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“The Seven Social Sins are:
Wealth without work.

Pleasure without conscience.
Knowledge without character.
Commerce without morality.
Science without humanity.
Worship without sacrifice.
Politics without principle.

From a sermon given by Frederick Lewis 
Donaldson in Westminster Abbey, London, on 

March 20, 1925.” 

here has been a lot of chatter about how crappy 2016 

Twas. The list of mishaps for humanity and social 
consciousness is staggering; Brexit, the US election, 
Syria, school shootings, a return to misogynistic and 
racist comments being socially acceptable and all the 

fake news, to mention just a few of the cringe-worthy items that 
happened this year. Headlines have become so ridiculous and 
we seem to be living in a time where truth really is stranger 
than fiction. With all of that, most of us are hoping that 2017 
will be better. However, I doubt it will be. How can I be so 
cynical? Because 2017 isn’t a thing, it’s time. People in 2016 
were full of hate, greed and intolerance. We are those people. 

Even if you are thinking, ‘Well not me, I was good,’ or maybe 
you are thinking about all the good stuff you did in 2016: 
helping people out, donating to causes, listening to your daily 
affirmations on your new phone or in your car while you drove 
to work. I’m sure you work hard for all that you have and that 
you mean well - me too. But if 201' is going to be better, we have 
to be better - a whole lot better! I don’t know if we can do it. We 
are selfish by nature. 

How far would you go? Would you invite a stranger to live in 
your spare room to help the refugee crisis? Would you stop 
driving to help the environment? Would you tolerate a woman’s 
right to have an abortion, even if you don’t agree with it? Would 
you let a person choose which bathroom to use based on which 
gender they identify with, even if you don’t agree with their 
choice? 

We need to: Love more. Support women’s rights. Protect 
children from human trafficking. No more walls. Read books. 
Stop watching shitty TV. Eat real food - support farmers. Walk 
more. Take public transportation. Talk to our neighbors. Stop 
buying stuff we don’t need - it won’t make us happy. Stop 
feeding the hate machine. Stop hating immigrants - it’s called 
globalization and it’s part of our progress. Improve human 
rights in other countries- we need to stop buying cheap goods 
made by little hands. Pay more for less. 

If we are really going to be better in 2017,  we are going to have 
to sacrifice some of our comfort, some of our feeling of 
entitlement and start nourishing the love machine until peace, 
not violence and hatred, is the norm of our human condition. 

See you next month, 
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Babies and The Blues
By Brooke Gazer

ua tu l co  has  some  wor thy  non -p ro f i t 

Horganizations. Among those is Un Nuevo 
Amanecer, which helps children who suffer from 
a wide range of disabilities. With an eight-month 
grant from Beneficencia Pública, (part of the 

Federal Government), they have recently added a new 
proactive program to their already extensive list of services.  
Hospitals and midwives in our region can refer at-risk newborn 
infants to UNA, where they are evaluated and treated 
according their specific needs. These are babies who are at risk 
of developing a broad spectrum of physical and or intellectual 
impairments if left untreated. 

Some of the risk factors include premature birth; low APGAR 
scores; oxygen deprivation during delivery; mothers with 
diabetes, high blood pressure or infections (especially urinary 
tract infections); and adolescent mothers or mothers of 
advanced age.  In many cases, these babies can appear 
relatively normal at birth, but physical and or intellectual 
symptoms become apparent when they begin school. Early 
intervention can minimize or completely alleviate these 
developmental deficiencies. 

A trained therapist at UNA will assess a newborn infant who 
has been referred due to one or more risk factors.  Sometimes 
the problems are not apparent on the first visit and mothers 
are encouraged to return monthly during the first year.  If a 
problem is identified, the infant begins therapy two or three 
times per week.  Being proactive can prevent more serious 
issues and the prognosis for the child to develop normally is 
very good. With intervention after the age of three, the situation 
is far more complicated, making it unlikely that the child will 
develop to his or her full potential, either physically or 
mentally.  Obviously, this program is an efficient use of time 
and money.  It is encouraging to see such a practical and 
proactive approach, especially in a country where funds are 
limited.

The grant program is only for eight months. To be effective, 
treatment will be required for a much longer time, but it is a 
start. Flor Castillo, the administrator at UNA, estimated the 
cost of a one hour session to be between 200-250 pesos.  Most 
beneficiaries are asked to pay a portion of the assessment and 
therapy. Depending on their situation this may be 100 pesos 
for the initial evaluation and up to about 50 pesos for each one 
hour therapy session.  Many beneficiaries are living in extreme 
poverty, which contributed to the original risk factors. If 
mothers are unable pay anything, UNA waives any fees 
because intervention is imperative. Somehow, UNA manages 
to cover these costs.  

In fact, two-thirds of all UNA's operational budget is funded by 
donations and events held within the community. This is one of 
the many things that makes Huatulco the special place that it 
is.  A major source of fund raising, which many of us are 
familiar with, is “Blues on the Beach”, held each January and 
February.  These spectacular beach parties have become a 
regular, much anticipated attraction in Huatulco. The events 
of 2017 will be held Jan 12 and February 9 so mark your 
calendar now! 

With Jimmy Z and Paul DesLauriers headlining on January 
12, the event will certainly meet or exceed the high 
expectations of blues entertainment that 400-plus tourists, 
expats and Mexican nationals have come to enjoy. 

The gre  blues diva Etta James referred to as to Jimmy Z as at
her “Hoochie Coochie Man”. Dave Stewart of the Eurythmics 
calls him “the best harmonica player in the world”. Due to his 
amazing ability with both the harmonica and the saxophone, 
Jimmy Z has been in high demand since the 1990s. The long 
list of artists that he has toured and or recorded with include 
Rod Stewart, Bon Jovi, Tom Petty, Dr. Dre, Barry White and 
Ziggy Marley.

As , Paul DesLauriers part of Canada's guitar elite  is considered 
one of Quebec's overall best guitarists. In addition to being a 
master of both electric and acoustic guitar, he is also a 
powerful and expressive singer. In 1997, Paul formed his band 
“The Paul DesLauriers Band”, who have been nominated for 
and received too many Maple Blues and Lys Blues Awards to 
list here. 

When Jimmy and Paul team up in Huatulco on January 12, it 
will be fortunate that it is an open air event; otherwise they 
might blow the roof off the venue with their combined energy - 
do not miss it!

Brooke Gazer operates Agua Azul la Villa, an 
ocean view B&B in Huatulco. 

www.bbaguaazul.com
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SNEAK PREVIEW: The New Books For 2017
By Carole Reedy

O
ne of the pleasures of a new year is to check the 
publication dates of new books by favorite 
authors. Here are a few titles to whet your 
appetite. Some of my favorite writers are on this 
list! Yours too, I hope. 

 
PAUL AUSTER
4321 (January 31 publication date)
At the top of my list is this new novel by the 
prolific writer of The New York Trilogy, Brooklyn 
Follies, and The Music of Chance, among other 
fiction, poetry, screenplays, essays, and 
memoirs.

This is Auster's first in seven years, and it has 
garnered praise from Kirkus Reviews, Booklist 
and Publishers Weekly (three of the industry's top reviewers). 
Kirkus Reviews states that “Auster reminds us that not just 
life, but also narrative, is always conditional, that it only 
appears inevitable after the fact.” Booklist calls it “structurally 
audacious, funny and soulful,” while Publishers Weekly notes 
that the new novel is a “significant and immersive entry to a 
genre that stretches back centuries and includes Augie March 
and Tristram Shandy.”

COLM TOIBIN
House of Names (May 9 publication date)
Few of us will forget the film Brooklyn, based on 
Toibin's novel of the same title, but his other 
novels are just as compelling, especially Nora 
Webster and The Master (based on the life of 
Henry James). This latest addition to his 
collection is a retelling of the story of 
Clytemnestra and Agamemnon, bringing 
“modern sensibility and language to an ancient 
classic.” Goodreads gives it five stars.
 
VIET THANH NGUYEN
The Refugees (February 7 publication date)
One of the most praised and read novels of 2015 
and winner of the 2016 Pulitzer Prize, among 
other rewards, was his brilliant work The 
Sympathizer. His latest is a collection of stories 
about immigration, identity, love, and family.  
 
HARUKI MURIKAMI
Men Without Women (May 9 publication date 
for English edition)
Another collection of short stories, this one by 
the internationally acclaimed author who each 
year is listed among those most likely to win the 
Nobel Prize for Literature.  You may recognize 
the title as one of Ernest Hemingway's, for a 
book of his short stories.  No doubt it is a book 
for women as well as men!

DAVID SEDARIS
Theft by Finding (June 6 publication date)
This collection of essays from his diaries from 
1977 to 2002 is sure to be a delight and a best 
seller. Sedaris is a regular contributor to The 
New Yorker magazine and BBC Radio 4. His 
books Me Talk Pretty One Day, Let's Explore 
Diabetes with Owls, and Dress Your Family in 
Corduroy and Denim are among his gems.

SVETLANA ALEXIEVICH

The Unwomanly Face of War: An Oral History of Women in 

World War II (July 25 publication date for English edition)
Immediately recognizable as the 2015 winner 
of the Nobel Prize for Literature, Alexievich 
has written an account of Soviet women in 
WWII that will finally be published in English.  
More than 200 of the 500,000 women who 
participated in the war speak out about 
becoming soldiers in 1941 in a compelling 
work of literature written by this journalist 
from the Ukraine. Her Voices from Chernobyl 
also received well-deserved praise.  
 

GEORGE SAUNDERS

Lincoln in the Bardo  (January 25 

publication date)
Surprisingly, this is Saunders first novel. Up 
until now he has written short stories and 
novellas, winning many prizes, including the 
National Magazine Award for fiction in 1994, 
1996, 2000, and 2004. In 2006 he received a 
MacArthur Fellowship.  Saunders has also 
been a finalist for the National Book Award. 
Thus, this novel is highly anticipated, and it 
appears it will not disappoint. The story, told by many voices, 
takes place over a single night in a graveyard. Many noted 
writers sing the praises of Saunders works, among them 
Thomas Pynchon, Dave Eggers, Zadie Smith, Junot Diaz, and 
Jonathan Franzen. Good enough for me!
 

RICHARD FORD 

Between Them: Remembering My Parents 

(May 2 publication date)
Pulitzer-Prize winner for The Sportswriter, Ford 
this time brings us a personal account of his 

thparents' life in mid 20  century America and 
his changing perceptions. 
 
I leave you these selections with a promise to 
report on other new books for 2017, many of which I'm sure will 
appear on our top-ten lists at the end of 2017. HAPPY 
READING IN 2017!
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The best collection of Mexican 
rugs,wall-hangings clothing, 

woven bags, table runnersand  
placemats in Huatulco,is 

found at this family shop run 
by FREDDY BAUTISTA. 

While Freddy weaves rugs on 
site, much of the work is done 

by his family. 

“INDIGENOUS COOP-STORE ART POPULAR ZAPOTECA”

Ocean Park Condominiums, Local #8 Santa Cruz Huatulco 



Tel: 958 581 0025
www.ecoyspa.com

Discover Peace and Traquility 

During the opening night enjoy complimentary 

wine and tapas, while feasting on

more than 75 artworks from 12 artists

 

Plan to attend this magical event, experience a 

wide variety of artistic expression, meet the 

artists and discuss their works.

See February issue of The Eye for more details.

“Huatulco Being” Art Exhibition                                                                                             

 Friday, February 3, 2017 5pm-9pm

Saturday, February 4, 10am-3pm
@ Mansiones Cruz del Mar, Punta Santa Cruz.

Linkhttps://www.facebook.com/notaria115oax/?fref=ts&ref=br_tf
http://www.notaria115oax.com/
http://ecoyspa.com/
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Ecotourism—Getting it Right,
Right Down the Road from the Eco-Resort

By Deborah Van Hoewyk

M
a r y t e r e 
Farrell was 
b o r n  a n d 
b r e d  a 
city—Mexico 

City—girl.  She thought 
beaches first appeared 
through the windows of 
h i g h - r i s e  h o t e l s  i n 
Acapulco, decorated with 
colorful umbrellas, pixilated 
with brightly tan bodies.  
Trees marched down neatly 
curbed esplanades or decorated urban parks.  And then 
Marytere reached that age when young people slung on their 
backpacks and went traveling to find completely undecorated, 
un-peopled beaches and forests that were jungles.  So now 
Marytere and Naim Sultan, her Lebanese husband, run 
Yiimtii.  

High on the cliffs above the untouched Playa Carrizalita, 
maybe halfway between Puerto Angel and Coyula, Yiimtii is a 
handcrafted example of the pure form of ecotourism.  After a 
challenging up-, down-, and uphill, 2.7 mile trek on the very 
rough road from Route 200, you arrive at a small parking lot in 
the coastal forest (selva seca, dry jungle).  You beep your horn 
to alert the dogs, and the dogs bark to alert Marytere and Naim.  

The short trail from the parking lot, through the dogs and the 
tarp-covered woodpiles, doesn't seem to promise much.  Then 
...you reach the top and the brilliant blues of the sky and the 
ocean open out through the trees.   The clearing is bordered by 
red-clay-colored (more about that later) buildings with palapa 
roofs and bright tiles, while paths lead off to similar structures 
or mysterious destinations.  You can stay in one of two cabins, 
at a campground with two dozen or so sites, or, if it's really busy 
at Yiimtii, in a dormitory space atop a combined storage and 
water collection building.  

This is a far cry from the eco-resort that is Bahias de Huatulco.  
Huatulco is the first “sustainable tourist community” in the 
Americas, and the third in the world (Bali, Indonesia, and 
Kalkoura, New Zealand preceded it).  In 2013, Huatulco 
received the first-ever gold certification from the international 
organization Earthcheck, which advises the travel and tourism 
industry on how to provide “clean, safe, prosperous and 
healthy destinations.”  In fact, Huatulco has received annual 
certifications (formerly called “Green Globe” awards) of various 
levels from Earthcheck.  Earthcheck's Mexican partner is the 
federal agency SECTUR (Secretaría de Turismo, Tourism 
Administration), probably a good thing because the SECTUR 
website makes no mention of environmental issues.

What gets these awards for Huatulco?  Water management, 
treatment, and recycling; waste management, minimization, 
and reuse/recycling; focus on environmental sustainability; 
land use planning and management.  If you actually live in 
Huatulco for any portion of the year, you are aware of conflict 
and performance issues associated with all of these.  If 
Huatulco is the best in the Western Hempishere, it's easy to see 
that this approach is basically “How to Have a Mega-Resort 
while Minimizing Environmental Damage and Promoting 
Economic Viability.” 

R e s o r t s  t h a t  t a k e 
environmental sensitivity 
and sustainability into 
account are the coming 
thing in the international 
hotel industry.  Such resorts 
can be evaluated in terms of 
t h e  “ e c o t e c h n i q u e s , 
environmental sponsorship, 
and eco-packaging [that 
would be trash reduction].”  
These ideas are getting 
popular enough that new 

resorts almost all take them into account—we've had a shift 
from “vacation product” to “place product” as the foundation of 
competitiveness and destination quality:  “The resort-plus 
scope of master planning, an expanded capacity to assimilate, 
and a layered approach to product development are the core 
principles, that in their interplay will distinguish an ecoresort 
product from a resort product.”  No cigar, not even close to eco-
tourism.

Clear ideas about what constitutes ecotourism started 
emerging in the 1990s, following on the environmental and 
sustainable development movements that had been building 
for thirty-odd years.  Research investigates various aspects of 
ecotourism, but the core tenet is tied to a particular place, a 
place where the “tourist” experiences nature as it is.  Plus it's 
great if an ecotourist experience contributes to the self-
sufficiency of the community where it happens.  Even more 
important, the experience should not damage the ecosystems 
of the place where it happens.

And that is Yiimtii.  In 2000, Marytere was living in San 
Augustinillo, Naim ended up there as well, and shortly 
thereafter they started looking for land for just such an 
undertaking. With San Agustinillo and Mazunte already 
looking ripe for over-development, they borrowed a friend's car 
and went to Playa Tijera, just east of Puerto Angel.  From there, 
they could see the beach at Zapotengo, so they borrowed the 
car again and went to Zapotengo, where they ran into someone 
who said, “I have land.”  Naim had been expressing impatience 
with not spending enough time looking for the right piece of 
land.  Marytere told him, “This land is the kind of land that 
comes to you.  It will find us.”

The next day they went back to see the land, which was 
actually the property of I-have-land's father.  It was just after 
the rainy season, maybe October, and the jungle was green, 
green, green.  Dad led them along a “teeny” trail; with the green 
of flush jungle, they couldn't see too far ahead.  When the trail 
reached the top of the hill, the brilliant blues of sky and sea . . . 
and that was it.

An added positive was the village of Zapotengo itself, which was 
friendly and welcoming, and working towards its own 
ecotourism enterprise.  Until 2013, when Hurricane Carlota 
wiped out its lagoon, the villagers of Zapotengo operated a 
restaurant and offered crocodile trips to the lagoon.  Marytere 
and Naim offered their help and promoted Zapotengo on the 
Yiimtii website.  It now looks as if Zapotengo is on track to 
reopen its beach restaurant.  
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For four or five years, Marytere and Naim alternated working in 
the States with working on Yiimtii, living in tents in what is now 
the campground.  They acquired more land (a total of 36 
hectares, or 90 acres), declaring much of it a reserve and 
concentrating the buildings at the top of the cliff.  Marytere, it 
turns out, is an architect, and she and one local helper built 
these buildings by hand.  The patterns of small and large 
blocks in the building walls, punctuated in places by glass 
bricks, decorative stone insets, and colorful tile, testify to 
Marytere's skill and vision.  

If you go to Yiimtii, you can roam trails through the jungle, visit 
the orchard and gardens, descend by a switchback path carved 
into the cliffside to one of those deserted beaches, stay on the 
porch of your cabin—whatever. Naim is cultivating about 40 
types of fruit in the orchard, from jackfruit to Brazilian 
cherries, different varieties of sapotes, citrus, lychees and 
longans.  The garden produces all sorts of vegetables, 
including what Naim is developing as “habaneros payasos” 
(clown habanero peppers), with wrinkly little faces.  

All that Earthcheck stuff?  Naim dug Yiimtii's well, and water is 
carefully managed.  The eco-toilet avoids wasting all the water 
used by even the best water-saving, low flush jobs.  There is 
little trash, much composting, organic agriculture, and 
appropriate (mostly non-mechanized) technology, and limited 
solar power (about enough to keep the computers going or 
recharge your cell phone).  

Marytere and Naim will tell you about the birds and wildlife you 
see, talk to you about the produce they use in their vegetarian 
(leavened with fish broth) kitchen.  Although they know Yiimtii 
is not for everyone, and they sometimes worry that a guest 
might be one of the people it's not right for, by the time guests 
actually get there, they turn out to be right for Yiimtii and 
Yiimtii for them.  In the true spirit of ecotourism, many guests 
say “This has changed my life.”  Marytere and Naim have heard 
back that some do indeed change the course of their lives to 
accord with respecting and protecting the natural world.  

Pre-Hispanic Dogs in Mexican Culture 

D
ogs have been a part of 
M e x i c a n  c u l t u r e  f o r 
centuries, and I am not 
ta lk ing  about  per ros 
callejeros, or street dogs. 

They came along with the first human 
beings during their migration to the 
western hemisphere from Asia, so yes, 
they were already here when the 
Spaniards arrived. And these migrant 
settlers bred their dogs and developed unique lineages with 
unique traits. Few of these breeds survive to the present time, 
just the Xolo described below, and the Chihuahua. DNA 
studies conducted on dog fossils by paleozoologist Valadez 
Azúa verified their common origin with the ancient dogs of 
Eurasia. However, the fossil remains found in America have 
variations in their genetic material produced by the geographic 
isolation of the continents. 

One breed dates back centuries to the Aztec empire, known as 
Xoloitzcuintle, from the Nahuatl word for dog.  In Aztec 
mythology, the god Xolotl was associated with lightning, fire, 
and death. Also associated with the sunset, Xolotl would guard 
the Sun as it traveled through the underworld every night. I 
have seen these dogs in Huatulco and was unaware of their 
extensive history, incorrectly assuming they were a recent 
phenomenon. They vary in popularity and are well known for 
their desirable characteristics such as loyalty, happiness and 
hairlessness.  In August of 2016, they were named a Symbol of 
Cultural Heritage of Mexico City. 

The chihuahua is also uniquely Mexican and the breed is 
regarded as the Mexican ancestor of the American Kennel Club 
(AKC) designated Chihuahua. Techichi were local village dogs, 

thknown as far back as the Toltecs (9  century AD), although 
pots from Colima showing similar dogs date back to 300 BC.  

Dogs were a particularly important component of Mayan 
societies; raised on corn (maize) and slaughtered for 
consumption at about one year of age.  They were also used in 
hunting. Being fed maize is pertinent, since maize was sacred 
and the Mayans believed humans were made from maize. As in 
other Mesoamerican cultures, dogs were also used in 
sacrifices. They played a major role in Mayan literature; 
associated with death and led humans into the Underworld. 
The dog is sometimes depicted carrying a torch in the surviving 
Maya codices. Dogs were found buried alongside humans in 
graves as well as in royal residences, presumably to guide their 
owners to the afterlife. 

Other Mexican cultures linked dogs to the cycles of rain and 
agriculture.  In the city of Teotihuacán, north of present day 
Mexico City, it was customary to accompany the dead with a 
slaughtered dog, the earliest example dating back to 3550 BC. 
This was also practiced in Chupécuaro in the Mexican state of 
Guanajuato. Even today some Mexicans have dogs because 
they still have the belief that they will help them "cross the river 
after death.”

We have been adopted by Tope, a perro callejero.  He comes 
over 3-4 times a week for salchichas, croquetas (dry dog food), 
water, love and safety. A pretty boy with hazel eyes.  But we 
don't expect him to take us anywhere, although in DOG we 
trust. 

 

By Julie Etra

https://www.facebook.com/Sunset-Social-Huatulco-1076596215793019/?fref=ts
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Vacationing in Oaxaca with Your Dog or Cat; Not

By Alvin Starkman, M.A., J.D.

B
ringing your dog or cat 
into Mexico to be part of 
the family vacation is 
easy, certainly if crossing 
the border overland, as 

well as if flying, as long as your dog 
doesn't have a flat-ish nose which can 
present breathing problems (i.e. pug, 
boxer). Get the shots and a bilingual 
veterinarian certificate, and you're 
golden. In fact, often papers are not 
even asked for. The same holds true for 
acquiring a Mexican pet and taking it 
back to Canada or the US. Our daughter did it both ways and 
was amazed at the laxness of regulation enforcement at both 
borders, though there was a kennel issue at the Oaxaca airport 
just prior to boarding for Canada with her one Oaxacan and 
her other Toronto-born cat. But why bring your dog or cat to 
Oaxaca with you for what is supposed to be your vacation? Is it 
to appease your insistent children who exert a ridiculous 
amount of control over you? Is boarding in your hometown too 
expensive? Or do you really think that your pet will enjoy the 
vacation with you more than being with other pets at a 
boarding facility or being with a neighbor or dog walker once or 
twice daily?

While we have currently suspended our B & B operations in the 
city of Oaxaca, we still receive inquiries from travelers wanting 
to stay with us and are intent upon bringing their dog or cat.  
We refer them to lodgings which accept pets, but there aren't 
that many, and they can be expensive.  A writer for this 
magazine recently wrote to me about finding a hotel in 
Huatulco which would accept her dog, and lamented that it 
was a “real pain” and that she had to rent a house nine km east 
of the city on 1.2 acres of land, rather expensive. Why 
dramatically restrict the pool of hotels and bed & breakfasts 
from which you can choose? I'm not a pet psychologist, nor do I 
profess to intimately know what's right or wrong when it comes 
to decisions about the family dog or cat. However there are 
certain factors which ought to be considered prior to deciding 
to bring Fido or Tabby along for the trip.

Yes, Some Lodgings Accept Pets
Like other major tourist destinations throughout the world, the 
odd hotel and guest house in Oaxaca accepts pets, including a 
couple of members of the Oaxaca Bed & Breakfast Association.  
But most shun the thought of even the possibility of 
contending with meowing or barking or soiling the lawn and 
therefore having to deal with irate pet-less guests. Many 
lodging owners have their own pets which enjoy having the 
grounds to themselves exclusively and do not take kindly to 
sharing the premises with other four-legged friends. Of course 
there are exceptions, but what does it say about the quality of 
lodging if the owner is struggling to rent out rooms to the extent 
that he feels compelled to accept dogs, cats, rats, parrots, 
snakes and lizards? The main point however is that with the 
pool or prospective lodgings being dramatically reduced, do 
you want the vacation for your feline or canine, or for you the 
Homo sapiens sapiens?

Think of Your Poor Pet
Family pets are indeed different from the 
human members of the family, no matter 
how much we might treat them the same as 
we treat ourselves and our children, no 
matter that they sleep with us in our beds, 
no matter that they pick up on our 
emotions and thoughts. After the first 
couple of hours of the car trip down to 
Huatulco, Puerto Escondido or Oaxaca, 
will the pet not be more impatient than the 
kids? Is he capable of playing Scrabble or 
Geography in the car? Would he not be 
happier being boarded in a quality facility 

back home where he can frolic with his own? When we vacation 
we often board our boxer, Tito, with his trainer. Now, when we 
begin to gather up his choke collar and his food and water 
bowls for the ride, he becomes unimaginably excited, knowing 
that he's off once again to the “country club.”  Sure, when we 
leave him home while friends are looking after the house he 
sulks for the first couple of days, but then he adjusts.
 
Pet Owners with a Dog or Cat Accompaniment in Oaxaca 
Are Otherwise Restricted
Many archaeological sites, restaurants, museums and other 
cultural highlights in the state of Oaxaca do not permit pets, 
leashed or otherwise.  Another person who writes for this 
magazine has told me that most Huatulco beaches do not 
permit dogs. Yes, of course your dog or cat can be left in the car; 
but do you want to run the risk of returning to the parking lot 
and finding that Fido has flown the coop with the help of a 
Oaxacan wanting to turn your pet into pesos? Or leaving him in 
a hotel room only to return and find damaged linens or sofa, or 
a lodging manager livid because he has had to appease other 
guests complaining about incessant barking? 

Do you want to continually be obsessed with considering the 
possibility of something going wrong, rather than expending 
your energy enjoying Oaxaca's exquisite, world renowned 
cuisine, the ruins, and craft demonstrations? Bringing along 
your pet might dramatically restrict your ability to enjoy a 
number of priority destinations you have set for your vacation.

Still Not Convinced?
True enough, the boarding costs in cities in First World 
countries are prohibitive for many. As a last-ditch effort to 
address the still unconvinced, consider boarding the beast at 
your final Oaxacan destination. Among the advantages: price 
is roughly a quarter or a third of what it is back home; your 
vacation will be restriction-free; on balance you should not be 
obsessing about how your dog or cat is doing since your pet will 
be with professionals; he will still be able to spend quality time 
with you and the rest of the family while driving to Oaxaca; 
while at your final destination you can drop by to see him daily 
and exchange stories about how the day has been spent; he'll 
be having the vacation of a lifetime, and maybe even pick up a 
bit of doggy Spanish; you won't have any restrictions on which 
lodging you can choose, and accordingly your vacation will be 
that much more enjoyable. 

Alvin Starkman is a pet lover, having had dogs, cats, iguanas, 
snakes, birds, rabbits, frogs, mice and more, all as pets (and in 
the case of mice, also as food). Alvin operates Mezcal 
E d u c a t i o n a l  E x c u r s i o n s  o f  O a x a c a 

( ). www.mezcaleducationaltours.com

http://www.mezcaleducationaltours.com


House Cleaning Services- Contact Us for an Estimate

Enjoy the Pacific Coast with 
friends and family!
Full and Half day

excursions!
 

Cel (228) 110 5605 
marejadadefondo@outlook.com

Bay Excursion and Sports Fishing 
zaachila boats

6 hour Botanical Garden 
Tour; 60 varieties of 
exotic flowers and 
tropical fruits from Asia 
to Central America, 
swim in the Magdalena 
River.

Includes: Transportation, 
guide, breakfast and 
lunch with home grown 
organic juices and fruits.

Call to reserve today!
Office in Santa Cruz
Tel: 958 587 0871

www.hagiasofia.mx

Botanical Park

https://www.holidayinn.com/hotels/us/es/huatulco/huxhi/hoteldetail?qAdlt=1&qBrs=6c.hi.ex.rs.ic.cp.in.sb.cw.cv.ul.vn.ki&qChld=0&qFRA=1&qGRM=0&qIta=99612693&qPSt=0&qRRSrt=rt&qRef=df&qRms=1&qRpn=1qRpp=20&qSHp=1&qSmP=3&qSrt=sBR&qWch=0&srb_u=1&icdv=99612693&sicreative=78682999523&siclientid=1927&sitrackingid=837415216&dp=true&glat=SEAR
https://www.facebook.com/Clean-Clean-952401158126468/?fref=ts
mailto:marejadadefondo@outlook.com
http://www.stonesdeco.com/
http://www.stonesdeco.com/
http://hagiasofia.mx/
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Rancho el Regalo, Coyula 
By Larry Davis

M
y wife asked me to 
get her a new ride.  I 
s u g g e s t e d 
something sporty.  
Maybe a convertible 

with air, leather seats, four wheel 
drive, single tuned exhaust.  She 
said perfect...so I bought her a horse.  
What actually happened is we 
purchased a home in Salchi Bay 11 
years ago and decided one day that it 
would be great to go for a horseback 
ride and explore all the beautiful 
local beaches.  We were introduced 
to Francisco (Chico) Ramirez who 
had three horses and a hundred watt smile.  After many great 
riding trips we asked if we could contribute to the ranch with 
some of our Salchi friends. The rest is history, with 27 head of 
cattle, 17 horses, 10 goats, 4 dogs and a rooster named 
Foghorn.  Most of our goats get danger pay, as every time there 
is a birthday party or fiesta, one of their buddies goes missing.

The ranch is an absolute paradise for horse lovers as you can 
ride for miles through the jungle, up the river, to the beach and 
gallop along the ocean.  It is a common sight to see 2 to 12 
riders along the trails, on the beach, or parked at the Coyula 
bridge having a beer.  The common comment from our many 
friends and visitors is "Do you know how lucky you are?", and 
yes, we do.

Being rancheros has enabled us to enjoy the local culture to an 
extent we never thought possible.  We are invited to all the local 
fiestas, bull riding, horse races and Gabalgadas (horse 
parades) and had 8 horses in the parade in Huatulco last year.  
The ranch is a fun, busy place and visitors are always welcome. 

Chico is well known in the local communities and hosts the 
kindergarten children at the ranch twice yearly.  Despite living 
in small towns it is normally their first encounter with either 
cattle or horses.  We attempt to give them all a horseback ride 
and after a few horse pets they are more than a little excited to 
become vaqueros.  Chico also hosts the children with 
disabilities from the school in Santa Maria Huatulco.  This is a 
bit more of a challenge however a smile from one of those kids 
when they get off their horse is worth a million pesos.  The 
therapeutic value of the animals is quite amazing.

We decided to improve our horse herd and have travelled all 
over Mexico, buying horses in Puerto Vallarta, Guadalajara, 
San Luis Potosi, Parque National Pinotepa and Rio Grande.  I 
should add:  the only people who don't get lost in Mexico are 
those people who don't drive in Mexico.   After our second trip 
my buddies and I thought we were getting to be pretty astute 
horse traders so we asked Chico if we could help.  He said "Yes, 
don't speak." These have been fabulous adventures, 
experiencing unbelievable hospitality from total strangers who 
tolerate our bad Spanish.  My wife asked me "How much fun is 
that?"  I needed to tell her something she could relate to, so I 
replied "Like shoe shopping with someone else's credit card."  
She came on the next trip.

Mexico generally gets a bad rap as a dangerous place to travel; 
however our experiences have been completely the opposite.  
We have been "test driving" horses on the back streets of Puerto 
Vallarta at midnight and driven roads Pancho Villa had never 
seen.  We have received nothing more than the greatest help 
and hospitality.  There are indeed dangerous places in Mexico 
but the ranching community certainly is not one of them, 
unless of course, you ask them to pronounce Saskatchewan.

We were fortunate to host Ryan Smith, a very well-known horse 
trainer and instructor from Alberta, for a week in November.  
He posted a video of a ride on the beach in Coyula and had 2600 
hits the first day.  His single most frequent comment was "I'm 
coming back.  This place is amazing."

One of our rancheros (Patty Sealy) is a film producer and 
director.  She produced and directed a sci-fi trailer at Rancho 
El Regalo and in the Salchi area last year.  She asked me to 
participate and I envisioned a "Brad Pitt" type role with perhaps 
a love scene thrown in. She gave me a shovel and said, "You're a 
wrangler and don't speak." She has just received funding and it 
will soon be a major motion picture to be filmed near Mexico 
City. 

Now that my acting career has stalled I am once again enjoying 
this fabulous place we call Huatulco.....on horseback of 
course.

https://www.facebook.com/arieshairandnails?fref=ts
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Still Secrets on the Oaxacan Coast
By Leigh Morrow

S
ometime last fall the Mexican government declared 
a small community on the southern Oaxacan coast 
to be the latest jewel in its tourism tiara. Best 
known in the history books as a slaughterhouse for 
turtles, including the famous Oliver Ridley species, 

Mazunte had already become known in conservation circles 
for a large turtle sanctuary and museum aimed at 
preservation of the species, and stopping the illegal turtle egg 
trade. Yet the Pueblo Magico designation caught many off 
guard. This kiss of government approval for a tourism mecca 
was touted as providing a "magical experience" for tourists, by 
reason of the area's natural beauty and/or cultural riches. 
Think Tulum, Palenque, Isla Mujeres.

In Mazunte, I watched as anyone who had a portable grill, an 
extra bed, or a table to sell from, sprang into action expecting a 
gold rush of tourism to flood in for the pending Christmas 
holiday. The christening of a village to Magico status brings 
with it government money for cosmetic paint and trim - 
lipstick improvements - and large advertising budgets, so 
understandably, many locals view the designation as winning 
the tourism lottery. 

The fallout from having the Pueblo Magico wand waved is that 
this new attention, while great for the local economy, means 
that anything that was a secret, is no longer.So it's a bit of a 
miracle that San Agustinillo, just a five minute walk from the 
zany late rave crowds and new night clubs of Mazunte, is still 
relatively unknown.
 
San Agustinillo
While the large tourist busses 
barely squeeze through our 
cobblestones street, they are 
all focused on getting through 
San Agustinillo, on the way to 
Mazunte. The only time they 
stop is if parking is too horrific 
elsewhere. San Agustinillo is 
still very much as it has been 
for decades.  The single road 
through town curves and turns with color-popping fuschia 
and cream bougainvillea spilling over iron fences and front 
gates. Last year the hydro wires were relocated below ground, 
and the addition of cobblestone roadwork adds to the village 
charm and now wireless viewpoints.

 
The beach is often empty in the 
early morning and after sunset, 
and the water is always clean 
and clear, often deliciously 
warm for long afternoon bobs. 
The few restaurants close early, 
but serve thoughtful seasonal 
dishes with ingredients often 
trucked in overnight from the 
agricultural hub of Oaxaca City. 
The nights are dead quiet and 

star filled. Set your telescope for nightly celestial events in the 
inky black skies unfettered by light pollution. 

Hike to Punta Cometa
Walk up the hill from San Agustinillo 
into neighbouring Mazunte and follow 
the main road to the beach. Just 
before you see the beach, the road 
branches to the right.

During the rainy season this road is prone to wash outs and 
despite paving it each year, the water always wins, washing all 
the hard work away.  The road runs by the cemetery with its 
pots of artificial flowers and crumbling headstones. Keep 
going and watch for the wooden markers saying simply -Punta 
Cometa.

This trail offers spectacular vistas of Playa Mermejita and the 
rolling Pacific Ocean from the unique perspective of a 
peninsula jutting into the water. Punta Cometa is the most 
southern peninsula on the Pacific side of the North American 
continent. Local history tells a story of a treasure hidden  by 
the Aztecs somewhere on Punta Cometa. It is considered  by 
many to be a magical and healing spot. Many searching sacred 
wisdom visit Punta Cometa on  their journey of self discovery. 
A gigantic towering cactus was living on the point, but the last 
hurricane toppled the succulent. New, younger offspring are 
flourishing and if your visit is in the spring, they will delight 
you with a bounty of yellow blossoms. Once you have walked 
the circular route and appreciated the Pacific from the various 
vantage points, take the trail back and savor sunset from 
Playa Mermejita, the perfect vantage point to watch the orange 
fireball sun melt like ice cream into the Pacific.

Whale and Dolphin Salutes
Wake early and catch a ride on one of the four boats Captain 
Beto Fajardo has waiting on the beach at San Agustinillo. His 
family was one of the two founding families of San Agustinillo. 
The powerful motor quickly cuts through the waves and out to 
the open ocean where you will squeal with delight as 
humpback whales breach right beside you  in perfect 
synchronicity. Three pods of school-aged dolphins cavort, I 
reach for my phone but I'm not quick enough to catch the 
sailfish in flight. We stop and snorkel in a secluded bay where 
a momma manta ray and her two babies swim by. Yellow 
parrot fish and tiny iridescent blue ones are spotted feeding on 
the coral. I bob up,  just in time to see a large turtle swim by. 
The ride culminates in a rapid run for the beach which Beto 
navigates with precision  and  years of practice. We land high 
on the sand as the hull sails over the two logs placed there to 
help with our assent, and Beto pulls the motor up,  just in 
time. 

If you have not visited, do so now, San Agustinillo won't always 
feel this authentic, and off the beaten track. 

Leigh Morrow is a Vancouver writer. You can rent her 
home in San Agustinillo.

 www.gosanagustinillo.com.

Nail Salon
Hands & Feet

http://www.gosanagustinillo.com/
http://www.gosanagustinillo.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Live-by-Liluzza-Jeza-Nail-Salon-214517821976076/
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Palmas Unidas Yard Sale 
and the Doghouse Café 

By Deborah Van Hoewyk By Deborah Van Hoewyk 

n Sunday, December 4, Huatulco was treated to 

Oits first Bazar Navideño de Segunda Mano—a 
Christmas yard sale.  More than 100 supporters 
of Palmas Unidas Bahias de Huatulco, one of 
Huatulco's two animal welfare organizations, 

cleaned out their closets and store-rooms, donating 
housewares, books, tools, planters, clothes, and so much 
more.  

The sale raised $29,ooo mxn from over 500 visitors, which will 
be used to finance a late-winter spay-neuter clinic in the area 
surrounding Huatulco.   According to chief organizer Fran 
McClaren, a lot of work, from collecting, organizing, and 
pricing items to working as the sales clerks, went into the sale, 
but perhaps the best part was that “Many people from the 
Huatulco community were thankful for great items at very 
reasonable prices.”  Overall, she added, “It was a 
heartwarming event” for a great cause.

The next fundraising effort by Palmas Unidas opens in 
December—the Doghouse Café is located in the patio at the 
Delphinus Inn in Chahue (across the park from Sueño del Mar, 
Xquenda Spa, and Latitud 15 beach club).  Open from 
Thursday through Sunday evenings, featuring football and 
movie nights, the Doghouse will donate 50% of the proceeds to 
spay-neuter and other animal protection activities.

Palmas Unidas (United Palms—one a hand, one a paw) is one of 
several organized groups along the Oaxacan coast that work, 
often in collaboration, to reduce the numbers of unwanted 
dogs and cats.  In Huatulco, Palmas Unidas focuses on spay-
neuter clinics and reducing the number of feral dogs at the 
dump; Patitas Costeñas (Little Coastal Paws) rescues 
abandoned and injured dogs and cats and works on getting 
them adopted.  Snipsisters is a Canadian group, organized by 
residents of Salchi, that works with Mexican veterinarians to 
sponsor a series of clinics each fall.  The Chapulin Foundation 
in Arroyo Cruz la Boquilla (between Pochutla and Puerto Angel) 
works along the coast and in Oaxaca City.  The extraordinary 
environmental organization TerreXtra in Zipolite sponsors its 
own clinics and shows up everywhere help is needed!

During the eight days of spay-neuter campaigns hosted this 
fall by these organizations, 445 animals were sterilized.  The 
usual distribution of surgeries is 60% female and 75% 
dogs—those eight days of hard work have prevented the birth 
of 13,416,750 puppies and 24,697,500 kittens.

The Dream Festival:  
Bigger and Better than Ever!

ave the date—Saturday, January 21, 2017, from 

S5:00 to 10:00 pm.  Kick off your new year in great 
bi-national style as the Bacaanda Foundation / El 
Sueño Zapoteco stages its second annual Dream 
Festival (Festival del Sueño).  You'll have a great 

time in Guelaguetza Park (right beside Marina Park Plaza).  Eat 
Mexican tacos and burritos, right alongside your norteño hot 
dogs, hamburgers, and Italian sausages!  To go with?  Aguas 
frescas, spring water, wine and beer.  You'll get to watch 
traditional Mexican dancing—even the little kids do it—and the 
best of local singing groups.  There are raffles galore with 
terrific prizes showcasing Huatulco's activities and services, 
and an artisans' market chock-full of Mexican creations.  Not 
to mention a dunk tank, a zipline for kids, face painting, 
games—a unique night out in Huatulco!

Except for the artisans' sales, all the funds raised at the 
Festival go to support the Foundation's work, most of which 
focuses on its rural school assistance programs.  Mexico's 
rural schools are completely separate from the national public 
school system.  Through its CONAFE agency (National Council 
for Educational Development / Consejo Nacional de Fomento 
Educativo), the Mexican government provides curriculum and 
teachers to “remote and marginalized” areas with too few 
children for regular schools.  It is then up to a given rural 
community to provide the school, facilities and support for the  
teachers, and everything else the students might need.  

The Bacaanda Foundation runs a program called Adopt a 
Rural School, which has so far built or remodeled 13 school 
facilities and 7 teachers' rooms, and currently has 4 more in 
progress.  The Foundation has also built a multiple facilities 
for teacher training and a data center at the CONAFE district 
headquarters in Santa María Huatulco.  There are about 120 
schools in the Santa María district; in places where Bacaanda 
does not organize the construction of an “adopted” school, the 
Foundation contributes school materials, supports special 
events, and encourages sports leagues.  

Be sure to show up and have fun while supporting 
Bacaanda—and it's even more fun to volunteer at the Festival.  
Just go to Facebook and enter “Huatulco - What's 
Up...Happening Community News.”  Scroll down and look for 
the notices about volunteer opportunities posted by Bacaanda.

Missy for charter. 44 ' motor yacht 
for fishing, bay tours, sightseeing. 
Private Yacht for up to 15 persons, 

VIP service special occasions.

www.FortunaCharters.com 

Info@fortunacharters.com 
Captain 958-130-8540 
General info, whatsapp, 

message machine 958-130-3569 
USA phone 541-678-5574

http://www.FortunaCharters.com
http://www.FortunaCharters.com
http://www.FortunaCharters.com
mailto:Info@fortunacharters.com
mailto:Info@fortunacharters.com
http://www.fortunacharters.com/
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The Privilege of Pets

M
y first paying job at the age 
of nine was as a dog 
walker. There was Scarlet, 
a very mischievous Irish 
setter and two sister 

pitbulls; people always crossed the street 
when they saw us coming. My upbringing 
had prepared me well for this line of work - 
our house was a menagerie of animals. My 
father was an animal psychologist: cats 
lounged on counters, dogs slept on the 
living room couch, hamsters ran their 
wheels and there was a red-eared turtle in 
the bathroom. In the basement there were 
iguanas and a 30-foot boa that weren't 
really pets, but animals that had nowhere 
else to go.

When I was twelve and got my babysitting 
certificate from the YMCA I transitioned to 
kids - not always as much fun as dogs, but the pay was better. 
Thursdays nights I watched 'The Littlest Hobo' - a Canadian 
show about a crime-fighting German shepherd. I wished for a 
dog who would walk me to school without a leash and be there 
when I got out at the end of the day. 

I got my wish in college one random day at the SPCA. He was a 
beautiful white Belgian shepherd whom I gave what many 
though was the unfortunate name Daisy Boy, but he seemed to 
like it just fine. Daisy Boy would walk without a leash, stop at 
corners, wait for me outside a store and seemed to understand 
whatever I said to him. 

We flew to Puerto Vallarta in June 1997 (the cheapest flight I 
could find) and we rode the bus down the coast to the small 
village where I planned to live for the next six months. Daisy 
Boy proved to be incredibly useful; in the bus depots he would 
sit with my backpack while I went to the bathroom and in 
search of food and I discovered that if we took third-class 
buses, I could convince the driver to let him ride beside me. 

When we arrived in Mazunte and I inquired about a room, I 
explained that the dog would be in the room with me. The 
woman renting the room seemed flummoxed. Why would I 
want the dog in the room with me?  In my poor Spanish I got 
used to explaining that the dog was to protect me and in some 
way that narrative was true.

There were dogs in the village; scrawny, ragamuffin creatures 
that seemed to look upon humans as nothing more than a 
nuisance. Daisy Boy's domesticated and playful personality 
soon won over the village kids and many marveled at how good 
he was. I would explain that all dogs could be this good if you 
took care of them. They would look at the dog lying in front of 
their house and laugh. 

Dog food, in the form of kibble, was practically impossible to 
find in those days. There was one vet who mostly dealt with 
cattle and a vet at the newly opened turtle museum, who freely 
admitted he didn't really care for dogs, but he would help me 
out every time I showed up with a dog in need of some 
attention. 

As I got to know people in the village, I realized 

that the source of these undernourished dogs 

wasn't ignorance or lack of love or caring for 

animals - it was pure economics.  Keeping 

pets is a privilege. Humans have a long 

history of domesticating animals for work; 

however, animals for entertainment or our 

pleasure is a relatively new phenomenon of 

the last hundred years or so; before that, pets 

were exclusively for the very wealthy. 

Today it has become a trend to boast of your 

saved Mexican dog. I heard a Canadian radio 

host talking about her recent trip to Mexico 

and how bad she felt about the poverty and 

how good bringing two dogs back to Canada 

made her feel.  Most of us like to help and do 

good - compassion is a wonderful human 

trait; however, this logic is completely misguided and seems to 

have become so commonplace that I worry not only about the 

absurdity of it, but the damage this way of thinking is actually 

doing.

There are acts of giving that have a ripple effect, they go beyond 

the individual act and affect a community. Examples of this are 

donating to medical research, supporting girls’ education and 

women in micro-business (both of these have been proven to 

elevate not only the individuals but entire communities), spay 

and neuter clinics for animals that are overpopulated in areas, 

clean water projects, sustainable food coops. 

'Saving' a dog from a rural village, spending thousands of 

dollars and energy to find it a furever home only helps the 

individual dog, and perhaps the person who adopts the dog--

who may all too easily be relieved of thinking about the true 

root of the problem, which is economic.  When resources are 

scarce, when you are struggling to feed your family, it is very 

difficult to be concerned with the dog lying outside your house.  

These village dogs are symptoms of the incredible economic 

disparity between people. 

In addition, there are already many animals in need of homes 

in Canada and the US. The better question to ask is why are 

there so many dogs in need of a higher level of care than they 

are currently receiving. Number one is the overpopulation of 

domesticated animals and number two is lack of disposable 

income to care for them. 

What can you do to help? 

1. Support spay and neuter clinics. In Huatulco options for this 

are Palmas Unidas Bahias de Huatulco AC and Snipsisters 

Spay and Neuter. 

2. Do not pick-up 'stray' dogs. In Mexican culture a dog without 

a leash, wandering around,  is not necessarily a 'lost' dog.

3. Support education and economic initiatives in communities 

where economic disparity makes it difficult for people to care 

for pets.

By Jane Bauer



Calendar
Oaxaca City Recurring Events:
AA Meetings (English)
Daily - Monday and Thursday - 7 pm 
Also Saturday at 1 pm - All 12 step groups welcome.
518 Colon

Religious Services
Holy Trinity Anglican Episcopal Church  Sundays 11 am 
Crespo 211 (between Morelos and Matamoros)
Liturgy followed by coffee hour. Information 951-514-3799

Religious Society of Quaker Friends Meeting, Saturdays  10 am Free
All are welcome. For more information and location, contact 
janynelyons@hotmail.com

Weekly Markets
Etla Market, Every Wednesday
Tlacolula Market, Every Sunday

Biking
Oaxaca is More Beautiful on a Bicycle, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday & 
Sunday - 9 to 10:30 pm Free, Meet in front of Santo Domingo Church
Rental bicycles available at Mundo Ceiba, Quintana Roo 2011
You must bring a passport or Oaxacan credentials. They have tandems, too!

Danzón
Every Wednesday - 6:30 pm Free
Alcalá and Constitución
A tradition imported from Cuba, the danzón is a stately dance with 
syncopation. The citizens of Oaxaca gather weekly to dance and watch the 
dancers. 

Ethnobotanical Garden Tours in English
Weekly - Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday - 11 am $100 pesos
Entrance Reforma and Constitutión.

Bridge
Tuesday Bridge Game at Oaxaca Lending Library, Pino Suarez 519, $20 
pesos, no partner necessary, starting at 1:00PM 

Garden Club
Monthly - 1st Wednesday Free
The Oaxaca Garden Club is dedicated to: learning, sharing and education 
about gardening, agriculture and nature, primarily in Oaxaca. To receive 
t h e  m o n t h l y  n o t i c e s  o f  a c t i v i t i e s ,  s e n d  a n  e m a i l  t o 
oaxaca.garden.club@gmail.com

Hiking
Weekly - Tuesday & Friday 9 am - November thru March Minimal cost for 
transportation. Hoofing It In Oaxaca (  http://www.hoofingitinoaxaca.com/)
is a program of weekly hikes for adventurous gringos who hanker to explore 
this part of Mexico on foot.  Reservations required. 

Tour to Teotitlán del Valle
Weekly - Thursday and Saturday - 9 to 5 pm $750 pesos
Instituto Cultural Oaxaca, Av. Benito Juárez 909
Travel, Learn, Fight Poverty. Fundación En Via (www.envia.org/) is a non-
profit microfinance  is a non-profit microfinance organization providing 
tours to communities around Oaxaca where participants visit women in 
need of small loans to improve their lives. 100% of the tour fees are given to 
the entrepreneurs as an interest-free micro loan. 

Full Moon
January 12th

January 1st
New Year’s Day

January 1st
Last Day of 
Hanukkah

January 28th
Chinese New Year

January 6th
Epiphany

Three Kings Day

On the Coast Recurring Events:
AA Meetings:
English AA Huatulco, 7:30pm Remax Plaza, Every Wednesday
English AA 6pm, Puerto Escondido  Cafecito Rinconada, Every 
Thursday
English Al-Anon 4:30pm, Puerto Escondido  Cafecito Rinconada, 
Every Saturday

Weekly Markets
Pochutla Market- Every Monday

January

Saturday January 7th
Huatulco’s Organic Market Santa Cruz 8am-2pm

Saturday January 7th
Sunset Social at 9 Bahias
See page 17

Thursday January 12th
Blues on the Beach
See page 6

Saturday January 14th
Sunset Social at 9 Bahias
See page 17

Saturday, January 21, 2017, 5:00pm – 10:00pm
Second annual Dream Festival of the Bacaanda Foundation (El 
Sueño Zapoteco), in Guelaguetz Park (beside Marina Park 
Plaza)—Carnival to benefit the Foundation's work with rural 
schools in the Santa María Huatulco district. 

Saturday January 21st
Huatulco’s Organic Market Santa Cruz 8am-2pm

Saturday January 21st
Sunset Social at 9 Bahias
See page 17

Saturday January 28th
Sunset Social at 9 Bahias
See page 17

Sunday January 29th
Encuentro de Cocineros - Local cooks gather with sample dishes 
to raise money for local charities. 
2pm Santa Cruz 100 pesos

The Eye 18

Marina Chahue, 
Huatulco

Tel. 958 105 1671
Cel. 958 100 7339
Closed Mondays

www.cafejuanitamexico.com

mailto:oaxaca.garden.club@gmail.com
http://www.hoofingitinoaxaca.com/
http://www.envia.org/
http://www.envia.org/
http://cafejuanitamexico.com/
http://www.oaxacacalendar.com


Chiles&Chocolate
Cooking Classes
Huatulco, Oaxaca

Tel. 958 105 1671    Cel. 958 100 7339
chiles.chocolate@yahoo.com
www.huatulco-catering.com

The best way to learn about a culture is through its food.

Chiles&Chocolate Cooking Classes offer a delicious 
culinary and cultural experience that explore a variety of 
Southern Mexican cuisine. Our hands-on classes ensure 
you will leave prepared to recreate the dishes when you get 
home. 

· Small Groups
· Hands-on
· Instruction in English
· Recipe Manual 
· Free Gift Bag
· Lunch and Drinks Included
· All classes start at 9:30am 
· Transportation Included

Cost: $85 USD per person
Cooking Classes are 3-4 hours
Zimatan, Huatulco

http://huatulcocookingclasses.com/
mailto:chiles.chocolate@yahoo.com
http://www.mazuntejazz.com
http://blackstonerealestatehuatulco.com/


http://www.baysiderealestatehuatulco.com/
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