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“Money often costs too much.”
Ralph Waldo Emerson

“Money doesn’t grow on trees.”
English proverb

T

he above is one of my least favorite idioms. As a
kid when someone would say this to me I
would think, “money is made of paper and
paper comes from trees so actually money
DOES grow on trees.” Nobody thought my logic
was very funny.
As an adult I understand the meaning behind the
proverb and I still don’t like it. Money IS just paper, or
these days usually plastic. Money’s only use is the value
we place on it. Its power lies in how it is spent.
In fact, more than ever we exercise our power, our
political choices and our values in how we decide to
spend our money. We are living in the consumer age.
What is your relationship with money? Do you read the
menu from right to left - allowing price to dictate your
tastes? Do you feel resentful when paying your bills or
are you filled with gratitude about the services and goods
you received in exchange? How much money do you
need to be satisfied? Do you dream of fancy cars and big
houses or is it enough that you can treat friends to
dinner or a concert without feeling affected financially?
We live in an age where getting a deal is badge of honor
and growing your money is a source of pride. But what if
every purchase came with a different criterion than cost?
What if we valued paying more knowing that the people
who made our goods were earning more? Low priced
goods, from clothing to electronics to food, come with
costs beyond money. Low wages, poor working
conditions, GMOs that produce environmental damage,
are all things that we endure to get the lowest price we
have come to value.
What if when you bought a sweater you didn’t just check
the price and the washing instructions? What if you
checked to see where it was made and by whom? What if
before buying a new computer you researched the
company’s ethical practices in relation to it’s workers
and the environment, rather than just looking at
consumer reports about the functionality of the
product?
This brings me to one of my favorite proverbs... “There’s
no such thing as a free lunch.” Someone is always
paying. Our affluent and comfortable lifestyle has been
built on the labor and exploitation of others.
So spend compassionately! Tip well! Pick up the check!
Buy less crap and spend more on ethical well-made
products! Invest in experiences! Follow your money
beyond your purchase and see where it’s really going.
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The Many Faces and Places
of Mexican Money
By Julie Etra

I

have often wondered who the historical figures portrayed
on Mexico's paper currency are and why they were
significant, as well as what the landscapes and images
pictured on the opposite side were.

Starting with the lowest
denomination, the 20-peso
bill, the figure on one side is
Benito Juárez, the beloved
first president of the
Republic of Mexico (his term
ran from1859 until 1872);
he represents the state of
Oaxaca, where he was born
(in 1806 in the town of San
Pablo Guelatao de Juárez). I
am assuming readers of The
Eye are familiar with his
story and position in
Mexican history but if not,
read up on this most
important and dynamic indigenous leader. On the same side of
the bill a scale represents the people and justice, overlain on
the new laws of the Republic. On the reverse side is Monte
Alban, located just outside Oaxaca City and the ancient
Zapotec “capital” for close to a thousand years.
José María Teclo Morelos
Pérez y Pavón is portrayed in
magenta on the 50-peso
bill, which has been in
circulation since May 2013.
Morelos, as he is commonly
known, was a Mexican
Roman Catholic priest and
revolutionary rebel leader
and hero who led the
M e x i c a n W a r o f
Independence (1810-21)
movement, assuming its
leadership after the
execution of Miguel Hidalgo
y Costilla in 1811. Morelos
also tried to politically interpret the concepts of justice and
equality through the Congress of Chilpancingo (1813), which
became the basis for the declaration of independence, and laid
the foundations for a liberal and democratic constitution that
was passed in 1814. During his life he was also an arriero
(muleteer). He was born September 30, 1765, in what is now
known as Morelia (Michoacán), formerly Valladolid and
renamed in his honor, and died December 22, 1815, in
Ecatepec de Morelos. His remains are buried at the Angel of
Independence in Mexico City. He is a fascinating and inspiring
leader and I encourage you to read more about him.

“Everyday is a bank account, and time is our
currency. No one is rich, no one is poor,
we've got 24 hours each.”
- Christopher Rice
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The 100-peso bill has two
versions. On one side of the
older 100-peso bill is
Nezahualcóyotl. I found him
to be the most fascinating of
all the historical figures to
grace Mexican currency,
perhaps in part due to his
prominence in preColumbian history. He is
known as the poet king of
Lake Texcoco, one of the five
lakes in the Basin of central
Mexico and adjacent to Lago
de Mexico on which
Tenochtitlan, the future capital of the 'Aztec' or Mexica empire
was, built. His name in Nahuatl means “coyote who fasts.” His
people, the Acolhua, however, were not Mexican per se, as they
did not speak Nahuatl. They arrived the Valley of Mexico and
settled on the east side of Lake Texcoco around 1200 B.C. The
Acolhua were a sister culture to the Mexica, as well as the
Tepanec, Chalca, and Xochimilca, among others. Aside from
his military victories and several exiles, he oversaw the rise of
the Aztec Triple Alliance of Texcoco, Tenochtitlan, and
Tlacopan, and hence the start of the Aztec empire.
Nezahualcóyotl, considered the wisest ruler of the Anahuac
Valley - as it was known in that era - was finally crowned
Tlatoani (leader) of Texcoco in 1431. Nezahualcóyotl
established the rule of law, basing it on a council system to
manage finance, justice, war, and culture (designated with
term “music”). Unfortunately, the government systems,
engineering (he designed aqueducts, scholarship and arts
cultivated by Nezahualcóyotl—sophisticated markers of preColumbian civilization—were destroyed by the Spanish.
On the same side of the bill, next to Nezahualcóyotl'a image, is
some text believed to be from of his most famous poem, with a
mockingbird (centzontle). Beneath the mockingbird is a scene
of two men sitting around a table supporting a flower. On the
back there is a representation of an aqueduct of the Templo
Mayor of the central square of Tenochtitlán.
The new 100-peso note (January
2016) commemorates the centennial
of the 1917 Constitution of the United
States of Mexico written during the
Mexican Revolution (1910-±1920),
featuring Venustiano Carranza and
Luis Manuel Rojas. The color of the
Constitution changes from green to
gold with the angle of the bill under
the light. The Mexican Constitution of
1917 restricted the power of the
Roman Catholic Church in Mexico and established the basis
for a free, mandatory, and secular education. Luis Manuel
Rojas was a politician, journalist and legislator from
Ahuacatlán, Jalisco. He presided over the Constituent
Congress that drafted the Constitution of 1917 and was a vocal
opponent of the dictatorship of Porfirio Diaz. The reverse side
shows the representatives or deputies swearing to approve and
protect the Constitution of the United Mexican States, which
took place in the Hall of Sessions, Querétaro.
Continued on page 8...

On the 200-peso bill
appears Juana Inés de
Asbaje y Ramírez de
Santillana, better known as
Sor Juana (sister Jane or
Joan Agnes of the Cross, in
English), Sor Juana Inés de
la Cruz in full. She was a
remarkable intellect and
enlightened woman who
chose to study and live in a
convent rather than follow
the limited roles acceptable
for women during that era.
She was born on November 12, 1648, and died on April 17,
1695, at the age of 47. She was a self-taught scholar, scientist,
and student of science, philosopher, composer, and poet,
fluent in Nahuatl and Latin at a young age.
After joining the nunnery in 1667, she began writing poetry
and prose, including controversial topics for a woman, which
included love, feminism, religion, misogyny and the hypocrisy
of men. The later topics led to her condemnation by the Bishop
of Puebla, and in 1694 she was forced to sell her collection of
books and focus on charity towards the poor. She died the next
year from the plague, caught while treating her fellow nuns.
You can read about her in more detail in The Eye Archives
(http://theeyehuatulco.com/2013/03/01/the-first-feministof-the-americas/).
The reverse side of the bill features the Hacienda de Panoaya.
This is where Sor Juana lived between the ages of 3 and 8, and
where she learned Latin as she immersed herself in her
grandfather's library. Currently the property is open to the
public. In part of the original estate the Sor Juana Museum
offers details of her life. But yikes, the rest of the 60-hectare
property is now an amusement/theme park
(http://www.haciendapanoaya.com/precios.html).
The 500-peso bill is the
most used, and therefore
has had the most attempted
counterfeits (47 percent of
all attempts), so Mexico has
had several different
versions. The first was first
issued in 1994 and featured
an image of army general
Ignacio Zaragoza. The next
version of the 500-peso bill,
issued August 30, 2010,
portrayed the painters Frida
Kahlo and Diego Rivera on
the opposing sides.
The newest 500-peso bill
appeared in August of 2018.
One side portrays Benito
Juárez accompanied by an
image of his triumphal
arrival at Mexico City on
July 15, 1867, to take up the
presidency after the French
and their efforts at empire
were driven out. The time of
Benito Juárez' leadership is
known as “The Reform of the
North,” which included
redistributing church lands
to the poor, the separation of church and state, and the basic
principle of equality before the law.

Future changes in Mexican money. Mexican paper currency
typically commemorates prominent historical figures or some
aspect of Mexican culture, while the reverse features
landscapes, flora, or fauna.
In 2019 the 200 peso bill will depict Miguel Hidalgo and José
María Morelos y Pavón in commemoration of Mexico's
Independence, while on the back will be an image of the
Sonoran Desert, specifically the El Pinacate Biosphere
Reserve.
In 2020 the 1,000 peso bill will be renewed in honor of the
Mexican Revolution, with Francisco I. Madero, Carmen Serdán
and Hermila Galindo as protagonists. On the reverse side will
appear the tropical wetland ecosystem of the Calakmul
Reserve in Campeche.
In 2021 a new 100 peso bill will commemorate La Colonia
(temperate forests) and features a portrait of Sor Juana Inés de
la Cruz on one side, and the Reserva de la Biósfera Santuario
Mariposa Monarca (monarch butterfly reserve) in Michoacán,
with pines and oaks on the reverse side.
In 2022 a new 50 peso bill will feature a representation of
Tenochtitlan, and on the back, Xochimilco, the axolotl (a
salamander endemic to the Xochilmilco lake complex), and
corn. A new $2,000 bill will show Octavio Paz and Rosario
Castellanos, important 20th-century Mexican poets, authors,
and diplomats, on one side; the reverse side will portray the dry
tropical jungle (selva seca) of Mexico, with agave landscapes,
old tequila manufacturing facilities, bats, and maguey and
agave plants on the reverse.
And the 20 peso bill will gradually be removed from circulation
and replaced by a coin, as cost-benefit studies determined that
its production was no longer cost-effective.

• 12 House Units
• 19 Cabin Units
• Lots of 350 m2 and 560 m2
• Three hectares
• 15 amenities
• More than 6,000 m2 of green areas.
• One entry and exit access
• Security and 24/7 surveillance
Exterior Amenities
• 725 m jogging route
• Park
• Childish games
• Parking for 32 cars

Casa Club:
-Reception Area
-2 swimming pools
-Children’s pool
-Terrace with Bar
-Sunbathing Area
-Gym
-2 Jacuzzis

Located at Salchi Beach
45 minutes from Huatulco Airport

-Games Room
-Air-Conditioned Event Room
-Restaurant
-SPA

Cell: 958 131 8299
BuildingHuatulco@gmail.com

The Cost of Labor in Mexico
By Brooke Gazer

T

he minimum wage in
Mexico is $102.68 MXN
(pesos) per day (it is higher
along the U.S. border, and
it differs by degree of
urbanization in an area and
employment status of individuals,
e.g., apprentices). The term
“minimum wage”, however, is a bit of
a misnomer. Very few people actually
work for $102.68 MXN per day
(roughly $5.40 US).
Most commonly, the minimum wage
is used for administrative purposes;
for example, employer contributions to social security are
currently capped at 24 times the minimum wage. The
minimum wage is used to calculate fines for a wide variety of
offences, whether or not they are employment related. Rather
than specify an amount in pesos, the government levies fines
as a multiple of the minimum wage; for example, someone
charged with an offence might be told to pay 730 minimum
wage days. Which would be $74,956.40 MXN (± $3986 US).
With inflation, the minimum wage might increase but the base
rate for every fine does not need to be recalculated each year.

Like most of the developed world,
Mexico has an income tax system,
collected by the Servicio de
Administración Tributaria (SAT). The
tax is called the Impuesto sobre la Renta
(ISR), and it ranges from 2% up to a
maximum of 35% for individuals. For
an average wage earner, after
deductions, ISR takes between 10%
and 22%. Most corporate employers
calculate and deduct income tax from
their employees, paying it directly to
ISR.
Tax laws in Mexico are incredibly
complex and this is where a good
accountant comes in. There is a joke in Mexico:
How do you find a good accountant?
You ask them what is 2+2 and the answer is not 4, it's
“What would you like it to be?”
We have a great accountant and although she can't perform the
magic implied by this riddle, Norma Cortez is indispensable –
she provided me with the following salary ranges. In all cases,
the amounts referred to are monthly salaries before tax
deductions.

In addition to salaries, employers have additional costs related
to their pay role. Most jobs include some form of health care
and retirement benefits. The Instituto Mexicano del Segura
Social (IMMS) and Instituto de Seguridad y Servicios Sociales de
los Trabajadores del Estado (ISSSTE), which cover private and
public workers, respectively, are the most common programs
in Huatulco. This is a benefit that is not calculated as part of an
employee's earnings, but it can add up to 30% to the employer's
fiscal obligation.

·
As one would imagine, at the bottom of the totem pole
are those with less education. These would include maids in
hotels, unskilled laborers who sweep the streets and carry
cement on a construction site, and typists or low-level office
workers. These people exist on roughly $5,000 MXN (± $262
US) per month, and may work their way up to $8,000 MXN (±
$420 US).

Every employee in Mexico is entitled to 10 statutory holidays
each year, plus it is mandatory for employers to give 6 days'
paid vacation in the first year. Workers earn an additional 2
days for each subsequent year of employment, so after 6 years,
an employee gets 3 weeks' paid vacation. In addition to
holidays, everyone receives an aguinaldo on or before
December 20. This is an annual bonus of at least two weeks
salary.

·
Electricians and skilled albaniles (stonemasons) are
generally paid by the contract, but the salary ranges between
$8,000 to $10,000 MXN (± $420 – $524 US) per month,
although it could be more depending on the complexity of the
job. The maestro in charge might earn up to $18,000 MXN (±
$945 US).

When an employee leaves a job, an employer is obligated to
provide a finiquito, a document that “ratifies” the end of the
employee-employer relationship. The finiquito is accompanied
by a payment comparable to severance pay; the amount may
be negotiated, but it is generally 3 months' salary. After
someone has put in 3 years, he or she is entitled to an
additional 12 days of severance per year. So, if an employee
leaves after 6 years, they should receive about 5½ months'
salary. It doesn't matter whether the person quits or is
terminated, the requirement is the same. If someone is
terminated with just cause (theft or missing multiple days
without reason), they might not receive their finiquito
payment, but it takes a lot of documentation on the part of an
employer to avoid paying. Mexican law almost always sides
with labor.
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·
Drivers for the ADO bus line earn between $11,000
and $17,000 MXN (± $577 – $892 US); panga captains fall into
a similar category. Including benefits and bonuses, local
policemen earn between $13,000 and $23,000 MXN (± $682 –
$1,207 US). Based on seniority, a nurse at IMMS gets between
$9,000 and $23,000 MXN ($472 – $1,207 US).
·
Public school teachers in their first few years are paid
in the rage of $6,000 to $8,000 MXN ($305 – $420 US) but with
more seniority, they might reach $15,000 MXN ($787 US).
Depending on the school, a principal could earn anywhere
from $20,000 to $56,000 MXN ($1,050 – $2,939 US). Private
school teachers tend to be paid by the hour; working a six-hour
day would provide an income between $1,700 to $2,900 MXN
($89 – $152 US), depending on the school and their experience.

A bank manager in a branch like Huatulco might only
earn about $9,000 MXN ($472 US) but with bonuses this
could be stretched up to $19,000 MXN ($997 US). Hotel
managers earn as little as $20,000 MXN ($1,050 US) in small
hotels, but five-star hotel manager could make as much as
$80,000 MXN ($4,198 US).
·
An experienced secretary with a large company, a front
desk clerk at a hotel, or an office worker who deals with the
public would make between $7,000 – $10,000 MXN ($367 –
$525 US). This could include some of the people you deal with
at Tel Mex or CFE. Like teachers, with years of seniority, they
could work their way up to $15,000 MXN ($787 US). In offices
like FONATUR, a low-level administrator might earn between
$8,000 and $20,000 MXN ($420 – $1,050 US), but directors'
salaries could reach a whopping $120,000 MXN ($6,298 US)
·
Professionals like doctors, accountants and lawyers
are more difficult to pin down. Doctors at IMMS earn between
$12,000 and $30,000 MXN ($630 – $1,574 US), depending on
their specialty, but they usually have a private practice in
addition to their salaried day job.
For lawyers and
accountants, it really depends on their account list. If they are
working within a corporation, they might earn between
$8,000 and $20,000 MXN ($420 – $1,050 US), but some
lawyers and accountants have several clients. These might
pay up to $30,000 MXN ($1,574 US) each per month. Of
course, these professionals have additional expenses like rent
and employees.

Obviously working for yourself offers more flexibility and the
possibility of putting more hard-earned pesos in your pocket.
Mexico has an entrepreneurial spirt and some business
owners do exceptionally well. All too often, however, small
business close before they are able to establish themselves.
Sometimes this is due to inexperience, but it can also result
from insufficient capital.
Credit in Mexico is both difficult and expensive and startup
costs always exceed one's highest expectation. The hard truth
is that some aspiring new business owners may not even reach
that misunderstood minimum wage number in their effort to
be independent. This especially applies to those trying to
balance the high and low seasons in a tourist town like
Huatulco.
Brooke Gazer operates Agua Azul la Villa, an oceanview bed-and-breakfast in Huatulco
(www.bbaguaazul.com.)

Huatulco’s
Frozen Yogurt
Gardenia Street
La Crucecita
(2 blocks from the church)
Open 3pm-10pm
Closed Mondays

Avoiding the Bubble of A$$umption –
Learning the Language of the Peso
By Susan Birkenshaw

W

e first arrived in
Huatulco in 2006 –
classic allinclusive tourists!
We came with a
few pesos in our pockets and
walked into the resort a$$uming
that we would not need any more
than that! We were SO wrong!
Even then the beautiful
handicrafts were everywhere, the
sites outside the resort were calling
to us and the food that was so
representative of Mexican flavours abounded. Credit cards
were virtually unheard of at that time and finding an ATM that
we could understand took two days! It is important to note
that we have not been to an all-Inclusive resort since then.
What we have learned about handling money as we travelled is
not really new - it does serve as a reminder as we choose to
travel. The bubble of a$$umption is simply getting trapped in
the idea that there will always be an ATM machine available
and you will always have enough cash for you to spend!
As of this writing, the Mexican peso is sitting at $14.51 per
Canadian dollar ($19.34 for USD). Keeping this information in
mind is the most important lesson we have learned in the 10+
years we have travelling as entrepreneurs, as tourists, as
retirees and now as new residents. The value of the peso is
difficult to work through in my brain but making this transition
is critical to not wasting money.
We fully admit that we were guilty of simply getting more
money from our local machine even when we did not really
check just how much we were spending. We quickly realized
that we couldn't go on day to day without knowing our budget
and restraining our spending habits. This meant we needed to
be very clear about how many pesos are in our dollars and how
many pesos were needed for the basics (a litre of milk is 19
pesos or the equivalent of $1.30 CAD). We weren't able to
convert quickly in our brains. Slowly, we began to understand
and accept that we were indeed learning a new language – we
needed to learn the language of pesos.
To develop a pre-move budget and plan, we almost needed a
crystal ball while trying to anticipate all the issues we might
face in the first months of our residency in Mexico. For
example, here are some of the questions we confronted:

· When we would actually move? The last day becomes a bit
daunting!
· Would we be able to stay in our condo from the first night in
our new town and if not, where would we arrive for our first
nights in Huatulco?
· How much money did we think we would need at the
beginning of our adventure? And then we added 20% to our
estimate.
· What bank here in Mexico would be our new financial
headquarters?
Who were the people who could give us referrals and how
much actual banking would we be doing? We realized that
our investments would stay in Canada for simplicity.

The Eye 12

Our Canadian banker for day-to-day
transactions happens to work for the
same large bank that holds our
investments. We wanted to get advice on
how to access funds easily and in a costeffective manner.

·

We learned from him that
international fees can take a large
chunk for each transfer.
· We wanted to know if there is any
value added to keep our funds all in the
Scotia family – the answer is simply no,
there are no formal international banking agreements
between ScotiaBank here and ScotiaBank Canada.
· We wanted to create simple systems for us to access funds,
and to get to know our international contact in Canada.
Anthony speaks three languages
The first and most daunting (but truly not complicated) step for
us in establishing new money habits in Mexico was to open a
local bank account. This first required making a decision
about which bank would best suit our needs. While we spoke
to many people who had gone through the process of finding a
bank they liked and felt comfortable with, we gravitated back to
the ScotiaBank here in Huatulco. To get to this decision, we

· compared experiences between banks from friends and
professionals whom we had come to know and trust
· asked many questions about maximum ATM withdrawals
· learned how to get around the fact that the Mexican banks
do not yet have a straightforward system for e-transfers (of
course, there are other ways of transferring funds to, from,
and within Mexico, just not from your Mexican bank account)
To open an account you will need time, patience and the
ability to speak enough Spanish to ask and answer banking
questions or to hire a facilitator who will help you walk
through the bureaucratic hoops – online banking is a different
scenario here and takes even more time to arrange, so you may
choose to do this on a separate visit.

· At the very least you will need your passport, residency card
if you have one, proof of your local address (obtained from
your landlord if you rent, your deed if you have purchased a
home, or a copy of a utility bill with the formal address easily
understood). We had experiences with this in other countries
over time and found the more paper we arrived with that
proved who we are and that we are serious about doing
business here, the better.
· Be ready to put your signature to numerous documents and
that signature MUST match the signature on your passport,
so practice up – we were asked to re-do a couple of documents
to get it correct
· Once your account is established, banking in Mexico is very
similar to other systems world-wide, with exception of etransfers – apparently this procedure is coming soon (they
say).

Chiles&Chocolate

A word of caution about ATM's – they are not all created equal.

·

Each ATM should be officially connected with the
banking system or an individual bank; they will clearly
display the emblems of Visa, Interac, Santander or Interlink.
·
Find those that are linked with the bank that issued
your debit card. This will help you avoid additional transfer
and exchange fees.
·
It costs as much to withdraw a small amount as it does
a larger sum.
·
Lastly, about ATMs and PINs – for the most part,
Mexican ATMs accept only 4-digit PINs. If you have a PIN
with letters or more than 4 digits, you will need to contact
your bank before you come to Mexico.

Cooking Classes
Huatulco, Oaxaca

The best way to learn about a
culture is through its food.

As far as you can use cash for your purchases.

·
In our experience, we have found that using pesos
(cash) exclusively makes our life easier on a regular basis.
First, we are able to negotiate a con efectivo (with cash) price –
not necessarily a huge discount but it can help.
·
Second, we have learned that in smaller businesses,
the use of credit cards is not always appreciated, as they
entail large fees and bureaucratic difficulties for the vendors,
and the costs are often passed on to you the purchaser.
·
As we continue to outfit our new home, we are often
pleasantly surprised to learn the value of “Buying Local”.
Everything we buy to add a unique flair in our home is
carefully chosen from the local crafts people, greenhouses
and markets.
·
The local skilled carpenters and artisans have lovingly
created beautiful display cabinets, shelving and wall
hangings. These have been reasonably priced and done to
our specifications with excellent quality.
·
Unless you are in a large, corporate store (there are
very few of these in Huatulco) do not try to use American
dollars; it is very difficult for a local, small vendor to provide
correct change, it is a time-consuming process and it costs a
large fee for them to exchange these funds. In my opinion, it
is simply unfair for us to expect exchange on the spot.
Finally, learning the language of pesos encourages me to
acknowledge all the services that I receive in all walks of my life
here in Huatulco. The folks we have come to know well include
the personable and hard-working pool man, the bagger at the
local grocery store, the taxi driver who willingly comes to find
us wherever we are, the cleaning lady who is also our
laundress, the servers at our favourite restaurants and so
many others. These people receive low minimum wages – the
grocery store baggers are not paid at all – and depend on the
tips we give to acknowledge the service we receive.
As with any new language, the critical step is to use it. In
becoming fully comfortable with our new language of pesos, we
had to do two things. First learn the words of money – dinero,
effective, pesos, and of course the numbers. Second, be willing
to speak “pesos” – use the language and learn the value (to you)
of pesos. Don't get trapped in the bubble of a$$umption that
leads to wasting money and a lack of confidence each time you
go to market. Also, don't forget that ultimately, we are guest is
this beautiful country of Mexico – learning the language of the
peso is a way for us to show respect for the country and people
who have welcomed us.

“I love money. I love everything about it. I
bought some pretty good stuff. Got me a $300
pair of socks. Got a fur sink. An electric dog
polisher. A gasoline powered turtleneck
sweater. And, of course, I bought some dumb
stuff, too.”
-- Steve Martin

Chiles&Chocolate Cooking Classes offer a delicious
culinary and cultural experience that explore a
variety of Southern Mexican cuisine. Our hands-on
classes ensure you will leave prepared to recreate the
dishes when you get home.
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Small Groups
Hands-on
Instruction in English
Recipe Manual
Free Gift Bag
Lunch and Drinks Included
All classes start at 9:30am
Transportation Included

Cost: $85 USD per person
Cooking Classes are 3-4 hours
Zimatan, Huatulco

Tel. 958 105 1671 Cel. 958 100 7339
chiles.chocolate@yahoo.com
www.HuatulcoCookingClasses.com
www.huatulco-catering.com

Presents
Tour of Diamond Point Condominiums
Pre-construction
prices available
24 Condominiums
4 Penthouses
2 Pools
Club House
Sauna
Gym
24-hour Security
Ocean View

Condominium Units are 1800 sq. feet (167 m2)
-2 Bedrooms with full Bathrooms, Living Room,
Dining Room, Kitchen, Laundry Room, Half-bath, Balcony
Penthouse Units are 3200 sq.feet (288 m2)
-3 Bedrooms and Bathrooms (mastersuite and masterbath
with walk-in closet), Living Room,
Dining Room, Kitchen, Laundry Room, Half-bath, Balcony

www.HuatulcoRemax.com
Tel: 958 587 0136 Cell: 958 100 0777

Retirement: Top 10 Reasons to Consider Oaxaca
By Alvin Starkman, M.A., J.D.

A

mericans and Canadians are increasingly seeking early retirement destinations in the state of Oaxaca. Not
wanting to be left in the poor house at age 70, they try to hedge their bets. Expatriates have selected
predominantly Oaxaca de Juárez, the state capital, or beach communities such as Huatulco and Puerto
Escondido. True, in our lifetimes we will not likely be subject to anything like the 2008-09 financial crisis
that left many with a fraction of what they thought would be their 401K, IRA, or RRSP nest eggs. But global
instability is now a fact of life.
While moving to southern Mexico won't insulate investments, it does make whatever you have last significantly longer;
much more so than relocating to an expat community in San Miguel de Allende, Ajijic or Lake Chapala, where the cost of
living can approximate parts of the US and Canada.
A good rule of thumb for middle-class visitors to Oaxaca considering a permanent move is to anticipate a cost of living
approximating half of what it was back home. You shouldn't miss a beat. However, one can get by for considerably less
without giving up too much. Some living in the state scrape by on modest American pensions, on a shoestring budget, yet
still lead a more pleasant lifestyle than would have been the case remaining in the US or other first world countries. Upon
turning 60, your status in Mexico changes: taxes on your principal residence go down by 50%, as does first class bus fare,
with additional incentives such as discounts on domestic airfare, free entry into archaeological sites and cinema, and so
(on all figures are in US dollars).
But Oaxaca offers much more than cost of living. This is a list of the top ten other reasons to consider the state for
retirement.

1. Healthcare. Mexico has universal healthcare. For poor
Mexicans, it's free. For resident senior expats, a couple pays
less than $1000 annually for full coverage in the Mexican
national healthcare insurance plan (IMSS); family doctor and
specialist visits, surgeries, lab tests, emergency treatment,
medication, and all the rest. But you also have the option to
mix and match, that is, to elect affordable private care for some
medical needs. The state has a reputation for reasonably
priced comprehensive first-rate dental care as well.
2. Language. You can “get by” without learning Spanish, as is
the case in foreigner havens elsewhere in the country, but you
will enrich your life by taking private or group classes, thereby
being able to integrate into the broader urban Oaxacan
communities, and/or indigenous village life. Doing so is much
more difficult in other parts of the country. Here, it's easy.
3. Climate. Oaxaca boasts the greatest diversity of climatic
zones of any Mexican state, ranging from cool lush green
mountain villages, to arid desert regions, to hot humid beach
resorts, and everything in between.
4. Travel Within. The state boasts a network of quality
highways, secondary roads, and a super highway toll system,
enabling you to visit virtually every region relatively quickly,
and safely; by private car, the ADO bus system, or touring van.
Regional airlines enable you to get from the state capital to the
beach in 35 minutes.
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5. International Travel. The toll road system enables you to
drive all the way from Oaxaca to the US border in a day, albeit a
long one. However, we now have non-stop flights to Dallas,
Tijuana and Houston, making for fast efficient travel to the US,
with a single connection into Canada (seasonally non-stop).
6. Earning Income and/or Helping Others. While expats
must not take work away from Mexicans, it's fairly easy to
obtain federal permission to work in the country. In this era of
Internet technology, you can work remotely. But there are
always opportunities in the local service sector (i.e., guides and
lodging rentals), retail, and the export business given the rich
diversity of affordable, quality handicrafts. You can help
Oaxaca's less fortunate in the state through devoting your time
and energy by volunteering with charitable organizations; their
missions include education, health improvement, or
amelioration of conditions in lot local communities, families
and individuals.
7. Access to First World Goods and Services. You can get
virtually everything you need in order to have the comforts of
home, given Sam's Club, Walmart, www.amazon.com.mx,
http://mercadolibre.com/ (like eBay), first world
supermarket chains, and specialty stores. There are gyms,
private swim clubs, hiking and biking trails; you can trade to
build or fix anything and everything. Learn to salsa, to cook, to
garden, to paint or draw, to spin pottery, to horseback ride.

8. Food & Drink. Oaxaca reputedly has the best cuisine in all
Mexico, with several unique state dishes such as tlayudas and
moles. Culinary schools for both day lessons and more
extended courses abound. Dining options range from the
finest white linen establishments owned by world renowned
chefs, to scrumptious late-night street food stands. For the
meat and potatoes crowd, there are 70s style steakhouses and
of course fresh fish and seafood given Oaxaca's extensive
Pacific coastline. Lest we forget, Oaxaca is the nation's mezcal
capital. The country also has a burgeoning craft beer industry,
and renowned wineries in Baja California dating back
hundreds of years, the products of which make their way to
Oaxaca.
9. Housing. If you want to rent an apartment, with a bit of
work you can find a two-bedroom unit in or close to downtown
Oaxaca for about $500 including electricity, propane and
water. Internet is typically extra. Cell phone plans with
unlimited calls anywhere in Mexico, Canada and the US begin
at about $15 a month. Naturally there are accommodations
one can rent, such as houses, that come furnished with much
more space and in quiet suburban surroundings or in the
countryside, for significantly more. Similarly bargain hunters
can find downtown lodgings for roughly $300, and even less
depending on the desired accoutrements. While home prices
vary greatly, one can build a small, two-bedroom, two-bath
house with living and dining rooms, patio, kitchen and service
area for a maid, from about $150,000. Serviced lots no more
than 15 minutes from downtown go for as little as $100,000.

10. Culture. Most of us have retired in Oaxaca not because of
the cost of living, the climate, or the rest of the foregoing. It's
the diversity of cultural traditions (to which learning Spanish
provides access) with some 16 main ethnic groups and
innumerable sub-cultures within each. And concomitant with
that is the access we have to craft villages, art galleries, street
and village fairs, live music, and of course our native daughter,
Lila Downs.
It's not that I want to see more expats walking the streets, or
hear them speaking English. On the contrary. I love Oaxaca
the way it is. However, more immigration does help the
economy, and no matter what you hear or read about Mexico,
those dollars do filter down and improve the lot of many.
Alvin Starkman owns Mezcal Educational Excursions of
Oaxaca (www.mezcaleducationaltours.com).

Mezcal
Educational Excursions of Oaxaca TM/MR
While in the state capital, learn about this century's
most coveted spirit by spending a day with recognized
authority Alvin Starkman. Visit rural artisanal
distilleries (palenques) using both ancestral clay pot
and traditional copper stills. For novices and
aficionados alike. Sample throughout your excursion
with no obligation to buy.

www.mezcaleducationaltours.com
mezcaleducationaltours@hotmail.com

A Weekend Getaway in México City:
What Will it Cost?
By Carole Reedy

M

exico City is considered by many to rival Paris,
London, Tokyo, and New York as a cultural
destination. The energy, color, and joie de vivre
of this grand city of more than 20 million
exceeds most others because of the warmth
you'll find here, and not just from the temperatures, but also
emanating from the people who live, work, and play here. The
city sizzles. Variety dominates. Smiles are abundant. This
city's aura will haunt you.
It's well known that traveling in Mexico is less expensive
relative to other major countries, and Mexico City is no
exception. You'll find the prices of hotels, museums,
transportation, and food to be quite reasonable whether you're
traveling on a shoestring or splurging. Because the Mexican
peso fluctuates constantly, all costs listed here are
approximate and subject to change.
In this article, I hope to give you a good idea of how much to
budget for basic costs.
CASH VS. CREDIT CARDS
In many parts of the world you can leave your hotel with just a
credit card in hand. This would not be true in Mexico City. You
need cash in pesos to perform many transactions, from getting
on the Metro or Metrobus to riding in a taxi, from shopping at a
market to stopping for a street taco or tamale. Thus, when you
arrive at the airport, purchase some Mexican pesos. Most
hotels and restaurants accept credit cards, but there are
exceptions. Museums are so inexpensive that most people pay
in cash, and some only accept cash. US or Canadian dollars
and Euros are not accepted currency—only moneda nacional ,
the Mexican peso.
So, you're here with pesos in your pocket and ready for
adventures. Let's go!
PLACES TO SLEEP
The most sought-after information, second only to "where
should I eat?," concerns where you'll stay during your visit and
the cost of a room or apartment. A majority of visitors want
easy access to activities, museums, and shops, as well as a
pleasant and safe area.
My recommendation is always Centro Histórico, Roma,
Condesa, or Cuauhtémoc. Polanco and Coyoacán are beautiful
and up-scale, but not as centrally located for touring as the
previous four locales, though each area has its particular
charms and practical advantages. Because we are a big city,
just getting around is a major daily task. You'll want to save
your energy for sight-seeing, not getting to and from your
destinations.
Airbnb has become a good choice for visitors to Mexico City. In
the neighborhoods listed above there are multiple options,
many in the $50 to $100 US price range per night. There are
also many rooms listed on Airbnb, which may be of interest to
solo travelers.
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Hotels I personally recommend in the Roma/Condesa area
(the two are adjacent) are:
The Milan Hotel
This hotel has a marvelous location at Álvaro Obregón 94 in
Roma Norte. You can stroll the tree-lined streets of Roma and
stop for a drink or a meal in one of the numerous cafes and
restaurants in the area. The rooms are plain, but have all the
basic amenities for a reasonable cost of about $50 to $60 US
per night (for a room with two double beds). The hotel also
offers a couple of suites.
The Red Tree House in Condesa is located at Culiacan 6 in a
lovely residential area and has more of a bed and breakfast feel
(free breakfast included) than a hotel. Each room is different.
Here you're close to restaurants and transport (always my first
consideration). The rooms range from $85 to $150 US a night,
depending, as always, on the number of people and season of
the year.
Fiesta Inn (the one at Insurgentes 553 at the intersection with
Viaducto in Roma Sur, there are others in CDMX) is a modern,
bustling hotel on a busy street. It is perfectly situated in front of
the Metrobus and offers deluxe rooms, nice views, and all the
amenities that business people expect. Prices range from $100
to $175 US a night.
In the Cuauhtémoc area:
The Maria Cristina Hotel
Located at Rio Lerma 31, just two blocks from Reforma, in a
residential/business area, this lovely old hotel has a variety of
rooms and a garden. There are several types of rooms, starting
from under $100 US per night.
The Geneve
The crème de la crème! This exquisitely decorated 100-yearold European gem is located in the Zona Rosa at Londres 130,
just a few blocks from busy, beautiful Reforma Avenue. At
Christmas, it is magical. Famous people who have rested their
heads on the Geneve's comfy pillows include Gabriel García
Márquez, Marlon Brando, and Sir Winston Churchill. Large
rooms and modern baths with all the amenities range from just
$100 US . . . to all the way up. As savvy travelers know, there
are a variety of prices for hotels based on where and when you
book them.
In the Centro Histórico area:
The Cuidad de México Hotel (right on the Zócalo)
Probably the most striking hotel in the Centro Histórico area,
this stunning old, yet modern, giant has rooms that overlook
the Zocalo, especially festive at Christmas when the ice skating
rink and decorations fill the area below you. Deluxe in every
way, including champagne in the reception area. The prices
match the elegance. Expect to pay upward of $150 US.
The Gillow Hotel (Isabel la Católica 63 at Cinco de Mayo)
For many years before I moved to Mexico City, I stayed at this
charming hotel right in the heart of Centro, two blocks from the
Zócalo and four blocks from the Palacio de Bellas Artes. The
rooms on the sixth floor have patios (which you need to request
when you reserve). Prices range from $80 US for a single to
$150 US for larger rooms and suites.
Continued on page 20...

LUXURY VILLAS

CIELO de TORTUGAS
playa mermejita
oaxaca

Sixteen Exclusive Luxury Villas
Ocean-Front with Beach Access
Villas starting at 350K
Gated Community with Amenities
Two Organic Restaurants
Club House
Amazing Sunsets

Energy Saver Cool Walls
Solar-Powered Hot Water Heaters
Weather Resistant High-Quality
Concrete
Built with High-grade USA
Construction
Pre-sale Opportunity:
Entire Project 4.8 million
23 000 meters of oceanfront!

Info: buildinghuatulco@gmail.com
cel: 958 131 8299

EATING
TRANSPORTATION
The Metro
The underground subway is the fastest and cheapest mode of
transport in the city. You'll zoom from one station to the next.
Changing stations is relatively easy, and the instructions are
quite clear. The Metro is dirt cheap. One ride is 5 pesos (about
$.25 US). You can change trains on the same 5 pesos if you
need to in order to reach your destination. The tickets are
available at all metro stations (below ground, look for the sign
that says “taquilla”). You can buy individual tickets or several
at a time or you can purchase a Metro card, which is a plastic
card to which you can add money for rides when needed. My
advice is to buy several individual tickets or a card to avoid any
lines that may form at the taquillas during busy hours. I also
advise against traveling during rush hour by public transport
or car (6 to 10 am and 6 to 9 pm Monday through Friday). The
Metro travels throughout this grand city. You can also
download the app Mexico City Metro.
Metrobus
Also a fast and cheap way to go. The Metrobus is the big red bus
on major streets that has its own lane, but don't mistake it for
the double decker Turibus (a fun way of sightseeing I
recommend to all my visitors). The Metrobus costs 6 pesos
(about $.30 US) a ride. You buy a card in a machine at one of
the stations. Instructions are in Spanish, but someone will
always help you (this you'll experience everywhere). You can
put up to 100 pesos on a card before renewing it.
Taxis
Some visitors express unease at taking a taxi, but I have had
perfectly marvelous experiences with this mode of transport.
The drivers are courteous and kind and know the city. Uber
and other private companies are also available here, but I
prefer giving my support to the tried and true taxi service. If you
are uncomfortable hailing a taxi on the street, as I often do,
look for sitios (taxi stands) wherever there are major streets.
My preferred way to see the city is by walking. Whenever
possible I choose to leave sufficient time to flaneur down quiet,
as well as busy, avenues to observe the local people and their
activities. You'll also find all types of eating stops, markets,
and shops this way, aside from the delight of people watching.

One of the highlights of any trip is the food of the region and the
places it's served. Mexico City is gradually becoming known as
a culinary capital of the world, thanks to creative chefs as well
as traditional dishes and methods of cooking the vast variety of
fruits and vegetables grown throughout the country. Mexico is
rich in gustatory resources: plants, legumes, fruits, and
vineyards, etc.
Mexican wines from the Valle de Guadalupe in the Baja region
are becoming recognized worldwide, and I highly suggest you
try Mexican wines when you see them on the menu. Casa
Madero is an especially fine brand of both white and red wine.
My favorite white is the Chardonnay; and for red, I like the
mixture of Cabernet, Merlot, and Tempranillo called 3V. You
may think because they come from Mexico the price would be
lower than wines from outside the country, but it's not the
case. Well worth it, though, and most of my visitors from the US
think the wines are most reasonably priced, even at
restaurants where the value is inflated.
Apart from the Mexico City restaurants that are listed among
the best restaurants in the world, there is a cornucopia of
excellent eateries, both casual and fancy to satisfy anyone's
palate.
As readers of The Eye know, I do not recommend eating street
food, although many people do . . . and survive! The sanitary
conditions of the puestos on the street are questionable. They
are not equipped with running water, and the handling of
money and food by the same person is troubling. If you are
craving simple homemade Mexican dishes, I suggest stopping
into one of Mexico's many markets as an alternative to street
food, where for a few dollars you can savor the traditional
dishes of Mexico, prepared in your presence: chiles rellenos,
tacos, grilled meats, fish, nopales, quesadillas, cemitas
(sandwiches from Puebla), and the Yucatán favorite, cochinita
pibil.
Favorite markets with places to sit and eat include Mercado
Medellin, Mercado Coyoacán, Mercado San Juan (with fish as a
specialty as well as wild animal meats, such as alligator,
iguana, wild pig, and scorpion), Mercado Sonora, and Sullivan
Tianguis (Tuesdays and Fridays). You can feast for roughly $5
to $7 US.

MUSEUMS
Mexico City is blessed with 150 museums, the most of any city
in the world. Many are free and most are free on Sundays. Free
museums include Carlos Slim's fabulous building Museo
Soumaya, which is open 365 days a year and free to all, located
in the Polanco área. It's not to be missed with its five stories
filled with the masters of the world.

One street food item I do recommend is the tamale. When you
spot a large metal steaming pot on the street, stop and ask for
tamale verde, de rajas, or mole. There are even sweet tamales.
The whiter the masa (corn mash), the better the tamale. For 12
pesos ($.60 US) per tamale you can satisfy your hunger until
your next meal.
TIPPING

One of my favorite places to stop during a busy day touring
Centro Histórico is the Palacio de Cultura Banamex, located on
the walking street Madero. The exhibits in this baroqueinspired building change often. Sometimes at Christmas there
is a huge display of nacimientos (manger scenes) with
representations from all over the world. Lovely, even for nonChristians and atheists. No charge for admission.
Free on Tuesdays is the little-known Museo de Dolores Olmedo,
friend of Frida Kahlo and Diego Rivera, whose works appear in
this museum. It is located in the far southern part of the city, so
you may want to include it on a day that you ride the floating
boats of Xochimilco. At the museum, you will also see many of
the ancient xoloitzcuintle hairless Mexican dogs on the
grounds. This museum is a welcome oasis from the busy city.

Although visitors always want to know the tipping custom
when they travel, it's often difficult to break the habit acquired
in their home country. Europeans and Australians find it
difficult to leave generous tips as workers in their countries
receive good wages as waiters, taxi drivers, helpers, etc. This is
not true in Mexico. A good guideline is to tip 15 percent in a
restaurant, 20 percent if the service is exceptional.
It's easy to forget to tip the maids who clean your hotel room.
They deeply appreciate your recognition, so leave something at
the end of your stay (20 to 50 pesos a day). And small tips (10 or
20 pesos) are appreciated for anyone who helps you to your car.
And, yes, please tip the guy who delivers a pizza to your Airbnb,
10 or 15 percent.
Of all the grand cities in the world, a visit to Mexico City surely
ranks at the top as the most culturally enchanting, while
stretching the value of your home currency!
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Plaza and Hotel Laramar
14 commercial spaces
Center of Santa Cruz
Pre-construction prices available
Custom design to meet your business’ needs

Cell: 958 131 8299
BuildingHuatulco@gmail.com

What's Happening with NAFTA?
By Jan Chaiken and Marcia Chaiken

T

he North America Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) is
hanging over a precipice and dangling from a very
thin and fraying cord. Will someone cut the cord and
send the 26-year agreement between Canada,
Mexico, and the US crashing to its death and replace
it with a new treaty? As of this date, it appears that the answer
is “Yes,” but given the uncivil war between the branches of
government in the US, a new administration in Mexico, and a
prime minister under siege in Canada, all deals are at best
uncertain.
News photos from November 30, 2018, showed the President of
the US, the President of Mexico, and the Prime Minister of
Canada signing a new trilateral trade agreement intended to
replace NAFTA. The date was chosen deliberately because on
the next day the new president of Mexico took office – Andrés
Manuel López Obrador (known from his initials as AMLO). He
had long been an opponent and critic of NAFTA, because the
treaty had not actually improved the economic condition of
Mexican workers as originally anticipated. The other
negotiating parties assumed he would also be opposed to the
new trade agreement. Four days later, in one of the earliest
announcements of his administration, AMLO stated that he
would accept the new agreement, but only if it was ratified by
all three countries without modification. He specifically
mentioned that modifications by the US Congress would not be
acceptable.
Whether this announcement was the first sign that AMLO
intended to scuttle the agreement we will eventually find out.
Elections that changed the party in power in the House of
Representatives in the US had already taken place when the
treaty was signed, and AMLO's advisors knew full well that
incoming Democrats as well as Republicans in the US
Congress had reservations about portions of the treaty as
negotiated, albeit each party found different sections
problematic. But their objections would not necessarily
require changes to the text of the treaty. For the treaty to be
ratified, the US Congress would have to pass legislation
implementing the new treaty and making necessary compliant
changes in a host of US laws. Possibly the Congress would try
to achieve its goals without modifying the actual text of the
treaty.

President Trump tweeted (as usual, falsely) that the new treaty,
known as USMCA in the US and as T-MEC in Mexico, provided
for Mexico to pay for the wall he wanted built on the US
southern border. AMLO later reported that he had spoken to
President Trump several times about the treaty, and the topic
of a wall had not come up in their discussions.
The new treaty did not say anything about money being spent
on a wall because, like most trade agreements, the text of TMEC is in large part a long list of specific products that might
be traded and the tariffs or duties that would apply to each of
them, along with procedures for determining, administering,
and enforcing the tariffs. President Trump has a fundamental
misunderstanding of how tariffs work, and it seems no advisor
will ever straighten him out. He thinks that foreign countries
pay the US for the tariffs, whereas actually US customers pay
the tariffs or else the amount of trade decreases as a way of
avoiding the tariffs.
The vast majority of items on the new treaty's list are identical
to provisions of the NAFTA treaty, because the negotiators
intended for the old NAFTA to terminate, making it necessary
for the new treaty to duplicate the many NAFTA provisions that
were to continue without change. For example, the new treaty
specifically continues the prohibition against foreigners
owning residential property within 50 km of the coast of Mexico
or within 100 km of an international boundary, reinforcing this
prohibition, which is contained in the constitution of Mexico.
Some of the changes between NAFTA and USMCA can be
counted as Mexico successes. One of Mexico's main goals in
renegotiating the trade agreement was to update and
modernize the list of products to include ones that didn't exist
when NAFTA went into effect or that had changed substantially
in their nomenclature or mode of manufacture or distribution.
Thus the text of the new treaty covers a variety of digital
products and intellectual property rights that were not
previously included.
Other changes address problems with complying with NAFTA
because people (including us and many we know) have been
baffled, confused, or frustrated by its provisions concerning
rules of origin for parts and finished products.
Continued on page 24...
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Plaza San Angel
Great Investment
High Quality, Attractive and Clean Shopping Center
Private Parking
Commercial Spaces For Sale
Prime location across from Chedraui

Info: buildinghuatulco@gmail.com
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NAFTA includes complex calculations to determine how much
of a product originated within North America, which are
subject to conflicting interpretations, misinterpretations, and
extensive delays in assembling the data necessary for the
calculations. For example, a metal pump in an automobile had
to be traced back to the countries where the ore had been
mined from the earth.
These rules are not only a daily irritant in doing business but
are an invitation to corruption as a means of escaping the
complex calculations and getting on with one's business. The
new treaty would partially simplify the rules of origin by
eliminating the tracing requirements and some of the complex
calculations, but it could also complicate the rules by
specifying that the entire product (e.g. an automobile) cannot
be deemed as originating in North America if a major part (e.g.
the motor) is not deemed as originating in North America.
The US negotiators, attempting to draw manufacturing jobs to
the US and away from Mexico, succeeded in adding provisions
that a minimum amount of the labor used to make parts of
automobiles deemed as originating in North America must be
performed in factories where the average pay is over $16 (US
dollars) per hour (the minimum is 30% of labor beginning in
2020 and rising to 40% in 2023). This rate is about 4 times
higher than the pay in a Mexico factory and so excludes
workers in Mexico from doing the specified percentage of this
work. But the $16 figure is not indexed to inflation, so after the
passage of some years this provision might not be as onerous
as it seems now. Mexico was none too happy with this
provision, but it is also one of the sticking points that could
possibly prevent U.S. ratification, as US auto manufacturers
do not want to be prevented from continuing to use cheaper
Mexican labor.
When Mexico's trade negotiators had earlier invited
suggestions from the public in Mexico, a major stated concern
was that the workers who implement and administer the
provisions of the treaty in another country would not lose their
privileged visa status in the host country. More bluntly, they
wanted to be sure that Mexican citizens could live in the US
with their families while doing work related to the treaty, and
not worry about chaotic or unpredictable changes in US
immigration laws or procedures. This NAFTA provision was
carried over into the negotiated version of T-MEC that was
signed at the end of November 2018.
What still has to happen for T-MEC to go into effect? It appears
that both Canada and Mexico prefer to await action in the US
before attempting to ratify the treaty. In addition, both
countries have announced reluctance to proceed until the US
lifts tariffs on aluminum and steel that were introduced quite
outside the NAFTA structure. As for the US, President Trump
stated that he would make a formal announcement that the US
is withdrawing from NAFTA, and at the same time he would
send the text of the USMCA, along with implementing
legislation, to the US Congress. Congress will undoubtedly
make some changes to the proposed implementing legislation
and possibly also to the treaty itself. If the US Congress ratifies
the treaty and passes the related legislation, Mexico and
Canada may have some new objections, or the timing may
conflict with scheduled periods when their legislatures are
adjourned.
By announcing US withdrawal from NAFTA, the President
would start a countdown period which probably would be
intended to pressure Congress to take action rapidly. But
withdrawal from the old NAFTA is not a necessary step, and the
government of Mexico is making plans based on the
assumption that if the new treaty is not ratified, the old NAFTA
will still be in effect. Nonetheless, given Trump's penchant for
manufacturing crises in democratic nations, he could well be
the one to cut the cord and send NAFTA hurtling to its death.
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Upcoming Events
Huatulco Recurring Events:
English AA, Huatulco
Wednesdays and Saturdays 7:15pm - 8:15pm
Calle Flamboyant 310, 2nd floor, La Crucecita,
Info: Wiles b_wiles@yahoo.com
Weekly Markets
Pochutla Market- Every Monday

Huatulco’s Organic Market
Santa Cruz 8am - 2pm
First and Third Saturday- April 6th and April 20th

Encuentro de Cocineros - Local cooks gather with
sample dishes to raise money for local charities.
Santa Cruz Park, 2pm, - 150 pesos
Sunday, April 28th

Oaxaca City Recurring Events:
Open AA Meetings (English)
Members of all 12 Step Programs Welcome
Mondays and Thursdays 7 pm
Saturdays 9 am
303B Rayon near corner of Fiallo
Al-Anon (English)
Tuesdays 10:30 am
303B Rayon near corner of Fiallo
Religious Services
Holy Trinity Anglican Episcopal Church
Sundays 10:30 am
Crespo 211 (between Morelos and Matamoros)
Liturgy followed by coffee hour. Information 951514-3799
Religious Society of Quaker Friends Meeting,
Saturdays 10 am Free. All are welcome. For more
information and location, contact:
janynelyons@hotmail.com
Weekly Markets
Zaachila Market, Every Thursday
Ocotlán Market, Every Friday
Etla Market, Every Wednesday
Tlacolula Market, Every Sunday
“An investment in knowledge
pays the best interest.”
-- Benjamin Franklin

Hecho en México
By Kary Vannice

W

ith the seemingly endless
talk of a border wall
between the United States
and Mexico and the current
US administration's
dialogue about Mexico in general, it would
seem that America is not too interested in
anything that comes from “south of the
border.” But last year's statistics on
Mexico's international exports would
suggest otherwise.
The United States is by far and away the
biggest importer of Mexican-made goods. In
2018, the US imported a whopping 76.5% of
all Mexico exports, adding up to $334.9
billion US dollars. (Only China sent more
goods than Mexico that year.) Canada ranks
second on Mexico's list of importers, having
imported $14.1 billion US worth of goods last
year. Nearly 80% of all Mexican exports stay
within North America.
So why don't you often see “Hecho en
México” on products and goods? Well,
because not much of what's exported comes
with a visible label or sticker that tells you
where it was made. The number one export is
vehicles, more than 25% of overall exports in
2018. That's followed up by electronic
equipment, machinery, and oil & fuel. The
top ten exports round out with iron and steel, then gems and
precious metals. Just try and find the “Hecho en México”
insignia on any of those products. You may have more luck
with furniture, lighting, and signs, which rank number 6, or
vegetables (number 8). But they only account for 4% of overall
exports combined.
While there are only a few Mexican car companies, very small
and devoted to niche vehicles, Mexico has become a favored
manufacturing company for Ford, Chrysler, GM, VW, Toyota,
Nissan, Mazda, and Honda. And, of course, proximity to the US
and Canada makes vehicle exports much more viable for VW
and the Asian companies. Vehicles also rank in the top three
imports to countries like China, Brazil, Colombia, Germany,
Japan, South Korea, the UK and Chile. Only one of Mexico's top
10 importers – the Netherlands – did not have vehicles in their
top 5 imports.
But Mexico's not just shipping out cars. Electronic equipment,
medical equipment and/or pharmaceuticals also made the list
for all ten countries; plastics made 8 of the 10 countries' lists.
And beverages made half of the countries' lists. Think beer and
tequila. And, of course, many lists contained Mexico's natural
resources, such as copper, zinc, ores, precious metals, gems,
and foods like fruits and nuts, vegetables, dairy, eggs, and
honey.
There were also some very surprising top ten exports, such as
meat and fish, which went to South Korea and Japan,
respectively. China, Mexico's third-biggest importer, brought
in food waste, animal fodder, and rawhides (excluding fur
skins).
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But, by far, the fastest growing, and most
surprising export for Mexico in 2018 was
silk, which was up 1,376% from 2014. Along
the same lines, also making the top 25
fastest-growing exports list were feathers
and hair (up 35.2%), leather & animal gut
articles (up 30.6%), and tanning & dying
extracts (up 29.9%).
If you're not from Mexico and you're buying
Mexican-made products at home or abroad,
you're most likely supporting what one
would call “big business.” So, what kind of
impact could you possibly be having on the
Mexican economy? Well, those big
businesses employ millions of local
laborers. Supporting them means
supporting, to some degree, those laborers,
their families, and communities.
If you want to make an even more
significant contribution, buy Mexicanmade in Mexico. In Mexico, there are more
th an 4 million sm all an d med iu m
enterprises, 97% of which are considered
micro-companies. These small businesses
are a major economic force in this country.
So, if you want to help the national market
of Mexico with your pesos, buy local as
much as possible.
When you buy Mexican products in Mexico, you:
1) support not just the manufacturer, but also the entire
supply chain from the supplier to the factory floor to your
door
2) help money stay within the borders of Mexico to foster more
innovation, creativity, and expansion
3) aid the economic development of local communities, social
organizations, and cooperatives
4) make it possible for employers to provide fairer salaries
and better working conditions
5) reduce pollution and contamination that goes into packing
and shipping over long distances
6) foster a stable economy
7) support the unique “identity” of Mexican-made products
and help position them in the international market
If you're reading The Eye, I'm sure you appreciate Mexico and
its people. And, no doubt, Mexico has contributed something
special to your life. So, consider buying Mexican-made
products a way to “give back.” Whether you're an expat,
immigrant, or a local, look for the “Hecho en México” label on
the products that you buy. And don't limit yourself to the items
that you've just read about. Make it a game to see just how
many different products you can find . . . and buy.

“Wealth consists not in having great
possessions, but in having few wants.”
-- Epictetus

