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“Tolerance implies no lack of commitment to one's own beliefs.
Rather it condemns the oppression or persecution of others.”
John F. Kennedy

“When I think of immigration, I want to
think of families. I want to think of unity.
I want to think of a safe place, you know,
free of persecution, a place where we can
welcome a child that is hungry.”
Rashida Tlaib

W

ithin moments of being born we are placed in
our mothers arms and it is like being injected
by a syringe full of love, truly the most powerful
drug. Three weeks after my daughter was born
my friend Bianca and I decided to drive from
Puerto Angel to Puerto Escondido for the day. I strapped my
baby into her car seat; a luxury item back then and we headed
off. As I drove I glanced nervously in the rear view mirror to
make sure she was snuggled and safe. I didn’t get very far
before I pulled over to check and make sure she was still
breathing as she was sleeping so peacefully lulled by the
movement of the car. She was fine and let out a small yowl as I
prodded her to make sure she was ok. Then I burst into tears
and I said to Bianca, “How does anybody stand living with this
heightened sense of love and responsibility?”
All parents have woken in the night to check on their children.
While love is the drug, longing and anxiety and a fierce desire to
protect are the side effects. What wouldn’t I do to protect my
daughter? Even now that she is 19 years old and in college I get
gripped with worry. I call her trying to sound casual but I feel
relief flood though me when I hear her answer the phone.
Then there is the longing I feel as a daughter. I can remember
my mother taking me late to school one day because of a
dentist appointment. Perhaps it was the disruption to our
routine but as she led me to the school door and everything was
still because students and teachers were nestled safely in their
classrooms I had the overwhelming sensation of not wanting to
part from her. “Please, let's just go home,” my 7-year-old self
pleaded. Of course she had to go to work and she peeled me out
of our embrace and nudged me into the building.
What would you do if the place where you live became so
fraught with danger that you worried all the time? What if you
couldn’t find food and your children were hungry? Where
would you go? What if their was no one to call because all the
people around you were struggling in the same way? I would
would gather my daughter and hold her close and I would do
whatever it takes to keep her safe. There would be no other
option. The moment her newborn skin fused with mine I was
an addict to this love.
I cannot imagine who I would become if I didn’t know she was
ok. It is emotionally inhumane to deprive parents and children
contact with each other. And yet, politicians are making public
policy that does just that. Regulations and process that are
against the very core of what it is to be human.
Recently on social media a man I know justified current
atrocities by stating that immigrants being detained had
broken the law. I was sickened by this argument. Laws are
made by men. They are ever changing and should not allow us
to deviate from basic human morality. Justice lies in the moral
ethics of humanity, not within the ever-changing laws that are
made to justify our brutalities against each other.
See you in November!

Jane
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On Becoming a Mexican Citizen
By Brooke Gazer

A

fter living in Mexico for
twenty years, I consider it
home; last month I left the
country briefly for the first
time in twelve years. It was
also the first time I used two passports
to travel.
Leaving and entering
Mexico, I had my Mexican passport
stamped; entering and leaving
Canada, I presented my Canadian one.
Mexican immigration policies have
evolved over time. Twenty years ago, a
temporary resident's visa (FM, or Forma Migratorio, 3) had to be
renewed annually for five years. Upgrading to permanent
resident status (FM2) still required an annual renewal, but to
maintain that status, you could not be outside Mexico for more
than six months over the next five years. Finally, after ten
years in Mexico we attained immigrant status and no longer
needed to renew our visas. This was a huge relief.
As landed immigrants, we had most of the rights attributed to
Mexican nationals. We still needed a fideicomiso (a bank trust
for our property), and we could not vote, but we were
comfortable believing that we would never need to reapply and
could stay here indefinitely.
A couple of years later, Mexico simplified its immigration
policy. After just two years, someone who only spent part of the
year in Mexico could apply for permanent residency. Our
residency card looked exactly like someone's who only lived
here part time. It felt like a demotion. Some file somewhere may
have indicated differently, but it still felt like a downgrading.
I had no concerns about getting booted out of Mexico, but the
policy change made me begin to think about what could
happen down the road. I became a bit uneasy. We love our new
home and since we never plan to leave Mexico, it made sense to
take the next step ... full Mexican citizenship.
This required proof that we had not left the country for two
consecutive years and the ability to converse in Spanish with
the officials at an office of the Secretaría de Relaciones
Exteriores (Secretariat of External Affairs). I studied for the
test, which covers Mexican history, culture, politics, and
geography, but was exempted due to my age. Since Canada
never signed the Apostille Hague Convention (an apostille is an
official certification of a document's validity), we had to send all
our Canadian documents to Canada to be authenticated, and
this took some time.

The biggest hurdle I faced related to my
name. When I got married, I chose to do the
traditional thing for once in my life; I took
my husband's surname. Since my
documents did not match my birth
certificate it became complicated, and
without the help of local attorney Perla
Vazquez, I might not have been able to
complete the process. It took me almost a
year longer than it did for my husband, but
in November of 2014, I got my Mexican
citizenship.
There may not be many obvious benefits to being a Mexican
and some of my Mexican friends shake their heads as they ask
me, “Why?” Although I can vote, I am not sure I'm qualified to
make an informed choice. If we wanted to, we could collapse
our fideicomiso, and if we sell our property, there could be some
tax benefits. But the main reason for wanting citizenship was
that I want to feel that I belong here. I am part of this country;
my entire life is invested here.
I prefer the Mexican climate and would take a sweltering day in
Mexico over a freezing one up north. We are no longer entitled
to the “free” Canadian health care system, but if we were, and I
could say, “Beam me up, Scotty,” land in Canada, and receive
treatment immediately, I would choose to go to Mexico City. I
hold nothing against Canadian doctors and nurses, but the
treatment in Mexico includes a higher level of caring. Of
course, we have private insurance. With a private plan, they
can afford to take their time, while the financial constraints of a
socialized system turns people into numbers. (Like Canadians,
most Mexicans participate in the government's system
[Instituto Mexicano del Seguro Social, or Mexican Social
Security], which is no different from any other governmentprovided health care, in that it's better than nothing.)
We are not wealthy, but our finances stretch farther here than
they could in Canada. Never mind that it is cheaper, the
produce available year-round in Mexico is superior to what we
found in Calgary supermarkets. In some ways Mexico is like
taking a step back in time and overall our quality of life is just
better, more relaxed. I would never say that Canadians are an
unfriendly bunch, but the warmth of the Mexican people is
contagious.
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Immigrant Tales Penned
by Our Favorite Authors
By Carole Reedy

or centuries, men, women, and children have been
roaming our planet, relocating for a variety of
reasons, from hunger and safety to gainful
employment. The immigration phenomenon is grist
for writers who guide us in our understanding of
human nature and desire. Here is a sprinkling of notable
literary works relating the wide-ranging experiences of
immigrants.

F

To give you an idea of the magic of T.C. Boyle:
in
Understanding T.C. Boyle (2009), critic Paul William Gleason
writes, “Boyle's stories and novels take the best elements of
Carver's minimalism, Barth's postmodern extravaganzas,
Garcia Marquez's magical realism, O'Connor's dark comedy
and moral seriousness, and Dickens' entertaining and strange
plots and brings them to bear on American life in an accessible,
subversive, and inventive way.

Maggie, A Girl of the Streets, by Steven Crane
Crane's short first novel, the 1893 Bowery
tale Maggie: A Girl of The Streets, is
considered to be the first work of American
literary naturalism. It is packed with the
dialect of the neighborhood where Crane
lived in 1864, causing this reader a bit of
distress in deciphering the vernacular.

Fortunately for Boyle's loyal following, he has written not only
many novels, but novels on a wide variety of subjects. The Road
to Wellville (1993, turned into a film in 1994) dissects the
Kellogg family phenomenon, while The Women (2009) explores
the significant women who influenced the life of architect
Frank Lloyd Wright. An activist for environmental protection,
Boyle's A Friend of the Earth (2000)is the one to read on this
topic.

In the 1700s, the Lower East Side of
Manhattan – the Bowery – was farmland for a
Dutch immigrant population (Bowery is
derived from bouwerij, the Dutch word for
farm). Later, with the rise of the meat
industry and other businesses, the area became citified, a
place where grand mansions for the rich stood proudly. But the
neighborhood changed once again in the 1800s, when the
mansions were converted into houses of prostitution as the
population grew.

In keeping with the immigration theme of this issue, I need to
mention another of his outstanding novels, East Is East, also
one of my favorites. The immigrant in question here is a refugee
of Japanese descent, the action taking place in the unlikely
setting of a spa in Georgia. His characterizations of the
immigrant and those he encounters, including a Jewish
“princess,” are so evocative that 20 years later I can still
conjure up the main characters of this novel.

From 1850 until 1900, thousands of immigrants from Ireland,
Germany, and then Italy settled in the Bowery to find their
American Dream. It is this later Bowery about which Crane
writes, populated by poor immigrants who struggle through life
day to day.
As the title suggests, the story follows young Maggie, a victim of
parental alcoholism, abuse, and poverty. Her life, like the
novel, is short as well as violent, the tragic tale of many
immigrants trying to survive in a new country.
The Tortilla Curtain + East Is East, by T. C. Boyle
Thomas Coraghessan
Boyle, prolific narrator of
American mores via his
numerous novels and
dozens of short stories,
wrote The Tortilla Curtain in
1995. It sits prominently on
my top-ten list of literary
masterpieces. The plot
takes place in Topanga
Canyon, a ritzy area of Los
Angeles, where we
encounter the sharply
w r o u g h t
juxtaposition of wealthy residents living behind gates and
walls contrasted with the surrounding poorer Mexican
inhabitants who are trying to eke out a living in the land of
plenty.”
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'Tis: A Memoir, by Frank McCourt
'Tis: A Memoir, published in 1991 on the
heels of McCourt's Pulitzer Prize-winning
memoir Angela's Ashes, continues
McCourt's immigrant story. In Angela's
Ashes we read about his impoverished
childhood in Ireland (McCourt was born in
Brooklyn, but his family returned to Ireland
during the Great Depression in the US). In
'Tis, this follow-up narrative, we accompany
McCourt while he adjusts to the America to
which he returns as an Irish immigrant.
The Irish-American story is significant in US
history, and McCourt has been widely recognized for his
explorations of it. In July 2011, his brother Malachy McCourt
opened The Frank McCourt Library in Limerick, Ireland.
Housed in the former school of Frank and Malachy, it
showcases the 1930s classroom of Leamy School as well as a
collection of memorabilia.
Malachy McCourt is also a writer. My favorite of his writings is
his memoir A Monk Swimming, the title a play on words from
the Catholic prayer phrase “Blessed are you amongst women,”
which Malachy as a child misunderstood as “a monk
swimming.” The memoir is as entertaining and humorous as
the title. He writes with a much lighter hand than his brother
Frank.

What Is the What: The Autobiography of Valentino Achak
Deng: A Novel, by Dave Eggers
Like T.C. Boyle, Dave Eggers is, to my mind,
a Renaissance Man. Here are two men with
enormous talent of expression that they
apply to a range of subjects concerning the
human condition. Through their words they
create characters and situations that take
the reader into unknown worlds.
What Is the What? is indeed penned as a
novel, but, as are many of Boyle's and
Eggers' novels, is based on fact and real
occurrences. What is the What? is the story
of the Lost Boys of Sudan, the boys who roamed the fields of
Africa from Sudan into Ethiopia to escape the violence in their
own country. It is told from the point of view of one of the boys,
Valentino Achak Deng, one of 4,000 Lost Boys who eventually
finds his way to the US.
Tell Me How It Ends + Lost Children Archive, by Valeria
Luiselli
Valeria Luiselli, a Mexican woman who has
lived in Costa Rica, South Korea, India, and
South Africa (her father was the first Mexican
ambassador to South Africa), celebrated her
36th birthday this month and her short adult
life has been lived so far as a successful
author of narratives. Just recently she wrote
her first novel in English, Lost Children
Archive (2019), which is long-listed for this
year's Booker prize. Lost Children Archive is
receiving rave reviews from the women in my
Mexico City book club as well as from
prominent reviewers in the New York Times
and The Guardian.
It tells a Kerouac-style tale of a broken family
crossing into the US, each of the parents
pursuing a different goal, the father in search
of the life of Geronimo and the mother writing
about the Latin American children held at the
southern US border.
Many of us enjoyed Luiselli's humorous-yettouching novela, The Story of My Teeth (2015), as well as her
lengthy essay Tell Me How It Ends: An Essay in 40 Questions
(2017). The latter is her personal story of the time she spent as
an interviewer and translator in New York City for Central
American child refugees who, after crossing the southern US
border, are sent to NY for processing. Luiselli tells her own
children these immigrant stories, to which her children plead,
“Mama, tell us how it ends; what happens to the children?”
Luiselli has a remarkable talent for engaging the reader in
thinking about some of the most pertinent issues in our
modern world. She has expressed surprise at the number of
translations, awards, and recognition she has received as a
young Mexican woman.
DP: Displaced Person, by Margarita Meyendorff
Meyendorff finds her autobiography (published
in 2016) among the most prestigious of writers
about immigration. Her story gives us yet
another perspective: the tale of a family forced
to leave their ancestral home in Russia and of
the daughter who then travels the world looking
for peace of mind and body.

Although Meyendorff's Russian baron father danced with
Anastasia in the Czar's Russia, Margarita herself was born in a
camp for displaced persons in Germany after WW2. The
memoir follows her difficult, yet adventurous life. Reader
reviews on Amazon place this book among the most engaging of
immigrant stories.
The Namesake + The Interpreter of Maladies + The
Lowlands, by Jhumpa Lahiri
Many of us are distressed by recent news
that our beloved Jhumpa Lahiri has ceased
to compose novels in English in order to
pursue her study of Italian and to write only
in that language. You can read about this
decision in her book In Other Words, in
which she discusses identity and language.
Lahiri is an Indian-American writer, born in
London.
Lahiri leaves us with a memorable collection
of novels and short stories written in
English, most of which tell different tales of
being “the other” and the immigrant
experience. Here are three of her most
popular books:
The Namesake (2003) is Lahiri's first novel,
and it focuses on the divide between Indian
immigrants and their Americanized
children. It was subsequently made into a
successful movie.
The Interpreter of Maladies (1999), nine short
stories about the Indian immigration
experience, won the Pulitzer Prize in 2000,
making Lahiri the first Indian-American to
win that prestigious award. This may be
Lahiri's most popular book. Even those of us
who prefer novels to short stories were
surprised that these stories left us as
satisfied as her novels. This book gave me the
impetus to pursue enjoyment in other shortstory collections as well.
Shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize, The Lowland: A Novel
(2013) is an emotionally charged novel that tells the story of
two brothers, born just before the 1947 Partition in India. We
follow their childhoods, growing up attached to one another,
followed by an adulthood spent in different countries,
separated by continents and oceans and philosophical ways of
living. As always, Lahiri's manner of telling the tale is as
engaging as the topic itself.
Exit West, by Mohsin Hamid
This 2017 novel takes place in vastly
different unnamed locations where refugee
couple Nadia and Saheed find themselves,
chapter by chapter, rather abruptly placed.
For many readers this technique is effective,
but it left me confused and dissatisfied. (The
same approach, however, of unnamed people
and places is used in Milkman, the recent
Booker Prize-winner by Anna Burns, where I
found it integral to the emotions the novel
intends to portray.)
Hamid, a Pakistani writer, also authored The Reluctant
Fundamentalist (2007), which some readers found more
satisfying than Exit West. The Guardian called it one of the
books that define a decade. Exit West is Hamid's fourth novel
and was named by the New York Times one of the Ten Best
Books of 2017.
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DACA:
A Prime Target of Anti-Mexican Xenophobes
By Marcia Chaiken and Jan Chaiken

T

he fate of over a halfmillion young adults,
born in Mexico but
raised in the U.S., will
hang in the balance
when the U.S. Supreme Court
convenes this fall and hears
cases that challenge the legality
of DACA – Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals. Although
there are immigrants from other
countries who are registered in
the DACA program, Mexicans
constitute 80% of the more than
700,000 people who were in the
DACA program as of a year ago.
And given the current
composition of the Court and
related rulings, it is quite possible that these young people,
who have provided demonstrable valuable service to the U.S.,
may be deported to Mexico, a country where most can't recall
living previously, with no friends and possibly no family, and a
culture with which they do not identify. How did they become
enmeshed in this travesty?
The expression “the road to hell is paved with good intentions”
is fitting in the case of DACA. The first incarnation of DACA
was a bi-partisan bill introduced in the US Congress in 2001
with the title Development, Relief, and Education for Alien
Minors (DREAM) Act. The intent in essence was to provide a
pathway to citizenship for exemplary immigrants who were
brought here as children without legal documentation. The
original bill did not pass nor did many other incarnations with
the same intent. In 2010, the DREAM Act passed the House of
Representatives but stalled in the Senate for a deficit of 5 votes.
In 2012, President Obama, fed-up with the DREAM Act
bottleneck in Congress, created the DACA program by
executive order under the supervision of the Secretary of
Homeland Security. In that position, Janet Napolitano
announced on June 15, 2012, that undocumented immigrants
were exempt from prosecution and deportation if they
registered in the DACA program. Those eligible to do so had
entered the US before age 16 and were
·

·
·
·

physically present in the US on the date the program
was announced and continuously residing in the US
since that date
31 years or younger on that date
currently in school or graduated from high school or
have a GED
an honorably discharged veteran

Eligibility also required that an applicant had not been
convicted of a felony, significant misdemeanor or three or more
other misdemeanors, and did not pose a threat to public safety
or national security
Applications were first accepted in August 2012 and over 90%
of applicants were immediately granted a two-year period
during which they would not be prosecuted or deported, plus
they had the right to apply for extensions every two years as
long as they maintained the required clean criminal record.
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Over half of the DACA applicants
were from California or Texas
with substantial numbers of
applicants living in New York,
Illinois, Florida and Arizona.
A plethora of economic studies of
the effects of DACA have shown
that DACA has been a boon to the
US economy. Once they were
granted prosecutorial deferral,
DACA-protected immigrants
were found to be more likely than
other undocumented immigrants
to complete high school or college
and to enter professions where
they pay into Social Security and
Medicare; DACA participants
also contribute more generally to national and state
economies. There is no evidence that DACA immigrants are
replacing citizens in the labor market. Anecdotal evidence
about DACA participants has highlighted individual
achievements in teaching, medicine, the military and other
professions. Scientifically conducted polls have repeatedly
shown that the vast majority of US citizens approve of the
DACA program and want to grant DACA participants
citizenship. However, these findings have not stilled loud and
baseless outcries about the dangers of DACA from blatant antiimmigrant xenophobes.
One of the first legal challenges to DACA, more specifically
DACA extensions, was filed by Joe Arpaio in 2012, who at that
time was serving as sheriff in Maricopa County, Arizona.
Arpaio is notorious for his outspoken xenophobia and
discriminatory racial policies and practices. Even after
numerous civil rights violations were filed against him and a
federal injunction forbade him to stop rounding up Latino
people – undocumented and legally documented immigrants
and citizens alike – he continued this practice and was found to
be criminally in contempt of court. He was later pardoned by
Donald Trump who called Arpaio “an American patriot” who
“kept Arizona safe.”
The loudest and most vicious critic of DACA is, of course,
President Donald Trump. His 2016 campaign for the
presidency began by calling Mexican immigrants “criminals”
and “rapists.” Throughout his bid for the presidency he
successfully whipped up xenophobic excesses among those
attending his rallies, so it was no surprise that on September 5,
2017 – less than eight months after he was inaugurated,
Trump directed that his Secretary of Homeland Security
announce the termination of the DACA program. Millions of
lives were immediately thrown into turmoil, not only the lives of
DACA participants but also their family members, employees
and co-workers. On the same day, the Foreign Ministry of
Mexico, speaking on behalf of the many Mexican citizens
involved, announced that the government of Mexico
“profoundly laments” the action of the Trump administration.
But it added that if deportation took place, “Mexico will receive
with open arms the young dreamers who return to our
country.”

Several prestigious US
organizations almost immediately
filed legal challenges to the
termination of DACA including the
Regents of the University of
California, Princeton University,
and the NAACP.
The federal
courts, both lower and appeals
courts, have for the most part
supported these challenges,
vacating termination and restoring
DACA's protection of participants
from deportation.
However,
challenges to the legality of the DACA program filed by seven
states – most of them having well-known sizable populations of
racist and xenophobic citizens,including Texas, Alabama, and
South Carolina – gave Trump the ammunition he needed to
badger the Supreme Court into taking judicial action in the
case of DACA. In February 2019, the Foreign Relations
Secretary of Mexico countered that while the return of DACA
participants would be “a great gain for Mexico and a loss for the
United States,” Mexico is supporting these talented young
people of whom a vast majority want to remain in the United
States.
.

Given the current composition of the
Court with a majority of conservative
judges, including two appointed by
Trump, it is clear that the future of
DACA is in jeopardy. One of the court's
recent rulings was to uphold the third
version of Trump's proclamation
banning Muslim immigrants. Some of
the US citizens most disgusted by this
decision are justices of the Supreme
Court.
In their dissenting opinion,
Justice Sotomayor, joined by Justice
Ginsberg, stated, “Based on the
evidence in the record, a reasonable
observer would conclude that the
Proclamation was motivated by anti-Muslim animus. That
alone suffices to show that plaintiffs are likely to succeed on
the merits of their Establishment Clause claim. The majority
holds otherwise by ignoring the facts, misconstruing our legal
precedent, and turning a blind eye to the pain and suffering the
Proclamation inflicts upon countless families and individuals,
many of whom are United States citizens. That troubling result
runs contrary to the Constitution and our precedent.”
One can only hope that in the coming decision on DACA, these
Justices will prevail and uphold this popular and beneficial
program in the light of the US Constitution and judicial
precedent that embraces diversity and rejects xenophobia.
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The Mezcal Boom and Migration:
Strange Bedfellows?
By Alvin Starkman, M.A., J.D.

A

bout a decade ago, beginning in the wake of the
2008-09 US economic crisis, the pattern of
migration between the United States and the state
of Oaxaca got turned on its head. To a significant
extent, it was because of the initial stages of the
global mezcal boom.
Depending on which statistic one reads, Oaxaca is either the
poorest or the second poorest state in Mexico, next to Chiapas.
We have agriculture, and we have tourism. While exports of
mangos, black beans, tomatoes and all the rest have been a
relative constant over the years, tourism has not, and the state
has relied on beach-going and culture-seeking visitors for
much of its economic fortune.
Tourists from diverse corners of the globe would flock to
Oaxaca for its Pacific sun and sand, cuisine, craft villages,
archaeological sites, colonial architecture and quaintness. But
they would stop coming at the drop of a dime, especially from
the US, due to State Department warnings and journalistic
sensationalism: the (Mexican) swine flu epidemic, the 2006
Oaxacan civil unrest, drug cartel activity no matter where in
the country, zika, and the list goes on. Prospective visitors
would eventually forget and again select the state for
vacationing … until the next scare; tourism's economic impact
has been characterized by peaks and valleys.
To address this schizophrenia, Oaxacans, both skilled and
otherwise, would leave the state, emigrating in search of the
American dream, or simply relocating to Mexico City or other
large commercial centers where work was always available.
The American dream is elusive, and it became especially so
when a decade ago both Americans and migrants began either
losing their jobs or some of their week's hours. It grew to be
much more difficult for Mexicans to get by, let alone remit
money home to family in Oaxaca.
Enter the bold new era of mezcal. Over the past several years,
both the agave spirit's production and its popularity on the
world stage have literally been increasing exponentially.
Statistics bear this out.
Reverse migration has addressed the first prong of the
phenomenon, in part due to the American economic crisis.
That is, Oaxacans who were losing their jobs in the US began
returning to their rural homesteads to help their relatives
make mezcal. In earlier times they were leaving towns and
villages and they headed north, in droves. Now, with less work
than before, or no work at all, they were coming home, and for
good reason, given the spike in production and sales of the
agave distillate.
I personally know of three cases in the hinterland of Oaxaca
where immigration into the US has changed to emigration back
to Oaxaca: Santiago Matalán, San Dionisio Ocotepec, and San
Pablo Güilá. In two cases the direct motivation was to help the
family produce mezcal for both domestic consumption and
export since these Oaxacans were in need of good reliable
labor. In the third case it involved a construction worker who
in his youth learned to make mezcal in Oaxaca. He then lived
in California as a laborer for 20 years, and now had an
opportunity to return home and build and work at his very own
traditional distillery, as well as construct a home.
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Oaxacans in the lower classes and rural areas have always
imbibed the spirit. But a new phenomenon began around the
beginning of this decade, with middle class urbanites suddenly
jumping on the bandwagon. It was the early stages of the boom
in the US, which has given Mexicans a sense of pride in mezcal
as a quality sipping spirit much like a good bourbon or single
malt scotch, rather than as a gut-wrenching way to get drunk
quickly. Remember those college years?
Mezcal is now respected globally, and there is increasing
worldwide demand for it. So more mezcal is being distilled for
both national and international markets. And with this
popularity has come an influx of visitors to learn about it,
either to increase personal knowledge or with a view to opening
a mezcalería in their home cities, to film and photograph it for
business purposes, to sample and buy it out of pure passion for
the spirit, and to begin their own brands for export.
These pilgrims, from as far away as Australia, are not as
deterred as the normal tourist by the warnings of their
governments or the media. Mezcal tourism is a constant, and
growing.
The actual production of mezcal is both causing the return of
Oaxacans to their homeland, as we have noted, and keeping
Oaxacans here. However. there is more; while the motivation of
many travelers for visiting Oaxaca is for mezcal (i.e. learning,
documenting and of course buying), the spirit is actually
having a much broader positive impact on the state. That is,
when visitors come for mezcal, they also buy crafts, take
cooking classes, dine in restaurants, stay in hotels, visit
archaeological sites, and the list goes on, and on, and on. The
dramatic impact is that emigration from the state has either
halted, or at minimum, been significantly curtailed. And this
keeps families together, in all walks of life.
Alvin Starkman operates Mezcal Educational
Excursions of Oaxaca
(www.mezcaleducationaltours.com). He has been
witnessing the metamorphosis from the beginning.

Mezcal
Educational Excursions of Oaxaca TM/MR
While in the state capital, learn about this century's
most coveted spirit by spending a day with recognized
authority Alvin Starkman. Visit rural artisanal
distilleries (palenques) using both ancestral clay pot
and traditional copper stills. For novices and
aficionados alike. Sample throughout your excursion
with no obligation to buy.

www.mezcaleducationaltours.com
mezcaleducationaltours@hotmail.com

Upcoming Events
Huatulco Recurring Events:
English AA, Huatulco
Thursdays 11:30am
Calle Flamboyant 310, 2nd floor, La Crucecita,
Info: Becky Wiles, b_wiles@yahoo.com
Weekly Markets
Pochutla Market- Every Monday
Huatulco’s Organic Market
Santa Cruz 8am - 2pm
First and third Saturdays of the month.

Encuentro de Cocineros - Local cooks gather with
sample dishes to raise money for local charities.
Santa Cruz Park, 2pm, 150 pesos
Last Sunday of the month

Oaxaca City Recurring Events:
Open AA Meetings (English)
Members of all 12-step programs welcome
Mondays and Thursdays, 7 pm
Saturdays, 9 am
303B Rayon near corner of Fiallo
Al-Anon (English)
Tuesdays, 10:30 am
303B Rayon near corner of Fiallo

Salt Available
at Café Juanita
in Marina Chahue

Religious Services
Holy Trinity Anglican Episcopal Church
Sundays 10:30 am
Crespo 211 (between Morelos and Matamoros)
Liturgy followed by coffee hour. Information 951514-3799
Oaxaca Quaker Friends
Saturdays, 10 am, Free. All are welcome.
For more information and location, contact
janynelyons@hotmail.com.
Weekly Markets
Zaachila Market, Every Thursday
Ocotlán Market, Every Friday
Etla Market, Every Wednesday
Tlacolula Market, Every Sunday

Plaza Coyula Local 4
Santa Cruz, Huatulco
(behind Banamex)
Tel: 958 100 9998
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Step Out of the House of Mirrors
By Kary Vannice

A

lmost every immigration issue since the beginning
of time is deeply rooted in an “us vs. them” mindset.
It stems from a deeply territorial view of the world
that delineates “my side” from “your side” based on
arbitrary and ever-changing lines on a map. And is
exacerbated by our tendency to identify someone as “other”
based on not-so-arbitrary differences like skin color, language,
culture, and religious beliefs.

Filmmakers from every region of the world have taken on the
task of telling the immigrant's tale, from heart-warming romcoms to gut-wrenching live-action documentaries. No matter
how you prefer your entertainment, there is an opportunity to
step into the shoes of a foreigner in a foreign land and live life
from that other person's perspective. For a few hours, you get
intimate access to their thoughts, feelings, and personal point
of view, which may just serve to change yours.

Immigration issues get top billing in the news these days. In the
world we live in, where you get your news tends to shape your
world view. However, most news outlets are more in the
business of telling you what you want to hear by showing you a
version of the truth than reporting on the whole truth and
nothing but the truth.

The following are some great films* to start with.

And, thanks to cyber tracking, your personal preferences are
instantaneously fed back to you in the form of targeted ads,
tailored news reports, and curated videos that reinforce your
personal point of view, making it seem like the whole world
shares your political views, religious beliefs – and they even
look very similar to you, too!
All of this contributes to and feeds the “us vs. them” mentality.
When the world around us is constantly reflecting us back to
us, it's hard to put yourself in someone else's shoes and
understand the point of view of the “other.”
This is why the immigration issue is getting more divisive. We
spend less and less time out in the real world looking at what is
going on around us to define our world view. We are much more
likely to have our point of view defined by looking at our
computer screen, TV screen, or social media feed. And while it
may appear that those things exist outside of us, they do not.
Almost all media streaming from your personal screen is based
on your internet search history, the things you “like” on social
media, and the virtual community you interact with.
It's like trying to establish your world view from inside a house
of mirrors. What you see may appear to be all different shapes
and sizes, but ultimately, it's still just a reflection of you. And,
because of this, we start to lose touch with the experiences of
the “other.”
Being able to see the world from another's point of view is called
empathy, and it is something that is sorely lacking in our
modern society, especially when it comes to the issue of
immigration. Too many people are dismissing the experience
and point of view of immigrants because they refuse to see the
issue from another point of view.
Unless you've actually moved to another country in hopes of
creating a better life or to escape persecution in your home
country, there are few ways to understand what it means to be
an immigrant.
Fortunately, the one thing that's been subtly reinforcing your
personal point of view can be used to see the world through the
eyes of an immigrant and hear his or her story: your screen.
Movies and documentaries made for the silver screen are a
great way immerse yourself in the life of someone else and see
the world from that person's point of view.
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Big Screen Drama:
Icebox (2016, USA) – Óscar, a 12-year-old
Honduran boy who is forced to flee his home
and seek asylum in the United States, finds
himself trapped inside the U.S. immigration
system.
Gran Torino (2008, USA) – Retired auto
worker and Korean War vet Walt, played by
Clint Eastwood, fills the emptiness in his life
with beer and home repair, despising the
many Asian, Latino and black families in his
neighborhood. However, he becomes a
reluctant hero when he stands up to the
gangbangers who tried to force an Asian teen
to steal his treasured car. An unlikely friendship develops
between Walt and the teen, as he learns he has more in
common with his neighbors than he thought.
Maria Full of Grace (2004, Colombia/USA)
– Seventeen-year-old Colombian Maria is
desperate: pregnant and with a large family
to care for, she's forced to leave a demanding
job after an altercation with her boss.
Needing work as soon as possible, she
encounters charming Franklin, who offers
her a dangerous job as a drug mule. With
cocaine pellets in her stomach, Maria flies to
New York for the drug drop-off, but finds her
new line of work may be far riskier than it
initially seemed.
Light-Hearted Romantic Comedy:
The Big Sick (2017, USA) – Kumail is a
Pakistani comic, who meets an American
graduate student named Emily at one of his
stand-up shows. As their relationship
blossoms, he soon becomes worried about
what his traditional Muslim parents will
think of her. When Emily suddenly comes
down with an illness that leaves her in a
coma, Kumail finds himself developing a
bond with her deeply concerned mother and
father.

Samba (2014, France) – Sparks fly between
an illegal immigrant and the caseworker who
tries to help him stay in Paris.
Moscow on the Hudson (1984, USA) – A
Russian musician, played by Robin
Williams, defects to the United States and
settles in New York with the help of a
Bloomingdale's employee.
Documentaries:
Human Flow (2017, Germany) – More than
65 million people around the world have
been forced from their homes to escape
famine, climate change, and war; the
greatest displacement since World War II.
Filmmaker Ai Weiwei examines the
staggering scale of the refugee crisis and its
profoundly personal human impact. Over
the course of one year in 23 countries,
Weiwei follows a chain of urgent human
stories that stretch across the globe,
including Afghanistan, France, Greece,
Germany and Iraq.
Fire at Sea (2016, Italy) – Shot on the
Sicilian island of Lampedusa during the
European migrant crisis. The film sets the
migrants' dangerous Mediterranean
crossing against a background of the
ordinary life of the islanders.
Which Way Home (2009, USA) – A group of
young, unaccompanied Central American
children struggle to make their way through
Mexico, in order to ultimately reach the
United States and jump the border to a new
home. Director Rebecca Cammisa follows
the struggles of these would-be illegal aliens
as they battle poverty, dangerous train rides
and potential predators, keeping their sights
set on the possibility of a better life that awaits in a new
country.

Hours:
Mon - Fri 10 am - 7 pm
Saturdays 10 am - 1 pm

Pino Suarez 519,
Oaxaca, Oaxaca
(951) 518-7077
library@oaxlibrary.org

Closed Sundays and
Mexican National
Holidays

www.oaxlibrary.org

*Movie descriptions sourced from Google.
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Forget about the Folks EMigrating from Mexico –
Who's IMmigrating? And How's That Working Out?
By Deborah Van Hoewyk

I

f you've been paying even the slightest attention to
international news, you know there's a very unpleasant
situation on the border between the U.S. and Mexico, and
that U.S. pressure on Mexico has created a difficult
situation on Mexico's southern border with Central
America – all so the U.S. can reduce, if not eliminate, migrants
from south of the border. But if you're reading this in English
in Mexico, you also know that foreigners visit Mexico. Good
numbers of them stay, and those numbers are increasing.
It's difficult, however, to count the foreigners who live in
Mexico. First, they have to respond to the decennial census,
and many do not, sometimes because they are not properly
documented, although that doesn't seem to cause Mexico
much angst. Second, many foreigners live in Mexico for just
under six months a year; these “snowbirds” are unlikely to be
counted. Third, there aren't all that many immigrants in
Mexico – less than 1% of the total population (Canada's
population is 21% foreigners, the U.S. is 13%).
The census is conducted by INEGI (the National Institute of
Statistics and Geography [Instituto Nacional de Estadisticas y
Geografía]); the last one was in 2010. INEGI updates those
figures between censuses, and in 2017 estimated that there
were 1,153,458 foreign-born people living in Mexico.
Unofficially, accounting for people who did not respond and/or
are undocumented, the estimate is nearly 4,000,000, and it's
growing. Even the official figure is about a 20% increase over
the number for 2010, and 2010 was nearly double the finding
of the 2000 census (492,617).
The vast majority (899,311 people, or 78%) were born in the
United States (that figure was 89.4% in 2015). The second
largest group, 4.7%, were Guatemalans; they were followed by
other groups from Spanish-speaking countries: Spain (2.4%),
Colombia (1.8%), Argentina (1.7%), Cuba (1.6%), Venezuela
(1.4%), and Honduras (1.3%). Canadians were the ninthlargest group of foreign-born residents (14,488, or 1.3%) and
the French, who had ruled Mexico under the short-lived
Second Mexican Empire (1861-67), came in tenth (12,212, or
just over 1%).
A Brief History
Until relatively recently, starting of course with the conquering
Spaniards in the 16th century, Mexico has not been welcoming
of immigration. Its earliest policy, in 1823, restricted
permanent settlement and naturalization to Catholics; that
went out in 1860 with legislation establishing freedom of
religion. Mexico restricted immigration from China starting in
1921, and Asian Indians in 1923; 1924 saw a restriction on
working class blacks; gypsies were excluded in 1926.
Palestinians, Arabs, Syrians, Lebanese, Armenians, and Turks
were excluded in 1927; Poles and Russians in 1929;
Hungarians in 1934; various people of color, eastern
Europeans, Africans, Jews, Middle-Easterners and East
Asians (except the Japanese, who were considered
“industrious”) were excluded in 1933-34.
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Were all these people clamoring to get into Mexico? No –
Mexico actually attracted very little immigration in the 19th and
early 20 th centuries, since it was embroiled in almost
continuous warfare. There was little arable land that was not
already held by the rich and powerful, and not much of an
industrial base to attract workers. Then, with the conclusion
of the Mexican revolution (1921), Mexico undertook the
creation of its “mestizo nation” trying to incorporate more of its
indigenous population into a modern society.
According to sociologists David Fitzgerald and David CookMartin, Mexico could see the impact of early 20th-century
immigration on its behemoth neighbor to the north and were
not eager to admit any “huddled masses” or “wretched refuse”
while they were busy trying to build the new Mexico. The series
of exclusionary measures, most not publicized, constituted an
“elaborate system to ethnically select desired immigrants,”
even though said immigrants never appeared (Culling the
Masses: The Democratic Origins of Racist Immigration Policy in
the Americas, 2014).
By 1947, racial discrimination was outlawed in Mexico, but
immigration standards still favored “assimilable” foreigners, a
qualification that remained until 1974.
The (Largely) Illegal American Influx
Why are Americans, Mexico's largest immigrant group, moving
to Mexico? And illegally to boot? (In 2015, INEGI's betweencensus survey found that 91.2% of the Americans living in
Mexico were doing so without proper documentation, an
increase of 38% over the number for 2010.)
Does Mexico deport these people? Not so much. In comparison
with the Trump administration's efforts to deport “millions” of
undocumented immigrants, Mexico deported 11,328 people
between 2015 and 2017, all of whom had committed offenses,
723 of them for serious offenses involving drugs, guns, and
violence. In comparison, the Clinton administration (19932000) deported 12 million people, the Bush administration
(2001-08) deported 10 million, and the Obama administration
(2009-2016) deported 5 million; Obama concentrated on newly
arrived people who had committed serious criminal offenses.
In its first full year in office (2108), the Trump administration
deported 145,000 people who had any kind of criminal
conviction, and another 111,000 for unspecified reasons. At
that rate, if Trump holds office for 8 years, he will deport
2,048,000 people, far lower than any of his predecessors.

continued on page 24

Nowadays, Americans are concentrated in destinations like
Travel + Leisure's “most beautiful city in the world,” San Miguel
de Allende, where they constitute about 10% of the 100,000
population; there are about 35,000 Americans in Puerto
Vallarta, 20,000 in Lake Chapala and more next door in Ajijic,
Cuernavaca, Mazatlán, several places in Baja California,
Merida, and Mexico City, where it's said the chic Condesa
neighborhood is majority American.
There are also
substantial numbers of Americans located in the commercial
centers strung across the northern part of the country
(Tijuana, Nuevo Laredo, Monterrey, Saltillo). The destinations
get retirees, the commercial centers more employees of
international offices of U.S. companies.
“The Pickleball Invasion”
Despite the small proportion of foreign-born folks in Mexico's
population, they seem to exert an outsized impact wherever
they come to rest. While migrants from the U.S. comprise
teleworkers with digital careers, employees of American
companies, U.S. born children of returning Mexican families,
and retirees, it's those expat and snowbird retirees who, by
bringing their culture with them, change the cultural
dynamics of the places they live.
American Studies professor Sheila Croucher studies
“privileged mobility,” i.e., better-off U.S. citizens relocating to
poorer Latin countries to preserve their resources (The Other
Side of the Fence: American Migrants in Mexico [2009]).
Interviewing people (pickleball players?) in San Miguel and
Lake Chapala, Croucher finds that despite their intention to
remain permanently in Mexico, whether full- or part-time, they
generally resist “going native.”
In fact, they spend
considerable effort on establishing conditions and practices
that replicate and maintain connections to their lives in the
U.S. They watch American TV, shop in U.S. stores (Sam's
Club, Walmart, Home Depot, Office Depot), and eat American
food (burgers and fries from MacDonald's, Burger King, and
Wendy's; Domino's pizza; ice cream from Coldstone Creamery).
In a chapter called “They Love Us Here! Privileged Belonging in
a Global World,” Croucher describes a conversation in Lake
Chapala with members of the local chapter of the Thomas
Paine Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution.
She asked what the local people thought of the American
presence along the lakeshore. The reply? “We are a national
treasure!” Why? “Because of all the money we bring into this
country.”
With money, of course, comes power. Not, in this case,
political power – expats and snowbirds exercise little or no
influence over the opaque workings of any kind or level of
Mexican government agencies or services. The power to exert
privilege, however, is quite something else; in the communities
Crowder studied, “this privilege shapes the stories Americans
tell about their lives in Mexico, they identities they construct
for themselves, and those that they assign to others” –
academic-speak for the idea that we use our position as
immigrants in Mexico to define ourselves as smart and lucky to
have figured out how to live well on less than it would cost at
home, and to define Mexicans as our means to doing so: “Forty
new Americans here means forty new maid jobs.” Being
American was central to that identity for the people Crowder
interviewed; as noted above, most did not have a documented
status, and few were interested in becoming Mexican citizens.
Not many spoke Spanish, they watched bootlegged American
television, and they socialized with other Americans. Their
comments, Crowder summarized, betrayed the naivete of the
isolated and “echo[ed] colonial discourses of an earlier era,”
discourse that touted what Kipling called the “white man's
burden” to provide jobs, promote education, and generally
“modernize” the alien context. Very few had genuine
friendships with Mexicans.
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That Bad, Huh?
Most probably not. At less than 1% of the population,
immigrants have a long way to go in reshaping Mexico. Even
their economic contribution is hardly playing a major role in
underwriting Mexico's $2.4 trillion economy (11th in the world
rankings). Expat Americans spend about $500 million in
Mexico, or less than a quarter of 1% of the economy. In 2017,
Mexicans working in the United States (ipso facto paying U.S.
taxes and contributing to Social Security and Unemployment)
sent $26.1 billion back home – over 1% of the economy and
5,220 times the contribution of the immigrant expats.
Moreover, the concentrations of expats throughout Oaxaca
have not yet given rise to communities where speaking Spanish
is unnecessary. And perhaps Oaxaca is more interesting, and
the people who are drawn to it are more interested, in terms of
local culture.
Of course, Huatulco has its gated communities, and we all
make the trek down to Salina Cruz to go to Sam's Club. But so
far, the balance of the local vs. immigrant/snowbird
populations does not seem to have shifted out of whack –
although we might keep that possibility in mind as we consider
how, and who, we want to be as we live in Huatulco.

Marina Chahue, Huatulco
Tel. 958 105 1671
Cel. 958 100 7339
Closed Mondays

Join Us for Brunch!
Sundays 9am- 3pm

www.cafejuanitamexico.com

• 12 House Units
• 19 Cabin Units
• Lots of 350 m2 and 560 m2
• Three hectares
• 15 amenities
• More than 6,000 m2 of green areas.
• One entry and exit access
• Security and 24/7 surveillance
Exterior Amenities
• 725 m jogging route
• Park
• Childish games
• Parking for 32 cars

Casa Club:
-Reception Area
-2 swimming pools
-Children’s pool
-Terrace with Bar
-Sunbathing Area
-Gym
-2 Jacuzzis

Located at Salchi Beach
45 minutes from Huatulco Airport

-Games Room
-Air-Conditioned Event Room
-Restaurant
-SPA

Cell: 958 174 2212
BuildingHuatulco@gmail.com

Chiles&Chocolate
Cooking Classes
Huatulco, Oaxaca

The best way to learn about a culture is through its food.
www.HuatulcoCookingClasses.com

Morning Activities

Evening Activities

TUESDAY- Seafood
-Seafood Fritter with Tartar Sauce
-Shrimp Tostadas
*tostadas made from scratch!
-Citrus and Jicama Salad
-Baked Fish in Hoja Santa leaf
-Paloma Redux Cocktail

TUESDAY- Frida’s Favorites- dishes inspired by
Frida Kahlo
-Huazontles in Green Sauce
-Corn Pudding with Chiles in Cream
-Chicken in Pipian
-Zucchini Salad
-Frida Cocktail

WEDNESDAY- Mama’s Kitchen
-Black Mole- This is the most exquisite and complicated
Mexican salsa.
-Yellow Mole
-served with Rice and Chicken
-Handmade Tortillas
-Mezcal Margarita

FRIDAY- Village to Table Dinner
Our 8-course dinner using local ingredients is a culinary
experience not to be missed!
*This is not a cooking class

THURSDAY- Pigs and Rum
-Cochinita Pibil
-Corn Cakes
-Pickeled Onion and Habanero
-Avocado Salsa
-Nopal and Radish Salad
-Rum Cocktail
FRIDAY- Street FoodA great intro to Mexican Food.
-Salsas
-Pico de Gallo
-Handmade Tortillas and Sopes
-2 types of soft tacos fillings
-Zucchini and Cheese Empanadas
-Jamaica Margaritas

Chiles&Chocolate Cooking Classes offer
delicious culinary and cultural experiences that
explore Mexican cuisine. Our hands-on classes
ensure you will leave prepared to recreate the
dishes when you get home.
·
·
·
·
·
·

Hands-on
Instruction in English
Recipe Manual
Free Gift Bag
Food and Drinks Included
Transportation Included
Morning pick-up is 9am
Evening pick-up is 5pm

Cost: $85 USD per person
Activities are 3-4 hours
Zimatan, Huatulco

Tel. 958 105 1671

chileschocolatehuatulco

Cel. 958 100 7339

chiles.chocolate@yahoo.com
www.HuatulcoCookingClasses.com

Plaza Paseo Punta Diamante
33 Commercial Spaces

Don’t miss out
Franchises welcome
Prime location by Hotel Mexicana
by Electra on the
main drive of Huatulco

Starting Pre-sale Pricing
BuildingHuatulco@gmail.com
Cel: 958 174 2212

