president of the newly formed Mexican Republic.  
Galindo was offered and accepted a position in the government 
and in this role organized a national convention in 1916, which 
took place in the State of Yucatán.  The convention had the 
purpose of discussing and setting out an agenda for improving 
the lives and rights of Mexican women.  

The 1917 Constitution, which provided strong labor protection 
laws, specifically included rights for women in provisions for 
protection in the work place and equal pay for equal work.  
However, although the constitution included universal 
suffrage, a political battle was waged over the interpretation of 
the wording of the suffrage provision.  In the male-dominated 
legislatures the view prevailed that it referred to universal male 
suffrage.  The argument about the language of the constitution 
was clearly political; it was obvious that women given the vote 
would overwhelmingly support the party of Carranza in future 
elections.

An interesting side issue, was that the Catholic Church 
supported women's suffrage, even to the extent of priests giving 
sermons telling their members to vote in favor of candidates 
who would advance women's rights.  Sometimes there were 
parades out the church door right to the polling places on 
election day.  But one of the main purposes of the Mexican 
Revolution had been to secularize the government and 
eliminate the previous influence of the Church.  So the 
women's suffrage issue was painted as suspicious by the 
politicians who presented this view.  

The contentious arguments about whether the constitution 
already provided for women's suffrage made clear that there 
was no actual legal impediment for states to allow for various 
levels of women's participation in political life.  Gradually 
women were elected to local public office in various states in 
Mexico, and women formed labor unions and other political 
action groups that supported particular (male) candidates.  
Support for these movements greatly increased in Mexico after 

ththe ratification of the 19  amendment to the US constitution, 
and highly visible attempts to grant women the vote took place 
in Mexico during the 1920's.

Suffrage in Mexico
By Jan Chaiken and Marcia Chaiken

Continued on page 20
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nbelievable need. Proud 
preparation. Every recipient 
neatly dressed, clean and 
ready to accept their gift. Most 
with at least one family U
member. Patiently waiting 

their turn. Accepting with grace - some with 
open joy, others reserved - sometimes 
nervous, sometimes fearful, curious, shy.  
Grateful. 

A tear rolls down the cheek of Francisca 
Martinez. She is blind and with the 
interpretive help of a member of the 
Huatulco Rotary Club, we have introduced 
ourselves and I have "shown" her the 
bandera of Canada - our flag.  I pin it on her 
and show her again where it is on her 
sweater. We exchange ages and hold hands. 
She is only five years my senior but seems 
older. She has not had my pampered life. 
Still, on this day she has freshly done grey pigtails.  I tell her 
congratulations in her own language - a word I learned 
yesterday.  Before this she walked one short, painful step at a 
time with a wooden cane. She is happy, she is grateful, and she 
is moved by this gift.

Another lady, 80 years old, has travelled by bus four hours to 
get here.  She has been having increasing difficulty walking 
and the chair will help her remain living independently. Her 
daughter lives in Mexico City and she prefers to be in her home 
town of St. Baltizar in the province of Loxicha.  

One man whose wife has passed away has four children. All but 
the eldest receive a chair today. He can now see his children, all 
in their twenties,  gain some independence and he is suddenly 

Rotary in Motion
By Peg Ainsley

free from physically carrying them. Here, a 
child born with a defect, there a foot lost to 
diabetes, all manner of reasons, from 1 year 
old to 102. 

Rotary has been running this project 
annually in different parts of the world for 
10 years. This year marks the largest 
number of Rotarian volunteers with 28 from 
Alberta including Red Deer, Sylvan Lake 
and the Okotoks Rotary Clubs, one from 
Ontario and one from Chicago, Illinois. 
Whether assembl ing wheelchairs ,  
transferring recipients or working 
registration, all play a part in making it 
happen. And they receive the gifts. Some 
people give a token - a bracelet, and one 
young man has created a beautiful sailboat 
out of nature's craft shop. The boat goes to 
Bonnie Ganske for she and her husband 
Dale to enjoy for years to come.  

Ganske is a Sylvan Lake/Huatulco Rotarian, and as project 
leader has worked towards these delivery days for 15 months.  
And it hasn't been without its challenges. Establishing the 
cooperation required between various levels of Government , 
the Canadian Wheelchair Foundation, and the shipping agents 
as well as Customs and Border personnel in two countries is no 
small task. In fact, to the last day before deliveries were to 
begin, the wheelchairs were held at the border creating drama 
and tension for organizers. There could have been 30+ 
volunteers without wheelchairs to deliver. 

In the end, there are 500 wheelchairs available for distribution 
to those who need them. Without the Rotary project these 
people, these hospitals, these children may not be able to enjoy 
their new freedom.

In 1922, a strong supporter of women's rights was briefly 
governor of the state of Yucatán.  Women there were granted 
the right to vote in regional and congressional elections and 
had a contingent in the state legislature. These rights were 
nullified after the assassination of Yucatán's governor.  

In 1924 the Pan American Association for the Advancement of 
Women met in Mexico City, and twenty governors of Mexican 
states attended in support of the platform.  But even though it 
was a national election year, there was no progress at the 
national level.  The winning candidate was fiercely anti-clerical 
and therefore, since suffrage was equated with the Church's 
position, anti-women's vote.

The next year, 1925, the state of San Luis Potosí allowed the 
acclaimed feminist, Elvía Carrillo Puerto to run for national 
office.  The rationale was that, although women did not have 
the right to vote, there was no prohibition on women standing 
for national office.  She was actually elected to Congress.  
However the national Congress had complete authority to 
certify who had been elected .  When the new Congress certified 
its membership, the name of the elected Elvia Carrillo Puerto 
was not included.  She accepted her defeat gracefully but with 
great resolve for future change. 

When Lazaro Cárdenas became a candidate for the 
presidential election of 1934, he had no history of support for 
women's rights.  But his advisors persuaded him that his best 
path to victory was to become a champion of women's rights.  
His party's platform included ringing endorsements of 
women's suffrage.  Remarkably this effort was derailed after 
his election by distant turmoil in Europe – the destruction of 
the Spanish Republic immediately after women had first voted 
in Spain.  The sobering effect of this experience, followed by 
warfare in Europe, changed the focus in Mexico.  Although 
Cárdenas did follow through and did propose a constitutional 
amendment which was ratified by a majority of states, the 
electoral balance had shifted by 1940, and the final actions of 
incorporating the amendment did not occur.  Many at the time 
were unclear about what had happened, legally speaking, to 
the amendment, but after the next president took office, no 
doubt to the dismay of Mexico's feminists, it was effectively 
dead.

It was not until 1951 and the nomination of Ruiz Cortines as 
the presidential candidate of PRI that the inclusion of suffrage 
was once again part of the party platform.  Coincidentally, in 
1952 the United Nations enacted a mandate for all member 
countries to give women the right to vote and to run for political 
office.  Finally, in 1953, the Constitution of Mexico was 
amended to provide the right for women to vote and stand for 
election.  No wonder the women who remember that day think 
of it as the culmination of a long and arduous journey that had 
had majority support for years.

Suffrage in Mexico 
Continued from page 19
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hen the editor mentioned 
that March would be the 
Women's Issue, I began 
waving my arm up in the 
air like a school child with W
the right answer.  “Can I 

please write about Hillary Clinton? She's 
my hero.”  

One of the reasons Mrs. Clinton is my hero 
is because she has lived her whole life 
trying to help uplift women around the 
world.  She understands that when 
women are able to nurture their children, 
not only does the family prosper, but the community and the 
whole country.  Statistics show that when women receive 
proper medical care when pregnant, decent shelter, food, basic 
clothing and education for their children, the whole country 
thrives.   She supported this idea by writing a Grammy award 
winning book emphasizing that It Takes a Village to raise a 
successful child.  She also made a famous, bold speech in front 
of a Chinese delegation and 180 countries stating, “

As Secretary of State; she became the first former First Lady to 
serve in a president's cabinet. Clinton visited 112 countries 
during her tenure; making her the most widely traveled 
secretary of state.  Mrs. Clinton visited Mexico several times, 
but the most recent visit was in September, 2012 with a visit to 
Mexican Secretary of Foreign Relations, Patricia Espinosa.

Human 
rights are women's rights and women's rights are human 
rights, once and for all.”

Hillary Clinton By Vivien Hoyt

She was quoted as saying, “Now, our two 
countries share many other priorities, 
and one of them, empowering women 
and girls.”  Mrs. Clinton took her visit as 
a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s i g n  t h e  
Memorandum of Understanding.  This 
was an agreement between Mexico and 
the US to work together to advance 
gender equality, empower girls and 
women, promote their human rights, 
and enhance their security.

On a previous visit in January 25, 2011, 
Mrs. Clinton came to Mexico but this 
time to discuss the drug war. She 

reiterated her support for President Felipe Calderon's fight 
against drug gangs.  Mrs. Clinton praised the Mexican 
government's efforts to reform the judicial and prison systems, 
and promised to maintain U.S. aid for the fight against 
organized crime. Under a security cooperation program called 
the Merida Initiative, the U.S. is spending around $1.7billion 
on helping Mexico and Central America tackle drug-trafficking.

Mrs. Clinton has been a champion for women's rights all her 
life and her accomplishments indicate her passion.  Hopefully, 
her visits to Mexico will provide more choices for women in this 
beautiful country.  There are many fans hoping she will run for 
President of the United States in 2016, but she has made no 
promises.  Having two daughters myself, I hope they can 
celebrate a female president of the United States in their 
lifetime. 

www.mariabonitajw.com
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She and Vallarta, the now confessed leader of the Zodiacs, were 
arrested on the Cuernavaca-Mexico City Highway December 8, 
2005, detained overnight, and the next morning taken to the 
ranch just south of Mexico City where they lived. In front of the 
television media they were then re-arrested, along with two 
other conspirators, and three kidnap victims being held there 
were freed. This staged arrest was believed now to be done to 
enhance public opinion about the Federal Police, who at first 
claimed it was staged at the request of the media but later were 
proven to have fooled the media into believing it was real. 

As it turned out in the trial, regardless of the “mock arrest”, 
victims declared that Cassez was a participant in their 
mistreatment, and she was convicted of organized crime, 
kidnapping, and possession of firearms only available to the 
army. Federal police, however, have been accused of 
pressuring and manipulating witnesses, and French 
Journalist Anne Vigna, after investigating the case for a book, 
said in an interview, “We have concluded that there is no proof 
of her participation (in the kidnappings). We cannot say if she 
is innocent or not, but what we can say is that fabrication of 
evidence and manipulation of victims occurred— perpetrated 
by the police.”

Mexico has a sound constitution and very good laws already in 
place, but as it happens in developed and developing countries 
all over the world, unsound police procedure can undo the 
process. When police become frustrated, jaded and cynical, 
they tend to let proper procedure lag, or try to shortcut it. The 
result is usually one of two things; an innocent person is 
wrongly convicted, or a guilty person with good defense 
attorneys goes unpunished.

Tim Johnson, Mexico bureau chief for McClatchy Newspapers, 
rdsaid this in his blog on January 23  this year, the day of 

Cassez' release: 

“One of the wisest pronouncements today 
came from Louis Gonzalez Plascencia, head of 
the capital's Human Rights Commission. 
'We'll never know if Florence is guilty or 
innocent,' he said. Without that knowledge, 
victims say they have reason to be angry.”

A
fter seven years in prison, French citizen Florence 
Cassez has been sent back to her home country. 
The Mexican “Supreme Court of Justice” freed 

rdCassez January 23  this year after deciding that 
her constitutional rights had been violated. 

Arrested for her activities in conjunction with a criminal 
kidnapping organization called the “Zodiacs,” she had been 
tried and sentence to 76 years in prison -eventually reduced to 
60 years because of limits of the applicable laws.

“I have been cleared”, she said to the press upon arrival in 
Paris. Technically she was freed because of inconsistencies in 
procedure and questionable methods of obtaining witness 
statements after her arrest and during her trial. The victims 
and their families are frustrated and angry about this decision, 
and it appears that the majority of Mexicans feel the same. In a 
recent poll, only 10% of Mexicans polled thought she was 
innocent and should have been freed. Many say the eventual 
decision was a result of political pressures exerted at the 
highest levels, and had little to do with justice.

Florence Marie Louise Cassez Crepin, born November 17, 1974 
in Lille, France, came to Mexico in 2003 to visit and stay with 
her brother and his Mexican wife. She met Israel Vallarta the 
following year through her brother, and began a relationship 
with him. It is said by those that knew her that it was a difficult 
relationship, and had alienated many of her friends. She went 
back to France for a short time in 2005, but returned to Mexico 
when Vallarta invited her back to live with him at his ranch.

The Case of Florence Cassez
By Neal Erickson

Creating your Enviroment to Sell

Dr. Gabriel 
Oropeza Cardenas

OB/GYN  
Colposcopy
Ultrasound

Surgery
Cancer Detection

High Risk Pregnancies

Beta Centauro Bldg. A3 Apt. 3
La Crucecita, Huatulco

Tel (958) 587 2297 Cel . 958 587 8518

www.ces-mexico.com.mx


La Divina 
Providencia 2
Natural Medicines

Ocotillo #303
La Crucecita, Huatulco
(958) 106 4325

Private Tour Guide Figueroa 
Medical Laboratory 

Guamuchil Ave. 
Bldg.B3 Apt. 3 
Beta Centauro

Tel. 958 587 0417
Cel. 958 100 6155

MERIDA
             MOTORS

Tel. 958 105 1771  Cel. 958 1034700
Lote 193, Sector T, Huatulco

Plaza Madero #134
Huatulco, Oaxaca

(958) 105 1683, (958) 583 4626

OPTICA 
AYLA

Manicure and Pedicure
Acrylic Nails, Gel Polish

Plaza Madero, Huatulco
Tel. (958) 100 9998

Services 
Listings

www.posadalatermita.com
Cel:  958 589 3046

San Agustinillo, Oaxaca, Mx

Chiles&Chocolate
Wedding Services
Huatulco, Oaxaca

www.huatulco-catering.com

“I do”

SPORT  FISHING 

COME  WITH  

  THE

PIONEERS

Includes:  ,  & Drinks
Cel. 044 958 100 77 15

Snack Fruits

www.posadalatermita.com
www.laspalmashuatulco.com
http://www.huatulco-catering.com
www.huatulco-catering.com


Sisters: talk to each other, be 
connected and informed, form 
women’s circles, share your 

stories, work together, and take 
risks. Together we are 

invincible. 
– Isabel Allende

 

Gorgeous 2 bdr. Beach House
in Salchi Bay

Turn Key Opportunity
$260 000 USD 

For photos and more info:
 ritapaterson@hotmail.com 

For Sale By Owner

huatulcoprimeproperties@gmail.com

www.huatulcoprimeproperties.comLuxury Penthouse

Ocean, Beach, Marina and Mountain Views!

Private Villa suitable as Boutique hotel

 close to Chahue beach and town center

USA Tel. 512- 430 4575

Huatulco Tel. 958- 587 1828

Best Quality     Absolute Privacy       Best Value

The Eye
Real Estate Listings

Sponsored By
Remax Huatulco

2  commercial properties for sale by owner    

Great investment property  close to Chahue Beach and Marina   

Suitable for wine & deli, snacks, internet café,

 retail store, office and  show room.

USA  512 - 430 4575        Huatulco  958 - 587 1828              ukaufhold@gmail.com

Commercial 1    interior area 1540 sq.ft. / 143 m2   
plus  exterior area 1140 sq.ft. / 106 m2

Commercial 2   interior area 710 sq.ft. / 66 m2
adjacent to park and beach walk

 Beach-ocean front luxury condo 
2009 Casa Anita in Sueno del 

Mar, Chahue Beach,
 2 BR, 2 BA, completely 

furnished, ready for move in.

http://casaanita2007.com/sales.htm
call owner: 312 698-4466      

email owner: Villak@aol.com
in Huatulco:  958 587 1828      

360 degree Ocean view lot in 
Residential Conejos, prime 

location.

Spectacular villa in Arrocito, less than 5 min 
from the beach, it comes with a wonderful boat. 
The house has 4 suites,4 ½ bathrooms, an 
infinity pool and the landscaping is awesome!!!

Price $ 1,500,000 USD!
An Absolute Steal!!

CONTACT US:
TEL: (958) 587 0333 or (958) 587 0440.

contact@huatulcorealestate.com
www.huatulcorealestate.com

Amazing 2bdrms condo, large terrace 
with view to the water and park. Just 

50 steps to the beach!
Price $ 310,000,000 USD!

An Absolute Steal!!!

TEL: (958) 587 0333 or (958) 587 0440.

contact@huatulcorealestate.com

CONTACT US:

www.huatulcorealestate.com

www.huatulcoprimeproperties.com
www.remaxhuatulco.com
www.cruzdelmar.com.mx
http://www.huatulcorealestate.com
http://www.huatulcorealestate.com


Casa Orquidea Zipolite Vacation Rental.  
New beautiful vacation rental home in 

Zipolite with 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 
SKY TV, hot water, private access and 
parking, totally furnished with amazing 

views of the Pacific Ocean.  Check out our 
Facebook page Casa Orquidea Zipolite.  

Contact us at 
casaorquideazipolite@gmail.com. 

Bed & Breakfast
With spectacular ocean views
$89. - $109. USD/room/night

(011 52) 958 581 0265
www.bbaguaazul.com

CABINS 4 RENT (DAY,WEEK OR MONTH) .
IN BARRA DE LA CRUZ.

1 OR 2 BEDROOMS 
FULLY FURNISHED

www.lacremahuatulco.com
Lacremabar@hotmail.com

MENTION THIS AD & 

GET 10% OFF

 ON WEEKLY OR MONTHLY RENTALS

TEL: (958) 587 0333 or (958) 587 0440.

www.huatulcorealestate.com

contact@huatulcorealestate.com

CONTACT US:

View View View 3 levels of ocean vista, 
stairs to beach, contemporary, hip, 

turnkey. 958 100 4484

 casavolare@hotmail.com
www.casavolare.com

Selling or Renting 
your home?

Advertise in The Eye 
Real Estate Listings.

This space for 
300 pesos/ month

huatulcoeye@yahoo.com

All information regarding the Real Estate advertised herein has been provided by the individual party, the seller or their agent. The 
Eye does NOT assume any responsibility for the validity  of the information provided. The Eye is not liable for misinformation, 
typographical errors, errors of omission, misprints or other errors in these advertisements. We reserve the right to revise or reject 
any advertisement. The Eye is not a real estate broker and receives no commission upon the sale or rental of the property. 
Prospective buyers should contact a real estate agent for real estate advice and /or their lawyer for legal advice concerning the 
purchase of any properties advertised here.

www.cafejuanitamexico.com

Santa Cruz, Huatulco
Tel. 958 587 2655
Cel. 958 100 7339
Closed Mondays

www.oaxacaculinarytours.com

What do you get
 when you cross 
a chef with an 

anthropologist?

Lawyer Perla Vazquez Moctezuma

Hotel Maxico, Local #1
Santa Cruz Huatulco, Oaxaca

Mobile 958 116 7292 Telcel
Mobile 958 107 3221 Movistar

Contact us for all your
 legal needs! 

www.consultorialegalvm.com

Immigration Specialist

 

 

Tel: 958 106 6062 or 958 107 1457
Playa Panteon, Puerto Angel, Oaxaca

http://lunatours.wordpress.com/

LUNA TOURS
Beach and Snorkel

Artisanal Fishing
Full Moon Tour

Sunset Tour

Discover the Beauty & Magic 
of the Oaxacan Coast

Retreat and Relax on 90
 acres of Pristine Nature

EcoCabins, Organic Food
 and DryForest/ Orchard tours

Virgin Beach 
and  Coastside Hiking Trails

www.yiimtii.org
yiimtii@gmail.com

You are more 
powerful than 
you know; you 

are beautiful just 
as you are.
– Melissa 
Etheridge

http://www.bbaguaazul.com
www.cafejuanitamexico.com
http://www.cafejuanitamexico.com
www.oaxacaculinarytours.com
http://www.oaxacaculinarytours.com/about-us.html
www.consultorialegalvm.com
http://lunatours.wordpress.com/
www.yiimtii.org


English AA 6pm
Puerto Escondido 
Cafecito Riconada

English AA 6pm
Puerto Escondido 
Cafecito Riconada

English AA 8pm
Huatulco 
Remax Plaza, Chahue
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31

On the Riviera

Oaxaca City

Weekly Event

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

Announce your 
event for FREE

huatulcoeye@yahoo.com

State Band Concert
12:30pm Free

Zócalo- Oaxaca City

Xochimilco 
Organic Market

Etla Market

Tlacolula Market

Zaashila Market

Ocotlan Market

Xochimilco 
Organic Market

Salsa Lessons  9pm
 Dos Estrellas Cultural Center

 Zipolite
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Mixed Team
Drop In Volleyball

4 - 6 PM
Sunset Beach

Santa Cruz, Huatulco

Mixed Team
Drop In Volleyball

4 - 6 PM
Sunset Beach

Santa Cruz, Huatulco

March

Jazz 
Afro Latino 

Concert
Camino Real 

Huatulco
8pm

Theater: El Tiempo Es Oro
Railroad Museum

Calzada Madero 511 
Barrio del Exmarquesado

7pm FREE

Book Presentation: 
Viridiana Blanco Anzurez

Central Public Library
M. Alcalá & Morelos

7 pm - Free

 
Jazz in a Tropical Garden

Casa Colonial
Miguel Negrete #105

$50 pesos at the purple door
4 to 6 pm 

 
Jazz in a Tropical Garden

Casa Colonial
Miguel Negrete #105

$50 pesos at the purple door
5to 7 pm 

Every Tuesday during Lent the 
people of Xoxocotlán celebrate 
the miracle of witches bringing 
food and light during the 
building of their church. In the 
central plaza will be lit only by oil 
lamps, enjoy eating tamales and 
drinking atole. Lorena y Los 
Alebrijes will perform.

Martes Brujas
 (Witches Tuesday)

Central Plaza
Xoxocotlán

5 - 8 pm - Free

Martes Brujas
 (Witches Tuesday)

Central Plaza
Xoxocotlán

5 - 8 pm - Free

Martes Brujas
 (Witches Tuesday)

Central Plaza
Xoxocotlán

5 - 8 pm - Free

Martes Brujas
 (Witches Tuesday)

Central Plaza
Xoxocotlán

5 - 8 pm - Free

Good Samaritan Day
Businesses all over Oaxaca 

offer free fruit drinks to anyone
 who passes by. Enjoy!

Workshop: Alebrijes by 
Jacobo Ángeles

San Pablo Culturall Center

For the entire family but limited space. 
Sign up in advance 501-8800 ext. 181

 .10 to 2 pm - Free

Oaxaca Garden Club: 
Visit to La Mesita

La Mesita
San Pablo Etla

Info: aomesti[at]gmail.com
11 to 1 pm - Free

Book Presentation: 
Para que no se olviden - 

mujeres en la moviemento 
popular Oaxaca 2006

San Pablo Cultural Center
 7 pm - Free

Benito Juárez' Birthday 
Celebrated in Oaxaca

Expect schools, banks and 
businesses to be closed.

St Patrick’s Day

BASEBALL:
Guerreros 

Opening Day (vs Puebla)
Vasconcelos Stadium Good 

Friday

A huge thank you to The 
Eye advertisers and 

contributors who make 
this FREE publication 

possible.

Huatulco Beach Cleanup
Meet 7am

Parque 
Guelagetza

www.rrestateservices.com


A HOMEOWNER’S COMPANY OFFERING LIFESTYLE CHANGES

MAKEOVER SPECIALISTS WITH PROFESSIONAL DESIGN AWARENESS TO HELP 

YOU ACHIEVE SUCCESSFUL RESULTS 

STAGING & ENHANCCING YOUR HoME WITH ECONOMIC EMPHASIS ON 

OBTAINING YOUR NEEDS & GOALS AS A PRIORITY 

OFFERING COMPLEE MEXICAN IMMERSION FOR RELOCATING RETIREES

HOME PATROL SYSTEM FOR PROPERTY MANAGEMENT WITH A DIFFERENCE

“Your Creative Team”

SELECTIVE VACATION RENTALS SALE & PURCHASE ASSISTANCE

CREATING YOUR ENVIRONMENT TO SELL EFFICIENTLY AND PROFITABLY

Michael J
Mahoney

Alma
Enriquez

www.santacruzjewelry.com.mx
www.ces-mexico.com.mx


www.cosmoresidences.com
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