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David and Jackie are authorized sales 
agents for these excellent developments:

Cosmo
Pueblo Real

Real Marina Blue
Mansiones Cruz Del Mar

David and Jackie Schreiber

www.champagnehomeshuatulco.com

champagnehomeshuatulco@gmail.com
Mobile: (958) 106 8237

Office located in Plaza Chahue (beside Toppings)

BEST BUY ARROCITO

This quality built home has endless ocean views from a covered deck . There is lots of room for 
outdoor entertaining. The home comes fully furnished and there is a two car garage. Features 
3 bedrooms and 4 ½ bathrooms. Priced to sell quickly at 650,000 US Dollars. For your 
personal showing call David or Jackie. 

Spectacular fully furnished 
one bedroom condo, steps 

to the beach.  
stainless steel appliances.  
Priced for a quick sale at 

$169,900 US

 Condo in Arrocito , 
excellant views , 2 

bedroom 2 bathrooms , 
large wrap around deck 
offered at $275,000 US 
dollars Quick posesion 

possible.

Superior 3 bedroom home 
pool with a water fall , up 
scale furnishings  , priced 
to sell quickly . Has every 
thing you need and more! 
Spectacular home offered 

at $285,000 US.   

Canadians working for Canadians

Brand New condo Santa 
Cruz Canadian dollars  

accepted ,2 bedroom , 2 
bathroom , furniture 

included Ready to move 
in now for $275, 000 US

www.champagnehomeshuatulco.com
www.champagnehomeshuatulco.com
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The Eye is a monthly all-English magazine that 
is distributed throughout the state of Oaxaca. It 
can be found for FREE at hotels, restaurants 
and community hot spots.
 
Should you wish to receive copies, advertise or 
submit some writing or photography please 
send us an email. 

This magazine is made possible by the 
advertisers so please thank them when you use 
their services.
huatulcoeye@yahoo.com

 have been in awe of the paperclip for quite some 
time, an object so simple seeming but whose 
function borrows on the basics of physics and 
engineering. When tossing around ideas I have 
been known to say “Think small, remember the I

paperclip.” It is a testament to it’s perfect design that 
most of us have come to take it for granted when in 
reality, the paperclip has only been a common object 
since the late 1800’s. Before that, documents were held 
together by needles and thread. The invention, design 
and re-design of the paperclip is actually an engaging 
saga that involves scientists testing different metals, 
inventors in the industrial age coming up with machines 
to produce them and historians arguing about patents 
and a ‘who thought of it first’ race to claim title as 
‘inventor of the paperclip’. It was the  ‘Social Network’ of 
1899! Surely a film starring Leonardo DiCaprio can’t be 
far behind!

The use of the paperclip has evolved in the last hundred 
years and in 1958, paper clips were surveyed for their 
uses. Some of the results of the survey included: as 
toothpicks, fingernail and ear cleaners, fasteners for 
nylon, bras and blouses, tie clasps, chips and markers in 
games, chains and childish weapons.

The 21st century has 
seen the paperclip go 
b e y o n d  f o r m  a n d  
function and into the art 
w o r l d .  A  2 0 0 4  
documentary t it led 
“Paper Clips” followed 
e i g h t h - g r a d e r s  a t  
Whitwell Middle School 
in Tennessee who used paper clips to illustrate the sheer 
magnitude of the murder of six million Jews during the 
Holocaust. 

Italian artist Pietro D’Angelo uses paperclips to create 
his life size sculptures which depict people engaging in 
ordinary activities and the result is anything but 
ordinary! A wonderful example of the marriage between 
art and design. See photos of his work on page19.

This month we explore the world of design; from Mexico’s 
newest museums, to sustainable building to re-
examining ordinary objects through the lens of art.  
Since Andy Warhol’s soup cans, the long running debate 
in the art/ design world of what is the fundamental 
difference between the two, has been mainstream.

“If all that survives of our fatally flawed civilization 
is the humble paper clip, archaeologists from some 
galaxy far, far away may give us more credit than we 
deserve. In our vast catalog of material innovation, 
no more perfectly conceived object exists.....with it’s 
bravura loop-within-a-loop, the clip corrals the most 
chaotic paper simply by obeying Hooke’s law.”
Elegant Solutions by Owen Edwards

Artist Maria Khan says "Art is derived from our 
external and internal experiences. Art is a projection of 
what you experience, how you view the world and what 
you want to vocalize. Design on the other hand, is 
taking a problem and finding solutions for it, and art is 
merely a tool in a designers mindset.”

This issue we explore not only design, but what 
happens when great design becomes art. As always,  
we hope to inspire you... perhaps even to reexamine 
everyday objects through the lens of creativity. 

See  you next month,

Editor: Jane Bauer
Copy Editor: Deborah Van Hoewyk

Writers:  Marcia Chaiken, Jan Chaiken, Randy 
Clearwater, Julie Etra, Brooke Gazer, Carminia 

Magaña, Carole Reedy,  Alvin Starkman,  Dardan 
Surring, Deborah Van Hoewyk, Kary Vannice
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Contact us to book your day tour:
Office in Santa Cruz
Tel: 958 587 0871

6 hour Botanical Garden Tour; 60 varieties of 
exotic flowers and tropical fruits from Asia to 
Central America, Swim in the Magdalena 
River.
Includes: Transportation, guide, breakfast 
and lunch with home grown organic juices 
and fruits.

2012-2013

www.hagiasofia.mx

Botanical Park

hen we built our villa 14 years ago, the local 
furnishing options were limited and finding 
seating for our common room presented a 
particular challenge. Like many homes on the WOaxacan coast, ours was built to enjoy an 

“indoor/outdoor” lifestyle with our common room open on the 
ocean-facing side.  May to October is our “rainy season” but in 
this semi-arid region, we only get about 35 days with rain.  
During a downpour the palapa roof keeps us dry but in a storm 
the wind can drive it in off the sea at a 90 degree angle.  Most 
storms occur in the wee hours of the morning, so unless we 
were prepared to run around at three AM plucking up 
cushions, we required an alternative that was both 
comfortable and able to withstand the elements. The solution 
was found in Santa Catarina de Mechoacán.  

Located just this side of Pinotepa National, about a four and a 
half hour drive north of Huatulco, Mechoacán is a traditional 
Mixtec village.  A few women here still dress in the time-
honored purple sarong, dyed with the extract of sea snails and 
wear only a white rebozo on top.  This is the home of Santiago 
Garcia Labastida who makes furniture of woven palm. He 
learned his craft 27 years ago and now he has several 
apprentices working under him.  This furniture is more 
common in the state of Guerrero but to my knowledge 
Mechoacán is the only place on the Oaxacan coast where you 
can find it.  

Nothing lasts forever especially in this climate, and when it 
came time to replace the chairs we weighed our alternatives.   
Today there are several choices including some very 
sophisticated rattan furniture imported from Asia.  Since our 
home is a B&B, it is often someone's first foray into Mexico so 
we have tried to use handmade Mexican products wherever 
possible.  Having evaluated our options we still preferred the 
rustic look and feel of the original chairs which complement the 
palm thatch roof. Another long excursion to the little village 
was in order.  

O n c e  w e  a r r i v e d ,  
Santiago's “workshop” was 
easy to find since everyone 
in the village knows him.  
The limited space in the 
front of his house means 
that he rarely keeps a lot of 
stock on hand. I needed 
twelve chairs and we were 
lucky to have found four.  

After a long discussion and 
several offers to partake in 
mescal from a 2 liter 
plastic coke bottle, our 
host said it was apparent 
that we did not need new 
chairs; the old ones could 
be re-woven.  The wooden 
base of these chairs is 
made of a sturdy tropical hardwood and ours were still in 
excellent condition.  We agreed that Santiago would bring the 
“palma real” to Huatulco and re-weave the chairs on site if I 
housed him and his 3 helpers for a couple of nights.  

As promised, he arrived a 
week later.  For three days 
Santiago and his three 
apprentices began work 
each morning before 7am 
and continued past eight in 
the evening, stopping only 
briefly for meals. I provided 
a large palapa covered patio 
to work and they were so 
quiet I hardly knew they 
were there. I had given them 
two guest rooms to sleep in 
but when they left I was 
shocked to discover that 

they had slept on the bare floor; without even a sheet or pillow 
off the bed.  After two coats of lacquer the chairs look as good as 
new with the added benefit of having saved a tree.  

If you want this style of furniture you can contact Santiago by 
phone in Santa Catarina Mechoacán at “Carpintería El 
Pajarito”.  Tel:  954- 508-3051,  Cell:044- 954- 134- 4215. 
With luck he may deliver to your door, but then you would miss 
the cultural experience of a trip to his village.   

Brooke Gazer operates a B&B in Huatulco “Agua Azul la Villa” 

  www.bbaguaazul.com

Woven Palm Chairs

By Brooke Gazer

www.hagiasofia.mx
http://www.champagnehomeshuatulco.com
http://www.bbaguaazul.com
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www.oaxacabedandbreakfast.org

Mention this ad for a 10% discount on your stay.
Some restrictions apply.

Lawyer Perla Vazquez Moctezuma

Hotel Maxico, Local #1
Santa Cruz Huatulco, Oaxaca

Mobile 958 116 7292 Telcel
Mobile 958 107 3221 Movistar

Contact us for all your
 legal needs! 

www.consultorialegalvm.com

Immigration Specialist

s a consequence of the innovative thinking of Kurt 
Schwitters, Pablo Picasso, Marcel Duchamp, 

thRobert Rauschenberg and others, the 20  century 
bore witness to the concept of found object as visual 
art becoming a mainstream European and A

American medium of artistic expression.  In Oaxaca, itself 
known for cutting edge art, found object has received attention 
over the past 20 years. Take for example the masterful works of 
Damién Flores, the collages produced by Rodolfo Morales 
during the final years of his life, and young Mixteco artist 
Manuel Reyes' use of archaeological pieces as well as local 
sands and soils as aids in expressing the strong sense of 
indigeneity he seeks to impart through art. 

Oaxaca's 16 ethno-linguistic groups, the diversity of its 
landscapes and climatic regions, and its rich human history 
provide a diverse, ultra – rich proving ground.   Within it, 
visiting and resident artists, tourists with a bent towards 
antiques and collectibles, and both expat and native born 
Oaxacans who are inclined to think out-of-the-box, can readily 
encounter found objects to incorporate into their aesthetic 
lives. 

C o n t e m p o r a r y  
Manifestations of Found 
Object as Visual Art
A found object within the 
context of visual art is the 
aesthetic use of an object, 
man – made or otherwise, 
which has not been created  
predominantly for that 
purpose.  It can be a 
toaster, a shoe, a car part, a 
b e a d e d  j a c k e t ,  a  
newspaper, a simple tool or 
farm implement, a leaf or 
stone, a wrestler's mask, a 
clump of clay, or a Coke bottle. 
One can designate three broad categories of found object which 
are then transformed into the realm of art:

An object encountered by chance or sought out by design, for 
the purpose of using it essentially “as found,” to enhance the 
aesthetic environment of a home, an office, a store or other 
workplace environment, or a landscape. Of course it can be a 
featured artwork in an exposition (e.g.Duchamp's seminal 
display of a ceramic urinal in 1917) which eventually finds its 
way into one of the three foregoing contextual environments or 
as a permanent gallery exhibit.

An object or objects encountered by chance or sought out by 
design, and incorporated into a traditional piece of art such as 
an oil or watercolor, for the purpose of enhancing its overall 
aesthetics, or the imagery its author seeks to impart, or both 
(e.g. Manuel Reyes' use of potsherds).

Objects usually sought out by design for the purpose of 
employing them to create a specific art form, which may or may 
not include a utilitarian function (i.e. rusted horse shoes made 
into a wine rack or polished old metal car parts fashioned into a 
twirling ballerina).

Found Objects in 
Oaxaca for the Expat 
and Tourist Alike
Artists resident in 
Oaxaca should have 
no difficulty advancing 
the  b read th  and  
quality of their works 
within the realm of the 
last two categories 
noted above.  They 
already have a trained 
eye  and  a  m ind  
yearning to grow in different directions with a view to keeping 
the art fresh, both on a personal level and for the benefit of 
public consumption. It's the availability of the broadest 
selection of Oaxacan material culture, objects which can be 
used “as found,” which should attract the attention of 
non–artist expats and tourists.  The case can be made within 
the following parameters:

Middle and upper classes more so than lower classes have an 
eye for a different and often broader continuum of objects 
which they deem aesthetically pleasing. There is a much larger 
per capita middle and upper class in the United States and 
Canada, than in Oaxaca, of which a significant segment of the 
former is inclined to visit Oaxaca. 

Found Objects as Visual Art: 
Observations & Application in Oaxaca

Alvin Starkman, M.A., J.D.

www.oaxacabedandbreakfast.org
www.consultorialegalvm.com
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Alexandra Hallat Nieto

Rio Coatzalcos

Sector J, Huatulco

Cel. 958 100 3422

Tel. 958 587 1821

Ch k late

American style cakes, pies, cookies 
and brownies, cheesecakes, carrot 

cake, cupcakes, baguettes and coffee.

Pacific Language Services
English & Spanish Classes/ Translation Services

Intensive courses with flexible hours, 
beginning  and advanced levels, Survival 

Spanish for Travelers.
Professional  Certified Teacher with 15 years of experience.

Bahias de Huatulco, Oaxaca 958 100 3972

email: paclangservices@gmail.com

It's relatively difficult for members of those same two classes in 
Oaxaca, having grown up surrounded by and conditioned to 
ignore much of their day – to – day material culture (indigenous 
or otherwise), to appreciate non-utilitarian value; they are 
accordingly less interested in its acquisition.
Based on the foregoing, as compared with the American and 
Canadian phenomenon over the past several decades, found 
objects in Oaxaca have to only a minor extent become deemed 
collectible.

The Transformation from Found Object to Collectible
When an object becomes a collectible, its acquisition price 
tends to increase exponentially.  The first time an American 
saw a discarded or stored pine foundry form, he probably 
picked it up for free or at a nominal charge (perhaps its value as 
firewood).  After he took it home, and then cleaned and oiled it 
and put it on the wall in his den, he began using the found 
object as art; a piece of wood used to fabricate industrial metal, 
now adorning an upscale contemporary household.

Foundry forms became collectibles, offered for sale in antique 
stores and interior design galleries.  Much in the same vein, old 
working wooden duck decoys have been transformed from 
utilitarian hunting paraphernalia into thousand dollar (and 
indeed much more) adornments of fireplace mantels;  and 
wooden tongue and groove Canadian Butter and Southern 
Comfort boxes initially used to transport product from 
manufacturer to market, have become aesthetically pleasing 
receptacles to store kindling for those fireplaces. 

These days one rarely picks up a foundry form, a decoy or an 
old wooden advertising box “for a song,” because each has been 
transformed into a class of collectible.  In Canada and the 
United States, and it is suggested throughout most of the 
Western World, a solitary found object as visual art is virtually 
non – existent outside of the context of being offered for sale as 
art, folk art or otherwise for interior design purposes.  

On the other hand, objects found for the purpose of either 
incorporating them into a traditional art form (newspaper 
comic clippings, potsherds, shoe laces) or fabricating a piece 
of art using only that class of object (the car part ballerina), 
will be easily encountered for generations to come, bought 
outright based on non – aesthetic value, scrounged on the 
street, or found in a junk yard and purchased by the pound.

Found Objects in Oaxaca Still in Abundance for 
Aficionados of Art & Aesthetics
Insofar as Oaxaca remains a developing state, with a 
middle/upper class contingent as previously described 
(small, generally unconditioned to appreciate a certain level 
of aesthetics), its realm of collectibles has not reached the 
level one encounters abroad.  This provides interesting 
buying opportunities for visitors to Oaxaca. 

Although in each of the three or so Oaxaca antique stores one 
does encounter found objects, these particular objets d'art 
have been transformed into collectibles in some cases only 
over the past couple of decades (stone metates or grinding 
stones, well worn ritual masks, pine votive candle holders, 
chango mezcalero clay painted mezcal bottles, etc.).  
However, by getting out of the city and knocking on villagers' 
doors, and even simply walking along dusty roads, visitors 
can still stumble upon a treasure trove of found objects 
which when brought home, with proper placement and 
juxtaposition are easily transformed into visual art. 

Of course residents of Oaxaca are not restricted in the size or 
weight of what they choose to transform, nor by customs and 
immigration rules.  Hence, one might find in their homes, 
now as art, an old rusted iron plough adorning a well 
landscaped garden; or a pine mule saddle riddled with tiny 
holes evidencing a period of insect infestation, now gracing 
an interior wall of a new home, draped with colored twine and 
worn leather parts, all as originally found in a campesino's 
shed. 

Indeed the traveler on a brief visit to Oaxaca can also return 
home with a bounty of found object art. That small, well worn 
wooden saddle is a found object which today complements 
the aesthetics of my own Oaxacan home.  

Opportunities abound to find found objects, manageable for 
export, to transform into art, simply by exploring villages 
throughout Oaxaca.  Examples?  Just keep a keen eye, and 
remember to think out-of-the-box. 

Alvin Starkman operates Casa Machaya Oaxaca Bed & 
Breakfast with his wife Arlene.  Alvin writes about life and 
cultural traditions in Oaxaca.  He takes both Mexicans and 
visitors to the country into the hinterland to learn about the 
culture of mezcal and pre-Hispanic fermented beverages such 

as pulque ( ).  http://www.oaxaca-mezcal.com

ARGENTINIAN GRILL

Specializing in 
Argentinian Grilled 

Steak, House-Made 
Empanadas and 

Salads.

Cel: 958 109 5958

Bugambilia  and Acacia 
(next to the Mirador apts.)

We Deliver 

http://www.oaxaca-mezcal.com
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We readers take equal joy anticipating books by our favorite authors and discovering new writers. To whet your appetite, here's 
a sneak preview of what's to come in 2014, just a few that caught our eye. As the year progresses, we'll keep you updated and 
discuss more new books by young, upcoming writers as well as our old favorites.   HAPPY READING IN 2014!

SPRING 
Frog Music by Emma Donoghue    
Author of the best-seller Room and the 
delightful book of short stories based on 
old newspaper clippings, Astray, her 
newest book is a story of intrigue and 
murder that takes place in 19th century 
San Francisco. 

The Blazing World by Siri Hustvedt    
An accomplished author herself, 
Hustvedt is often better-known as the 
wife of the famous novelist, screen-play 
writer, poet, and translator Paul Auster. 
Many of you will remember her well regarded What I Loved.  
Again in her latest book she tackles the theme of art and 
identity. A note for Auster fans: he's just published another 
memoir, Report from the Interior, which explores his 
psychological development from childhood to early adulthood.  

Carthage by Joyce Carol Oates   Fans of 
this 75-year-old literary genius may have 
trouble keeping up with her output. Oates 
publishes at least one very hefty book per 
year. Many of us have followed her since the 
70s, when she started her writing journey 
with such marvels as Expensive People, 
Them, and Wonderland, through her gothic 
period, and to the present with Mudwoman.  
Her books are emotionally charged without 
sentimentality. 

A Broken Hallelujah: Rock and Roll, 
Redemption, and the Life of 
Leonard Cohen by Liel Leibovitz    
Insight and understanding into the life 
of the enigmatic poet and songwriter. 

Valerie Solanas, by Breanne Fahs    
Biography of the woman who shot 
Andy Warhol and the writer of SCUM 
Manifesto.

The Road to Middlemarch by 
Rebecca Mead    Known for her New 
Yorker pieces, Mead's new nonfiction 
book revisits George Eliot's 19th-

century classic. 

The Last Illusion by Porochista 
Khakpour  From Iran to New York City, 
the story of a boy who suffers years of 
torture and thinks he is a bird.   Previews 
of this book claim it is unforgettable.

SUMMER 
Mr. Mercedes by Stephen King    This is his 
first hard-boiled detective novel, about an 
insane killer and a retired cop.  We know 
King for his scary books such as The Shining, 
Cujo, Carrie, and the grand tome, The Stand.   
His recent novel about the JFK assassination 
was a huge success internationally. This one 
sounds like great beach reading for yourr 
vacation. 

Evil Eye by Joyce Carol Oates   Yet another 
selection by this prolific author of 100 books (40 
of them novels).  This one is four novellas about 
love. 

The Zone of Interest by Martin Amis    Son of 
British icon Kingsley Amis, Martin has made 
his own success as a novelist.  His newest work 
is a different and interesting take on the 
Holocaust. 

The Moth    Here's an interesting 
concept: A nonprofit organization has 
published real stories by ordinary people 
as well as some of our favorite famous 
writers, such as Malcolm Gladwell, 
Sebastian Junger,  and Nathan 
Englander. 

Mr Bones by Paul 
Theroux     Prolific story-teller Theroux gives 
us yet another collection of his genius.

FALL  
C o l o r l e s s  T s u k u r u  
Tazaki and His Years of 
Pilgrimage by Haruki 
Murakami     This novel, 
about a man who seeks out 

the friends who have abandoned him, is a 
huge hit in Japan, as are all of Murakami's 
books.  It follows on the coattails of his 
recent success IQ84.  Murakami is one of 
the most influential Japanese writers of 
our time. 

WINTER 
Frog by Mo Yan   Chinese novelist and 2012 Nobel Prize 
winner gives us an insight into China's one-child policy.

Visitants by Dave Eggers   Known for his stirring and 
sometimes disturbing books, including Hologram for a King, 
The Circle, and A Heartbreaking Work of Staggering Genius, this 
latest is a nonfiction read about travel. 

Eagerly Awaiting 2014's New Books
By Carole Reedy

“Pleasure is first found in anticipation…”  Julian Barnes 
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Bugambilia Street
Between Ocotillo and Macuil

Cel. 044 958 107 4961
Closed Sundays

Delicious 
Pizza 
by the 
Slice!

1

RESTAURANT-GRILL

THE PLACE TO BE

RESERVATIONS 587 1157
French & International Cuisine

Open From 1pm To 10 pm Closed Sunday
Located in front of the Binniguenda Hotel

Santa Cruz, Huatulco

Punta Arrocito
Luxury Oceanfront Condos

100 % complete; only 6 left
www.puntaarrocito.com
clearsand@sasktel.net

# 958-585 8940

shantiespacio@yahoo.com
www.puntaarrocito.com
www.laspalmashuatulco.com
www.laspalmashuatulco.com
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Yoga Classes
Wednesday and Friday

8am-9am
Teatro Santa Cruz

All Welcome
Cost: By Donation

fter 25 years of cultivating and planting, a new 

nursery has evolved on the pristine beach of 

Mermejita, Mazunte you will encounter a family-

run venture that raises organic tropical plants Aand herbs. 

Hand-dug wells and a simple Pacific coast palapa were 

constructed when they first began. Now, it is a true tropical 

paradise full of life, featuring thousands of plants and wildlife. 

Gardening is the first art form to mankind.  When you combine 

plants, stones or an old tree trunk together, magic can happen. 

The design of the garden began in 1988 when the first stones 

and pathways were laid out. Soon to follow were the palms, 

citrus trees and vegetables. The planting continues on to this 

present day. 

Coming from families of farmers, their destiny was to bring life 

to the once desert arid area. Daily watering, planting and 

composting nurtures and keeps the grounds fresh and 

healthy. The nursery offers a wide variety of herbs, palms, 

cactus, flowers, etc. Home grown salsas and marmalades are 

bottled right on the farm.  Enjoy a fresh juice or a cold beer 

from the garden center shop. Gorgeous clay pots from different 

regions of Oaxaca and handmade garden furniture highlight 

the oasis. It is a great thing to support the craftsmen of Oaxaca, 

the farmers, potters and artists.

The garden operates under two very important principles: the 

first being the use of 100% organic practices in the production 

of the herbs, vegetables and plants grown. No pesticides or 

fertilizers are used or have touched the ground. The second 

operational characteristic of the farm is the use of solar energy, 

for  operating  all of the farming processes.

At the Botanic Garden, in addition to enjoying a stroll through 

the garden or sitting in the shade with your refreshment you 

can reserve one of the cabins. A place totally removed from the 

urban bustle with gorgeous sunsets and pure air, the cabins 

are solar powered and have king size beds with private bath. 

During your stay you can book a swim with the turtles or a 

fishing tour. The famous Punta Cometa (comet point) is right in 

front of the farm, a great hike and incredible sightseeing.

The Botanic Garden is located 1 km from the National Turtle 

Center of Mazunte. A great walk from town, or taxis are readily 

available.

The garden hours of operation are Wednesday through 

Sunday, from 9 am to 5 pm. 

The garden awaits you!

As you pass through the gates of the 

garden, it has a dream like feel about it.

www.tropicalgardenmexico.com
info@tropicalgardenmexico.com

Mazunte’s Tropical Nursery
By Wes Chowaniec

Oaxaca’s Best Mezcal
Now Available in Huatulco!

Available at café juanita
santa cruz, huatulco

come in for a free taste!

The Jimenez family uses traditional and magical methods to 
make their incredible mezcal; cultivating each plant for 10 
years, cooking the heart of the plant in wood ovens for several 
days and using a horse drawn stone wheel before fermenting it 
in oak barrels. Salud!

http://www.tropicalgardenmexico.com
mailto:info@tropicalgardenmexico.com
www.tropicalgardenmexico.com
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Putting Mexico City On The Map: 
Contemporary Art Among The Ruins

By Carole Reedy

hen most tourists ponder a visit to this grand 
city, they envision spending their days 
wandering pyramids and castles, viewing pre-
Colombian artifacts in museums, and roaming 
cobblestone streets in search of the Frida W
Kahlo and Diego Rivera domiciles.  In fact, 

most visitors to DF focus on the past rather than exploring the 
contemporary cultural scene, as they might in London or Paris. 

But Eugenio Lopez Alonso, 
Jr, is changing that image of 
Mexico City. Last November, 
he opened his Museo Jumex, 
located kitty-corner from 
another new museum that's 
getting much hype in the 
city, Museo Soumaya (owned 
by Carlos Slim, the world's 
r i ches t  man ) .   Bo th  
museums are located in the swank Polanco area and stand in 
striking contrast to the older parts of the city, just a few miles 
away. But in fact, the entire area is being renovated into a fresh 
cultural scene.   

A d j a c e n t  t o  
Museo Soumaya 
i s  the  Teat ro  
Telcel, a modern, 
c o m f o r t a b l e  
theater that is 
c u r r e n t l y  
s h o w i n g  t h e  
Broadway  h i t  
musical Wicked.  

Every seat is a good one, and unlike many older theaters 
there's ample leg room between aisles, excellent acoustics, and 
an airy feel. You'll leave the theater feeling refreshed, not 
cramped and crabby. 

Meanwhile, back to the Museo Jumex. 
Billionaire founder Alonso is the sole 
heir of Mexico's largest juice company, 
Grupo Jumex, and is known for his 
contemporary art collection, rumored 
to be the largest in Latin America.  The 
building, designed by British architect 
David Chipperfield, is simple and 
bright with five floors of sky-lighted 
rooms filled with a permanent 
col lect ion as wel l  as special  
exhibitions. 

“Fun and diverse,” in the words of 
recent visitors, is perhaps the best way 
to describe this new space for art. From works by Andy Warhol 
and Jasper Johns to a complete retrospective of James Lee 
Byars (entitled “1/2 An Autobiography”), you'll hardly catch 
your breath among the diverse styles, colors, and subjects of 
these contemporary artists. And you won't win the billiard 
game here either. Yes, visitors are invited to take a cue and play 
with the suspended balls in an exhibit created by Orozco. There 
are no holes in the table, but all this ensures you'll leave the 
museum happy and exhilarated.

Museo Jumex hours: Tuesdays 
through Sundays 11 am to 8 
pm. 
Museo Soumaya is open every 
day of the year from 10:30 am to 
6:30 pm. This museum is free to 
everyone.   Both are located in 
the Plaza Carso, Polanco.  

The newly renovated Museo 
Tamayo reopened about a year 
ago and is already being acclaimed as a museum worthy of 
international stature.  It will be known not only as a showcase 
for works of art and exhibitions, but for the educational 
opportunities it provides.  Its new restaurant with outstanding 
view, airy outdoor spaces, and a new store. Architect Teodoro 
González de León spearheaded the expansion and remodeling 
project, which he created originally with Abraham 
Zabludowsky. There is no question that this is a 21st century 
museum.
Museo Tamayo hours: Tuesdays through Fridays 10 am to 6 
pm.  The museum is located on Paseo de la Reforma and is part 
of Chapultepec Park. It sits across from the lovely Museo de 
Arte Moderno, close to the Diana statue. 

The Alameda:  Right next to the marble wonder Bellas Artes 
(which itself was renovated just a few years ago), the park 
known as Alameda has undergone a complete change.  It's now 
brighter and airier, the old sickly trees removed and a fresh 
emphasis on fountains and flowers. These days more children 
are found playing here in the stylish new fountains, especially 
on hot days. Other features include more park benches for 
resting after a full day of sightseeing in Centro Historico, the 
park is now more conducive for visiting with friends, reading, 
or just people-watching.  With the gloomy, tree-covered area 
filled with hawkers and vendors eliminated, more visitors and 
residents alike are taking advantage of this respite from the 
traffic and hustle-bustle of the city.

In past years, my visitors from the North have asked to visit the 
Templo Mayor (the Aztec temple in the Zócalo), the canals of 
Xochimilco, and Trotsky's house (Frida's too) in Coyoacan.  
But this year when asked what sights they wanted to see while 
visiting Mexico City for a few short days, the response has been 
“Oh, that new Jumex Museum and the Slim one too.” 

www.ecoyspa.com
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exico City is one of the most stimulating cities in 
the world for exploring architecture and design 
-- readily accessible to the visitor, in every 
meaning of the word.  While many cities are Mfamed for their magnificent monuments and 

buildings, many impose numerous hands-off limitations.  
Mexico City landmarks are much more likely to invite residents 
and visitors to use every sense, including tactile discovery, to 
become familiar with design and architecture.  The recently 
renovated Museo Tamayo, in Chapultepec Park, is one sterling 
example.

Originally intended as the first museum of modern art in 
Mexico City, based primarily on acquiring the collection of the 
famed Oaxacan artist Rufino Tamayo and his wife Olga, the 
building's design was commissioned in 1972 to architects 
Teodoro González de León y Abraham Zabludovsky.  The 
architects took seven years to plan a building that integrated 
contemporary design and elements of indigenous architecture, 
while providing intimate spaces for curation, both inside and 
outside, harmonizing with Chapultepec Park.  When the 
building opened in 1981, the museum met with international 
critical acclaim, and the architects won major design awards.

Over the years, the museum enlarged its permanent collection, 
developed an outstanding educational program, and began 
serving as a venue for temporary exhibits of cutting-edge art.  
Thirty years after it opened, a pressing need for more space was 
addressed.  One of the original architects, de León, was asked 
to design an addition and renovation that would preserve the 
characteristics of the much loved building and provide 40% 
more programmatic space.  An emphasis was placed on having 
the most unobtrusive and modern approaches to accessibility 
to the exhibits and educational programs.  The museum was 
closed for two years and reopened in August 2013.

As long-time visitors to the museum, we were curious about 
the effect the changes might have on the experience of enjoying 
both the art and the building.  We can tell you that our latest 
visit, at the end of December 2013, was even better than in the 
past.

Accessibility of the art was made apparent to us even as our 
taxi entered the small parking lot.  Jan had limited post-
surgical mobility and was using crutches.  The parking lot 
attendant guided us to a spot among trees as close to the 
museum as possible and pointed out the shortest and most 
level approach to the entrance.  A wide ramp of unusually 
helpful composition provided access to the entrance doors.   
Visually-pleasing ramps had been incorporated in the interior 
design – if you don't need them you won't even notice they are 
there.   Much to the delight of parents with toddlers or little 
ones in strollers, everyone could move independently from 
space to space.

Some of the children never wanted to leave the first exhibit – a 
GRAV (Groupe de Recherche d'Art Visuel)  display of kinetic art 
that invites visitors to participate in changing the shapes and 
configurations.  One of the GRAV elements is a series of 
horizontal square boards on springs a few feet off the floor.  
Children and adults vigorously bouncing up and down and 
laughing with joy just seemed to be an integral part of the 
display.  

Accessible Architecture and Design
By Marcia Chaiken and Jan Chaiken
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Calle Mitla, Santa Cruz
(in front of Ocean Park Condos)

Tel (958) 105 17 64

Open 8am to 10 pm

Our primary target exhibit in December was “Public 
Transaction” by Rita McBride, an internationally known artist 
whose works are greatly influenced by the architecture of Le 
Corbusier.  Corbusier was largely responsible for initiating the 

th“Purism” movement in the first half of the 20  century.  Clean 
lines and poured concrete were characteristic of his buildings, 
and his design turned functional objects such as chairs into 
distinctive sculpture.  

McBride essentially stands Corbusier on his head.  She 
transforms functional design into nonutilitarian sculpture, 
also emphasizing clean lines.  The effect is mind-boggling.  
Although her sculpture retains the shape of everyday objects 
and buildings that are immediately recognizable as 
representing their functional form, the viewer quite rapidly 
notices that the form has been retained but function is 
impossible.  A sedan car constructed from rattan with side 
“mirrors” represented by rattan baskets provides an 
introduction to the exhibit.  A “ficus tree” set in the middle of 
nowhere is actually green cut glass that wanders off as if 
growing up the wall.  McBride herself, in an interview in 
Budapest when her work was displayed there, said she is being 
flippant about the profusion of potted plants in TV interview 
studios, product catalogues, and restaurants and bars.  She is 
asking: you cannot have a respectable art exhibit without a 
ficus tree?

A number of “parking structures” of different sizes evoke peals 
of laughter from viewers, since the ramps go to various levels 
where any vehicle would simply drift off into empty space – 
there aren't any workable parking spaces that would keep the 
cars in place.  Brightly colored “air ducts” hang suspended 
above visitors' heads connected to – aha – nothing.  

Two of our favorites were “Servants and Slaves” and “Arena”.  
The former consisted of three box-like structures that had the 
form of ATM or vending machines but totally lacked any 
screens, slots, or other realistic ornamentation.  You know 
immediately what it is, but it isn't.  The latter was a structure 
filling an entire room.  It seemed to be stadium bleacher seats, 
but there was no realistic way to take a seat or watch a sports 
event or entertainment.  The proportions were totally 
unrealistic...   the lowest seats were too high to climb up to 
them; moreover, there were no seat backs.  If people sat in the 
row above, their feet would be in your hair or resting on your 
shoulders or in your lap.  Since you are looking at empty rows 
of seats, it is at first difficult to figure out what exactly is wrong 
with the design.  Her Hungarian interviewer summarized the 
experience by saying, “There is something about being 
disoriented that is challenging.”

The McBride exhibition presented a doorway to considering the 
design of objects we see and use every day.  Adjacent is a 
“sculpture” of wood by Tatiana Bilbao that is actually as large 
as a building.  Partly it is inside the Tamayo Museum, but the 
viewer is led outside the museum, still inside the wooden 
sculpture.  The exhibit includes various completed and 
incomplete architectural elements that the visitor can wander 
through, touch, or climb on.  Indeed, the promotional 
photographs show children in the upper reaches of the Bilbao 
work-- how did they get there? The museum also provides the 
platform for a series of activities planned by the artists and 
curators, Julieta Gonzalez and Magnolia de la Garza.  The 
activities are also hands-on projects that increase access to 
understanding architecture and design.

The current exhibition will end on April 13, 2014.  You can be 
sure that even if you visit the Tamayo Museum after that date, 
you will find other opportunities for greater understanding and 
enjoyment of art, architecture and design.

Marcia and Jan Chaiken live 6 months a year in Bahia 
Chahué.  In December they had a sudden personal 
appreciation of buildings with high-quality access for 
persons with disabilities.

www.huatulco-catering.com

“Great instruction, delicious food 
and wonderful hosts!”

“Chiles&Chocolate is a MUST-DO!”
“You don't have to be a 'foodie'

 to enjoy this experience.”
“Best Day of our Trip through 

Panama Canal!”

Tel. 958 587 2655     
Cel. 958 100 7339

chiles.chocolate@yahoo.com

Chiles&Chocolate
Cooking Classes
Huatulco, Oaxaca
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 “Only in Mexico” They Say

t came out of the 

blue, mentioned 

by one of our 

friends at Condos IPacifico. Mexican 

wrestling was coming to 

Huatulco Saturday 

night and he was 

putting together a gang 

to attend. First, it 

conjured up images of burly men in masks, resembling Marvel 

superheroes and other weird stuff. It also brought to mind 

actor Jack Black's movie “Nacho Libre”, where he secretly 

poses as a Mexican wrestler to save an orphanage. 

Back to the proposition. We spread the word, got some strange, 

quizzical, negative looks, and came up with four brave souls 

(including me) to venture forth at 5:30 p.m. Not surprisingly, 

all men.

The bouts were held at Casa Reyes, behind Soriana, in an open 

air venue on a huge cement pad. The ring was hastily thrown 

up with a multitude of white plastic chairs surrounding it. We 

arrived by cab just in time to pay our 75 peso entrance fee, get 

front row seats and locate both the beer vendor and the 

bathrooms, extremely important to us macho men. We thought 

it would be sparsely attended, but there were about 300 people 

milling around.

Once we were fully loaded with mucho cervezas and settled into 

our chairs under the stars, the first bout was announced. 

Surprisingly, a woman (dressed in one of those famous masks) 

was introduced, followed by a similarly dressed man. Cool, we 

thought, tag team time, but were shocked to see they were 

opponents.

Now I have to say, the wrestling 

ability and acting ability were 

significantly absent. I don't know 

what we expected, but this 

wasn't even close. However, it 

was so over the top and poorly 

orchestrated, it was hilarious. 

We started laughing and didn't 

stop for 4 1/2 hours. Bout after 

bout, the wrestling improved 

sl ightly while the acting 

deteriorated. At times the 

wrestlers stopped mid-bout to 

pose for pictures with the fans, 

then back to business.

To our dismay, (and to be honest, a little concern) these  

athletes would be thrown out of the ring onto unpadded, bare 

concrete, where the battle continued amongst the fans, 

throwing chairs, posing again, and overall, putting on one of 

the most enjoyable evenings I have spent in Huatulco in a long 

time. I know, I know, I can be easily entertained. Apparently, so 

can a lot of other people.

During the last confrontation, a true-tag-team all male bout, it 

got more interesting. One of the combatants, in the heat of 

battle, opened a forehead cut that poured blood down his face. 

The blood however, looked a lot like strawberry jam, thinned 

with ketchup. The kids (who get in for free by the way), have 

their favorites and hate the bad guys with a passion. I have 

never seen an event before where yelling, screaming, throwing 

popcorn and paper cups into the ring, hoping beyond hope to 

influence the outcome, was normal, acceptable behavior.

The referees were in on 

the acting, holding the 

good guys arms so the 

bad guys could control 

the action. Somehow, 

the heroes always came 

out on top. There was  

one who soared from the 

top rope of the ring, 

flattening his opponent 

into one of our unsuspecting group. Then, shattering his chair 

and giving him a rear end bruise he never felt or saw until days 

later. Fortunately, that was the only incident involving us, and 

it wasn't serious, just funny. When we realized we had been 

caught up in the action, standing up and yelling as well, we 

also noticed the crowd had embraced us four crazy Canadians 

and we were all laughing together.

For those who are professional wresting aficionados, all 

matches were 2 out of 3 falls. Yes, the masked lady beat the 

man in the first bout. All the matches were choreographed 

identically; good guys win the first fall, bad guys the next, and 

the heroes triumph in the end. Predictable, but still strangely 

entertaining. Apparently, this spectacle only happens once a 

year or so. We were fortunate to be present at this one, and it 

will be talked about for years to come. Those who passed on 

joining us, missed a really fun evening. 

Even if we go to another in the future, it won't be the same. We 

will know what to expect, and the enjoyment level will be 

lessened, unless we drag along new uninitiated skeptical 

persons, who will watch as we did, and laugh their heads off.

I can't wait!

By Dardan Surring
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oogle “sustainable design” and the first 'hit' you 
get is from Wikipedia. Not a bad place to start, if 
you are unfamiliar with this new emerging school 
of thought. G

Wikipedia defines sustainable design as, “the philosophy of 
designing physical objects, the built environment, and services 
to comply with the principles of social, economic, and ecological 
sustainability”. 

With the aim of sustainable design being to work in harmony 
with nature, utilize renewable resources, and shift or shape 
social behavior, we living here on the coast of Oaxaca, don't 
have to look very far to see that this 'emerging' way of thinking 
is actually just a new take on an old way of life.

Maya and Aztec people were 
masters of sustainable design, 
having no other choice but to 
construct their lives out of the 
offerings of Mother Nature. Cities 
were built from carved stone or 
mud. Buildings were covered with 
thatched roofs, each palm being 
placed with the anticipation of 
how it would shed the rain, shade 
the sun and withstand the wind. Years of careful observation of 
the local climatic conditions went into the planning and 
construction of each structure; synchronization with natural 
cycles was essential. 

The industrial revolution and inventions like steel, cement, 
and plastics meant humans no longer had to understand the 
environment in which they to build and develop. These, 
seemingly, 'stronger-than-nature' materials have allowed 
societies to build wherever and whatever they want, but at 
what price?

Production of modern building materials requires natural 
resources that must be mined, transported and then, 
manufactured. All of which cause some form of pollution. 
Perhaps, the Maya and Aztec people had it right all along. After 
all, their structures still exist today because of careful study of 
natural processes.

Modern sustainable 
des ign  seeks  to  
revitalize the concept 
of using natural 
materials, minimize 
i m p a c t  t o  t h e  
surrounding area 
and connect people 
with their natural 
environment.

Sustainable design can be applied on both large- and small-
scale projects. Entire urban centers are now being re-
evaluated and re-planned in some major European cities, 
using this philosophy. Planners are incorporating living roofs, 
gray water filtering systems, recycled materials, and more 
green space for citizens to enjoy. 

Mexico, too, is investing in future urban sustainable design. 
The Mexican government sponsors full-ride scholarships for 
Mexican architects to study in Europe, where sustainable 
design is more prevalent. These professionals then return 
home to help shape the next generation of eco-friendly Mexican 
cities.

Small-scale projects can be 
as simple as schoolhouse 
made of cob (sand, clay and 
straw) and bamboo, serving 
a rural village in Africa or 
South  Amer ica ;  that  
incorporates a school 
garden, water catchment 
and sanitary, outdoor 
composting pit toilets. No 
great architectural plans, 
just simple earthen design.

More and more, sustainable design concepts are now showing 
up in the fashion and textile industry as well. Materials made 
from recycled plastic bottles, hemp and bamboo are being used 
to create more environmentally friendly fabrics. And, just 
today, I watched a news report on the use of sour milk to 
produce a new, 'silky' sustainable fabric for women's fashion.

Be it, building, urban planning or fashion, the principals of 
sustainable design are the same:

Working with renewable or low-impact materials
Favoring non-toxic, recycled or sustainably produced 
materials
Energy efficiency
Conservation or diminished use of water
Reducing waste and consumption
Increasing durability and longevity of products
Sourcing materials from the closest possible location

    Innovative, meaningful design that evokes a shift in behavior 
from the consumer

A major benefit of using recycled and natural products is they 
lend themselves to more organic shapes and textures. 
Sustainable design tends to look and feel more nature-made. 
Buildings no longer have to have rigid 90-degree angles and 
hard surfaces. Living walls and roofs create flowy, explosions of 
color; as well as delivering edible fruits, vegetables and herbs 
directly to your kitchen. Hand-made cob houses can mimic the 
shapes found in the forest or desert, blending in, rather than 
standing out.

The idea of this fast-developing approach to design is to work 
with nature instead of manipulate or stand against it, blend 
with its natural environment, sync with seasonal cycles, and 
silently dissolve back into the local ecosystem…much like the 
ancient ruins that surround us here in the state of Oaxaca. 

For modern designers, the challenge is to study, learn from and 
protect their natural environment as carefully as their 
ancestors did while providing for the needs of modern man. 
Vastly more complicated, but when executed successfully, 
immeasurably more rewarding; not just for the designer, but 
for society at large.

Sustainable Design
By Kary Vannice
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Origami, the Ultimate in Simplistic, Yet Ornate Design

By Kary Vannice

rigami, the ancient art of paper folding, is 
simplistic because it requires only a single sheet 
of paper, and ornate because the complex figures 
one can produce through the simple action of 
folding.O

The Japanese word "ori", 
meaning to fold, is joined with 
"kami", paper to produce the 
word we know as Origami. Two 
small, simple words joined 
together to make a complex, 
compound word. The word 
itself embodies the art. Two 
simple tools (paper and human 
hands) together produce 
c omp l ex  and  e l abo ra t e  
creations.

Paper was invented in China around 105 AD, but before long, it 
found its way to Japan. However, because of the hand-made 
nature of paper, it could not be mass-produced. This meant 
that only the exceptionally rich had access to it. Thus, paper 
folding was originally reserved only for the very wealthy. In the 
beginning, it was used both as entertainment in the Imperial 
Court and for religious ceremonies only.

When paper was more cheaply and easily produced, and 
became more readily available, Origami quickly became a 
favorite pastime and folk art, for the masses, in Japan, as it 
remains today.

While today, we generally regard the art of paper folding as 
originating in Japan. However, there is evidence of other styles 
of paper folding, from the twelfth century, in the Moorish 
culture Europe, as well. The Moors brought their mathematical 
based paper folding technique to Spain, where it was developed 
into the artistry knows as papiroflexia or pajarita.

It is easy to see 
how this ancient 
a r t ,  w i t h  i t s  
uncompl icated 
tools, yet intricate 
des ign ,  cou ld  
quickly spread 
across borders 
a n d  o c e a n s .  

Likely, it is practiced as art or recreation in nearly every culture 
and country of the world in our modern era, due to the fact that 
the supplies needed are relatively easy and inexpensive to get 
your hands on. I once dated a man 
who used to make tiny, silver 
cranes out of gum wrappers and 
give them to kids on busses, boat 
and airplanes as we traveled 
around Latin America. 

True aficionados of the art, like 
Huatulco's Erastus Rojas (Chef at 
J a p a n e s e  r e s t a u r a n t  
Konnichiwa),  would never 
consider a gum wrapper quality 
enough to create his truly elegant 
works of art. 

After more than 20 years of practicing Origami, he has attained 
a level most will never attain. One look at the detailed figures he 
has created that decorate Konnichiwa and you can see why. 
Chef Rojas orders special paper and sometimes waits weeks to 
receive it before beginning one of his animal designs. 

Underwater seascapes, tropical bird paradise or African Safari, 
one can see it all represented in pure paper. Rojas also has an 
affinity for dragons. One of his figures, a three headed dragon, 
took him 7 hours to complete and required more than 600 
folds. All on a single sheet of paper!   

You may think that Chef 
Rojas learned his craft in 
Japan, but actually, he 
learned it right here in 
Mexico while living in 
Mexico City. He has 
become so proficient at 
paper folding, he was 
recently commissioned to 
do two murals that were 
shipped to Spain. 

U p o n  e n t e r i n g  h i s  
restaurant, the concentration, dedication and passion he puts 
into his work is immediately evident. Don't miss the 
opportunity to stop by Konnichiwa while you are in Huatulco to 
catch a glimpse of this ancient Japanese art, alive and well, on 
the  coast of Oaxaca!

Mazateco, Sector R, Huatulco
Tel (958) 587 1047
Mon- Sat. 8am-9pm 
Sunday 8am- 6pm
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Landscape Architecture in Mexico
By Julie Etra

lthough this discipline was formally initiated in 
Mexico is only about 25 years ago, it really began in 
the gardens of Chapultepec hundreds of years ago 
by the tlatoanis, the collective name for the villages 
where Náhuatl, the ancient language of the Aztecs, A

was spoken. There are of 
course the famous floating 
gardens of Xochimilco, 
(founded in A.D. 919 and 
meaning “flower field” in 
Náhuatl), which today are 
the remnants of amazing 
a n d  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  
agricultural complex in 
lake Texcoco, where the 
C i t y  o f  Mex i c o  was  
originally founded. The 
name Xochimilco refers to the many flowers and other crops 
that were grown here on chinampas prior to the arrival of the 
Spaniards. The system developed by the Xochimilcas greatly 
increased production of staple crops such as corn, beans, 
chilies, and squash. As an aside, Xochimilco had a woman 
ruler, the only pre-Hispanic one in Mesoamerica. She added a 
number of distinctive dishes to the area's cuisine such as atole 
with chili pepper. 

Many of postcolonial features of landscape architecture in 
Mexico originated in Spain, and the Spanish origin of these 
features actually come from the Arabs or Moors who ruled 
Spain for approximately 800 years (until 1492, when Spain fell 
to Catholic reign of Ferdinand and Isabella). These include the 
classic plaza layout seen in almost every Mexican village, often 
centered around a fountain or gazebo, landscaped with shade 
and fruit trees. The classic but modest Moorish fountain, 
which can be found throughout southern Spain, gurgles slowly 
and quietly rather than the gushing version seen in the U.S.  
(although in Mexico it seems that only one in five is working; 
they are not maintenance-free). 

Paseo de la Alameda, or 
Alameda Central, founded 

thin Mexico City the 16  
century by the l Virrey 
Luis de Velasco, was the 
first public park created in 
the Americas. This was 
followed by construction 
and landscaping of La 
Avenida Bucareli, in 1778, 

previously known as Paseo de Bucareli and Paseo Nuevo, in an 
effort to modernize Mexico City and create an attractive and 
enticing avenue lined with trees and fountains. In 1833 the 
Mexican Society of Geography and Statistics was founded, 
initialing the first cartographic exercise in the Americas, a 
major milestone. Between 1935 and 1939 thirty-six national 
parks were established, and followed by the establishment and 
enlargement of 34 parks in Mexico City. The parks, in 
combination with the planting of trees along city avenues and 
boulevards, changed the look and feel of Mexico City. One of 
the most influential people of the time, Miguel Ángel de 
Quevedo (September 27, 1862 – July 15, 1946), was a Mexican 
architect, engineer, and 'environmentalist' who founded 
Mexico City's vivero (plant nursery) at the Coyoacan 
arboretum, and completed numerous other construction 
projects in the city and throughout the country. He was a 
pioneer and major supporter of conservation of Mexico's 
forests, often unappreciated by farmers and the timber 
industry. 

Today Landscape Architecture is offered at UNAM (Universidad 
Autonomo de Mexico), which was founded 104 years ago. The 
professional Society of Landscape Architects meet biennially 
and will hold their next conference in Mexico City, June 10 and 
11, 2014.  Unlike in the U.S. and Canada, irrigation systems 
do not appear to be a major focus of study and the program 
offered at UNAM focuses on design and construction. In 
Spanish the word pais means county, while paisaje means 
landscape, the origin of which is the Latin word pagus (the 
smallest administrative district of a province). Thus the 
landscape is innately tied to the country, as in 'land' and 
landscape.  In addition to the old world influence, 
contemporary landscape architecture has a large North 
American influence. 

Several well known Mexican Landscape Architects include, 
Mario Schjetnan whose attempts to "unite social concerns, 
aesthetics and, increasingly, ecology- all by way of interpreting 
and celebrating Mexico's rich and diverse culture." Another 
very well known architect/landscape architect is Luis Ramiro 
Barragán Morfín, one of the most influential people of his time 
and genre in modern Mexico. His first projects were carried out 
in his native Guadalajara but by 1931 his work expanded to 
other parts of Mexico. 

One of my favorite gardens 
in the world is the ethno-
botanical garden behind the 
Church of Santo Domingo in 
Oaxaca City. The beautifully 
laid out garden consists of 
only native plants that have 
a cultural use (edible, 
m e d i c i n a l ) .  U s i n g  a  
combination of vegetation, 
well-placed trails, and 
textures and colors provided 
by an assortment of gravel, 
sand, and stone, the garden 
is enticing and attractive at 
all times of the day. Another 
well known garden can be 
found behind the Museo 
Dolores Olmedo Patiño, 
Xochimilco, Mexico City. 
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n  March 26, 2014, at 20:00 hrs, at Camino 
Real Zaashila, FRIENDS OF MUSIC 
HUATULCO presents Ricardo Benítez and his 
project ONAGRO JAZZ CUBAN QUARTET.O

Rodrigo Castelar-piano, Enrique Nativitas-drums, Erick 
Alfaro-doublebass and electric bass and Ricardo Benitez 
with his magic flute integrate the quartet.  In fact, on 
January, 2013, both Enrique Nativitas and Erick Alfaro co-
founded with Ricardo Benitez the quartet.  All and each 
one of them have impressive careers due to their musical 
high quality which turns this quartet into an awesome 
experience.  BE SURE TO COME!

Friends of Music Concert

n January, The Eye staff and volunteers hosted a 
painting day at the Jose Vasconcelos Library in La 
Crucecita. Children from the area were invited to paint 
their vision of ‘Life in Huatulco.’  The 36 masterpieces Iwere auctioned off at the February 1st Huatulco Organic 

Market in Santa Cruz. Over $7000 pesos was raised for the 
library. Thank you to all who volunteered and to those who 
bought paintings.

A big thank you to the dedicated librarian, Cristina Anlehu 
Guillen, for allowing us to be a part of this project and above all, 
to the children who shared their artistic vision with us.

Library Painting Day Update!

By Carminia Magaña
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Meet in front of the Santo Domingo Church
Free bicycles available at Mudo Ciebo, 

Qunitana Roo 2011 (betwem Humbolt and 
Gómez Farias) You must bring a passport of 

Oaxacan credencial. they have tandems, too!

Oaxaca is More Beautiful 
on a Bicycle

Weekly - Wednesday & Friday
9 to 10:30 pm - Free

talian artist Pietro D’Angelo makes these life sized 
sculptures out of paperclips. Born in Palermo in 1974, he 
started to frequent a sculptor’s studio when he was just 
twelve years old.I

In 1992 the “Liceo  Artistico” of Palermo conferred on him a 
degree. In 1998, he started to work with marble and semi-
precious stones. In 1999 he moved to Bologna and he 
matriculated himself to the Academy of Fine Arts Sculpture 
Department – where he graduated with the highest score. 

Of his paperclip creations he has said ““When I was studying in 
Bologna I used to live in a flat above a stationery shop and that 
is how I started my experiments and, of course, the shop used 
to sell paper clips too. My first sculptures represented men who 
were smartly dressed in suits and seen as employees trapped 
in their offices, constantly thinking about work as they were 
trying to escape all of this.”

For more information about his whimsical work: 

www.pietrodangelo.org

Located in Santa Cruz above the Super del Puerto

Closed Mondays   Tel. 958 587 2655

Fa # ( guy playing guitar), 
paper clips, 100x135x100 cm, 2003

M'ama non m'ama (He Loves Me... He Loves Me Not ),
 inox paper clips, 50x50x110 cm, 2013.

http://www.cafejuanitamexico.com
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 big thank you for your generous hearts, 
Catamaran Fun-seekers, in supporting the food 
bank. A special thanks to Lenore and Lindsay 
Harder for organizing and making it happen. I Awould also like to mention a thanks to Bonnie and 

Joe, Cindy and Tom, Lynaia and Wally, Gina and Howard for 
great ticket sales!

The food bank is an outreach ministry from the Amistad 
Church here in Sector U2, La Crucecita. The purpose of the 
food bank is to reach out to families in Huatulco and 
surrounding villages in the area that are in extreme need. 
These families are without resources or government 
assistance. As an outreach program we encourage community 
folks to partner with us in our efforts to be community 
changers. 

Wilfredo is a local friend who works with Samaritans Purse 
(Operation Christmas Child) for Oaxaca in addition with 
Amistad Christian Church in Huatulco.  Together we buy the 
groceries  and store them at the church.  We also accept 
donations of  used clothing and shoes. The church has  good 
resources as to who needs this food and clothing, the same way 
most the food banks in Canada and the USA are operated 
through churches. All the money received goes to necessary 
supplies as there are no operating costs.  

 Food Bank Donation 
Fundraiser

By Randy Clearwater

im Spicka's annual Art Exhibition 
and Sale, designed to benefit the 
Bacaanda Foundation, was held 
February 21 at the Sueño del Mar 
condominiums in Chahue. J

 The exhibition is sponsored by Uli and Maria 
Kaufhold, who donate the gallery space, and 
Kino Healy, President of Re/Max Huatulco, 
who provides beverage service for the event. 
The event also includes a raffle, with 100% of 
the proceeds going directly to the Foundation.  
This year's sponsors donated some very 
popular prizes, with the raffle generating 
$15,000 pesos, over $1,100 US.  That amount 
of money can renovate one rural school—the 
Foundations latest project is improving rural 
schools in the municipios of Santa María 
Huatulco and Santiago Xanica. 

Bacaanda Foundation Art Fundraiser
By Deborah Van Hoewyk
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The Eye
Real Estate Listings

Sponsored By
Remax Huatulco

Bed & Breakfast
With spectacular ocean views
$89. - $109. USD/room/night

(011 52) 958 581 0265
www.bbaguaazul.com

Casa Orquidea Zipolite Vacation Rental.  
New beautiful vacation rental home in 

Zipolite with 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 
SKY TV, hot water, private access and 
parking, totally furnished with amazing 

views of the Pacific Ocean.  Check out our 
Facebook page Casa Orquidea Zipolite.  

Contact us at 
casaorquideazipolite@gmail.com. 

FOR SALE
Puerto Angel: 3 bdrm 

house. Oceanview
Priced to Sell!

huatulcoeye@yahoo.com

2 bdrm.2 bath, 2nd floor
facing water, totally furnished, 

fully equipped kitchen. 
Real Marina Blue, $347 000 
Also Available as a Rental.

Info: sgoer@att.net

www.eyemagazine.net

The Eye 
Magazine Website

Beach, Village + Urban Living in Oaxaca

All information regarding the Real Estate advertised herein has 
been provided by the individual party, the seller or their agent. 
The Eye does NOT assume any responsibility for the validity  of 
the information provided. The Eye is not liable for 
misinformation, typographical errors, errors of omission, 
misprints or other errors in these advertisements. We reserve 
the right to revise or reject any advertisement. The Eye is not a 
real estate broker and receives no commission upon the sale or 
rental of the property. Prospective buyers should contact a real 
estate agent for real estate advice and /or their lawyer for legal 
advice concerning the purchase of any properties advertised 
here.

List your home for sale
or for rent on our website!

List your events, business, restaurant, hotel, 
services, things to do, vacation rentals and property 

for sale for FREE on the best English 
guide to Huatulco, Zipolite, Mazunte, P

uerto Escondido and Oaxaca City.

Find great articles from our current 
and past issues. Comment and 

Communicate Directly with our Writers.

Breathtaking view all over zipolite 3 
double beds, 3 bathrooms,WiFi 
t v , t e l , p o o l ,  m a i d , c a t e r i n g ,  
masssage/yoga on request.10 
minutes walk to the beach, or taxi, or 
rental car from huatulco.
1600 US a week

CABINS 4 RENT (DAY,WEEK OR MONTH) .
IN BARRA DE LA CRUZ.

1 OR 2 BEDROOMS 
FULLY FURNISHED

www.lacremahuatulco.com
Lacremabar@hotmail.com

FOR RENT

SECURE STORAGE

WILL FIT UP TO 3 SCOOTERS

24 HOUR SECURITY

MONTHLY / YEARLY RATES

alin@marinaparkplaza.com

in Huatulco: 583 01 50

www.remaxhuatulco.com
www.bbaguaazul.com
www.eyemagazine.net


English AA 6pm
Puerto Escondido 
Cafecito Riconada

English AA 6pm
Puerto Escondido 
Cafecito Riconada

English AA 6pm
Puerto Escondido 
Cafecito Riconada

English AA 6pm
Puerto Escondido 
Cafecito Riconada

English AA 6pm
Puerto Escondido 
Cafecito Riconada

English AA 7pm
Huatulco 
Remax Plaza
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On the Riviera

Oaxaca City

Weekly Event

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

State Band Concert
12:30pm Free

Zócalo- Oaxaca City

Xochimilco 
Organic Market

Etla MarketTlacolula Market

Zaashila Market

Ocotlan Market
Xochimilco 

Organic Market

March

English Al-Anon
Puerto Escondido  
4:30 P.M. at Cafecito

Met Live
Borodin's Prince Igor

Teatro Macedonio Alcalá
Noon

Met Live
Massenet's Werther

Teatro Macedonio Alcalá
11am

Announce your event for FREE
huatulcoeye@yahoo.com

 Duplicate Bridge 
(ACBL sanctioned)

 Fridays at noon - $20 
pesos

 Hidalgo 104, 
Jalatlaco

 www.oaxacabridge.com
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Beach Volleyball
4pm at sunset beach,
Santa Cruz, Huatulco
No skill required!

Beach Volleyball
4pm at sunset beach,
Santa Cruz, Huatulco
No skill required!

Chamber Orchestra of the Bellas 
Artes Concert Biblioteca 

Henestrosa at the Casa de la 
Cuidad

Porfirio Diáz & Morelos
8 pm - Free

St-Patrick’s Day

Ash WednesdayShrove Tuesday/
Mardi Gras

Purim
Jewish Holiday

International 
Women’s Day

Family Day
Mexico

Benito Juárez's 
Birthday Memorial

enito Juarez was a Mexican politician and statesman of the late 
nineteenth century. He was president for five terms in the 
turbulent years of 1858 to 1872. Perhaps the most remarkable 
aspect of Juarez’s life in politics is his background: he was a full-Bblooded native of Zapotec descent – the only full-blooded native to 

ever serve as president of Mexico – who did not even speak Spanish until he 
was in his teens. He was an important and charismatic leader whose influence 
is still felt today.

Today Benito Juárez is remembered as being a progressive reformer dedicated 
to democracy, equal rights for his nation's indigenous peoples, his antipathy 
toward organized religion, especially the Catholic Church (motivated by his 
adherence to Free-masonry), and what he regarded as defense of national 
sovereignty. The period of his leadership is known in Mexican history as La 
Reforma del Norte (The Reform of the North), and constituted a liberal political 
and social revolution with major institutional consequences: the 
expropriation of church lands, the subordination of the army to civilian 
control, liquidation of peasant communal land holdings, the separation of 
church and state in public affairs, and also the almost-complete 
disenfranchisement of bishops, priests, nuns and lay brothers.

Celebrating
Benito Juarez

Spring Equinox



Rentals  Sales  Marketing

958.109.9771
www.ownmexico.org 
info@ownmexico.org

We know real estate, with a combined 
45 years in Canada and Mexico

Huatulco to Puerto Escondido

www.ownmexico.org


www.cosmoresidences.com
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